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Uncommon case of Aneurism, by R. D. Mussty, M. D. Pro- 
fessor of the Theory and Practice of Physic at Dartmouth 
College. 


[From the New-England Journal of Medicine and Surgery, for April, 1818. ] 


IN the month of June 1814, Jethro Freeman, a black man, 
called at my study in Salem, Massachusetts, and requested 
advice for a swelling in his neck, and an almost incessant dry 
cough. My friend and partner in business, Dr. Daniel Oli- 
ver, being then present, assisted in the examination. We 
found a pulsating tumour on the right side of the neck, extend- 
ing along the clavicle from its external extremity about an inch 
and three quarters, while at the middle or broadest part of the 
tumour, its lateral diameter was two and an half inches, and 
its height, from the clavicle upward, was about two inches. 
This swelling was somewhat painful, and when pressure was 
applied to it, the pain was increased, and the cough instantly 
aggravated. The pulse in his two wrists was alike. 

In attempting to account for the origin of the tumour, he 
stated, that sometime in the preceding April, early one morn- 
ing, a man broke into his house and fiercely seized him by the 
Vou. VIII. 3H No. 32. 
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throat, under the pretence of searching for stolen goods; that 
a scuffle ensued, in which he exerted considerable strength 
upon the intruder, and that, from that time there was soreness 
and a small swelling in his neck, which had been gradually in- 
creasing. That he had since been employed in removing 
large quantities of corn from the street, to a third story grain 
loft, and that he carried it upon his right shoulder, in bags con- 
taining three and four bushels, and some of them more. His 
opinion was, that the violent seizure of his neck, caused the 
swelling. Jethro was about thirty seven years old, rather short, 
of middling stature, with a large head, thick and short neck, 
very broad chest, and prominent muscles. 

On his being informed that the swelling could not probably 
be removed, except by an operation, and that this was, at best, 
in his case, a doubtful remedy, he insisted on having something 
for his cough. This symptom, however, we apprehended 
would be as difficult to remove as the swelling, under the full 
impression, that it was in some way caused by the tumour. 
Two or three times after this, in the course of the summer, 
I saw Jethro in the street, and though the cough had a little 
abated, the tumour had increased, and his spirits were dejected 
from hearing sentence of death, so often pronounced upon him 
by the different physicians whom he had consulted. 

Having removed from Massachusetts in the autumn of 1814, 
I knew nothing further of this case till January 1816; when 
being in Salem, I was one day suddenly struck with the ap- 
pearance of Jethro crossing the street to meet me. He came 
up laughing, and accosted me by saying, “ my neck that you 
said would kill me, has got well.” I looked at his neck and 
could perceive no tumour, but was in too much haste to go in- 
to a full examination. Soon after, I called at the distillery in 
which he was employed, and received from him the following 


account. 

That in the autumn of 1814, he applied to Dr. Sewall of 
Ipswich, whose prescriptions, the chief of which was blood 
letting, gave him some relief, but who, like others pronounced 
his case desperate, and told him, that to lengthen out life to 
the greatest possible extent, he ought to avoid exertion of every 
kind. To this advice, he adhered for a while; but at length 
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grew tired of doing nothing, and without the knowledge of his 
friends or physician, succeeded, by concealing his disorder, in 
entering his name in a privateer, and left Salem harbour on a 
cruise in November, 1814. That one evening, about three 
weeks after they had sailed, he was thrown into a violent fit of 
laughter, during which the tumour burst into his throat and 
caused him to throw up about “a quart of blood and corrupt- 
ed matter,” that he was very faint that night, but was com- 
fortable, though too weak to sit up the next day. That a se- 
cond discharge of * half a pint” occurred three days from the 
first, and that in a fortnight he was able to do the duty of a 
cook; and during the remainder of the cruise, (upwards of 
three months,) and since that time, his health had been so good, 
as to allow him to labour almost without interruption, although 
when he used sudden and strong muscular exertion, he felt a 
degree of pain in the chest, and difficulty in breathing. 

I examined his neck attentively, found its appearance natu- 
ral, but could not trace the slightest pulsation, either in the 
right side of the face or neck, or in any part of the right arm. 
He said there was no loss of strength in the right arm, but there 
was a greater sensibility to cold in it, and in the right side of 
the face and neck than formerly; and that, since his recovery, 
there had been nothing like sensible perspiration upon those 
parts. This last part of the statement was confirmed by a 
fellow labourer in the distillery, who assured me that he had 
often observed a profuse sweat upon the left side of Jethro’s 
face, while the right side remained perfectly dry. 

I considered this a case of spontaneous cure of aneurism, but 
since that time have had no particular intelligence from it, un- 
til very recently. To the politeness and friendship of Dr. 
Sewall of Ipswich, I am indebted for a communication which 
enables me to give its subsequent history. This communica- 
tion evinces the same zeal and exertion for the promotion of 
the interests of the profession, which its author has displayed 
on former occasions, and which is worthy the imitation of all 
who have it in their power to register extraordinary cases, or 
trace, by the knife, the effects of disease. I give the Doctor’s 
own account. 

“From the time of his return from sea, in the spring of 
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1815, Jethro continued to labour at his accustomend employ- 
ments till early in the spring of 1817; when he suffered from 
an attack of inflammation of the lungs, and was admitted into 
the almshouse of this town, (Ipswich) under the care of Dr. 
Choate, whose politeness in the facilities and aid he has afford- 
ed in this case, lays me under great obligations. Dr. Choate 
informs me, that from the time Freeman came under his care 
till his decease, he was affected with an almost incessant 
cough, copious expectoration, hoarseness and difficult respira- 
tion, with wheezing as though his breath passed through a 
narrow aperture. He manifested great impatience of an erect 
posture, and always studied that position of the body which 
gave the greatest capacity to the chest. He continued in this 
situation till sometime in April 1817, when he was taken with 
profuse hemorrhage from the mouth, and died in about five 
minutes.” 
Dissection. 

“‘ In company with Drs. Choate and Story, I made an ex- 
amination twenty hours after death, and found the following 
morbid appearances. On opening the thorax, the lungs were 
found adhering to the pleura costalis in nearly their whole ex- 
tent of surface, were dense and considerably distended with 
blood contained in the vessels and air cells. The heart and 
aorta were almost entirely empty. The arteria innominata 
was formed into an aneurismal sac three inches in diameter, in 
the form of a globe considerably flattened. The mouth of this 
artery was about twice the natural diameter. At the place of 
its bifurcation into the right carotid and subclavian, it was 
impervious and appeared to have been the seat of former in- 
flammation, having with its cellular substance been formed 
into an indurated tumour of the size of a pullet’s egg. The 
aneurismal sac was partially distended with blood, adhered 
firmly to the anterior and right side of the trachea, while it so 
compressed and flattened it, as to lessen its caliber more than 
one half. We found two apertures passing between the annu- 
lar cartilages into the sac: these appeared to have been recent- 
ly formed, and were probably occasioned by a rupture of the 
sac, and bursting of its contents into the trachea. The largest 
of these was three fourths of an inch in length. The carotid 
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and subclavian arteries in emerging from the aneurismal tu- 
mour, had degenerated into firm cords for about an inch; after 
which they were pervious in their various distributions, but 
considerably contracted in size, with their coats proportion- 
ably thickened. Many of the lymphatic glands in the neigh- 
bourhood of the aneurism, were enlarged to the size of grapes, 
and of a livid colour. The abdominal viscera exhibited a na- 
tural appearance except the stomach, which contained about 
a quart of fluid black blood. The coats of this organ manifest- 
ed no marks of disease.” 
Remarks. 

“‘ It appears probable, that at the time the subject of the 
above case was exposed to great muscular exertion, the arteria 
innominata and a portion of the right carotid and subclavian 
arteries became enlarged into an aneurismal sac. This sac was 
so compressed in its middle, by the right clavicle, as to assume, 
in the course of its enlargement, the form of an hour glass, 
one half rising above the clavicle, the other remaining below 
out of sight. In the winter of 1814, while the patient was at 
sea, that part of the sac above the clavicle, having formed an 
adhesion to the contiguous parts, was ruptured, and discharg- 
ed its contents into the trachea, which gave the idea of a spon- 
taneous cure. Previous to this event,* an adhesion between 
the sides of that part of the sac compressed by the clavicle, 
must have taken place, to cut off the communication be- 
tween the upper and lower sac, so as to prevent fatal he- 
morrhage. This adhesion could not have taken place long be- 
fore the rupture of the sac; for on examination but a few weeks 
before it was ruptured, the tumour exhibited a strong and dis- 
tinct pulsation, and continued to increase in size. That part of 
the sac remaining below the clavicle probably continued to en- 
large till it burst at the time of the patient’s decease. From 
the size and situation of this tumour, and its pressure on the 
lungs and trachea, we can easily account for the cough, hoarse- 
ness, wheezing, difficult respiration, and impatience of an erect 


* Dr. Sewall informs me, that before Jethro went to sea, in 1814, the 
pulsation had ceased in his right arm, and the right side of his neck and 
face. 
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posture which so constantly attended the patient during the 
latter periods of the disease. 

* As the circulation in the right arm, and right side of the 
head and neck, through the medium of the arteria innominata 
must have been entirely cut off, at least since the rupture of 
the upper sac, in December 1814, it would be gratifying to 
know by what vessels these parts were supplied with arterial 
blood. There could never be perceived either debility, ema- 
ciation, or derangement of function in these parts, except cold- 
ness and want of perspiration. Was not the circulation car- 
ried on chiefly through the circle of Willis, or rather that part 
of the circle formed by the basilar artery by which the two 
vertebral arteries freely communicate with each other? I have 
regretted that it could not have been determined by an injec- 
tion of the whole subject, by what vessels the parts deprived 
of pulsation were supplied with blood, since it would proba- 
bly have furnished an interesting specimen of the resources 
of the animal economy in such cases. ° May not this case be 
considered as supporting the doctrinc of Bichat, that the heart 
is unaided by the contraction of the arteries, in the circulation 
of the blood ?* 

** The blood found in the stomach, was probably swallowed 
during the continuance of the hemorrhage. Perhaps some 
part of it passed the esophagus after the patient became in- 
sensible.” 

In addition to the above remarks of Dr. Sewall, I will offer 
only a suggestion by way of query, whether the aneurismal 
sac, the rupture of which destroyed the patient, might not 
have been formed after the spontaneous cure of the upper sac; 
or if it existed before, whether it must not probably have been 
very small compared with the other, at the time of its rupture 


in December 1814. 
R. D. MUSSEY. 


January 3, 188. 


* See an interesting memoir on the agents in the circulation of the blood 
New England Journal, Vol. II. p. 9. 
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Observations on the Internal Use of Nitrate of Silver. 
By Wiii1am Batrour, M. D. 


(From the Medico-Chirurgical Journal and Review, for June, 1818. ] 


Case 1. On the 14th of August, 1816, Mr. A. applied 
to me, oppressed with a variety of very distressing complaint. 
The leading features of these were, general debility; debility 
of the inferior extremities, approaching to paralysis; complete 
relaxation of the sphincter ani; prolapsus of the gut, accomp- 
anied with frequent loss of blood; and a perpetual and copious 
gleety discharge. He dated the commencement of his com- 
plaints fourteen years back: had put himself under the care 
of some of the most eminent practitioners in this city, from 
whom he derived no benefit. He afterwards went to London, 
for the purpose of consulting the late Dr. Beddoes, who gues- 
sed the cause of his complaints the moment he saw him walk. 
Dr. Beddoes asked him if ever he had received an injury in 
the back? The patient declared positively he never had. 
But upon the doctor’s insisting on it, came at last to the recol- 
lection of having been struck forcibly on the lumbar vertebrz 
by the shaft of a gig, a short time before he began to complain. 
From Drs. Beddoes and King, the last of whom was likewise 
consulted, he derived no further benefit than what resulted 
from the application of ligatures to some vessels of the rectum, 
by which hemorrhage was checked to a very considerable de- 
gree. 

Mr. A. applied to me in the hope of profiting from those 
means by whichI had succeeded in restoring some rheumatic 
gouty limbs, as detailed in my Treatise on Rheumatism. I 
began with gentle percussion to the sacrum, the glutei muscles, 
and the course of the sciatic nerve; with the view of exciting 
the action of the nerves supplying these parts, and of eliciting 
a transmission of nervous power from the spinal marrow. This 
operation was soon followed by increased command and pow- 
er of the limbs; but had not been repeated above three or four 
days, when increased discharge of blood from the rectum took 


place. Till this occurrence, indeed, I was kept in ignorance of 


the state of the anus, having my attention directed to the im- 
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becility of the limbs solely. I now gave up the idea of percus- 
sion as impracticable, and prescribed the most powerful liquid 
astringents to the bleeding surface, which was quite exposed 
to view, but with little or no effect. The patient requested me 
“to take up the veins as Dr. King had done,” but I could 
perceive nothing but an oozing from an extensive surface. I 
had now recourse to nitrate of silver as an internal astringent, 
in the quantity of a sixteenth of a grain three times a day. I 
was agreeably surprised when, after two or three days had 
elapsed, the patient informed me, the sense of fulness which 
he always perceived to precede a discharge, had totally left 
him, and that the discharge itself, of blood, was also greatly 
diminished. In a short time, the bleeding ceased altogether, 
and the gleety discharge also began to be sensibly diminished. 
I wished, at this period, to increase the dose of the medicine, 
but found it impracticable, on account of the excessive per- 
spiration it occasioned—an effect this, which was not, a priori, 
to be expected. But even with the minute quantity of a six- 
teenth of a grain three times a day, sometimes only twice a 
day, and sometimes omitted altogether, the gleety discharge 
had, in two months, ceased almost entirely, the sphincter re- 
sumed its functions, and the anus contracted and puckered in 
the natural way. 

Such mighty effects may be considered by the reader as out 
of all proportion to a cause apparently so trifling; unless he is 
disposed with me, to infer, that the nitrate of silver, as an 
internal remedy, has hitherto been overlooked, and its powers 
under-rated. It cannot be supposed, that three-sixteenths of a 
grain of nitrate of silver could come in contact with the whole 
surface of the intestinal canal. Had it even been applied di- 
rectly to the bleeding surface, I am convinced it would have 
had no beneficial effect. The effects produced must, therefore, 
have been through the system. 

Cast 2. Helen Thomson, aged 32, of a cadaverous coun- 
tenance, and whose cousins and sisters all died of consump- 
tion, came under my care on the 9th of January, 1817. She 
complained of great general debility; of profuse perspiration 
on.the slightest exertion; of frequent giddiness, especially on 
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turning quickly round; and of a sense of weight in the back 
part of the head. 

The state of the pulse I could not satisfactorily ascertain, 
as I never saw the patient but after, what was to her, a long 
walk. From the history she gave me of her family, more than 
from her present symptoms, I considered this woman gone. 
I prescribed two dozen of pills, each containing an eighth of 
a grain of nitrate of silver; one to be taken morning, mid- 
day, and evening. On the 19th she returned, quite delighted 
with the beneficial effects of the pills. I now ordered them of 
one-fourth of a grain each; and she continued taking three a 
day till about the end of February;—in all, eight dozen. She 
had now recovered her strength; the sweatings were checked; 
and she could do her work, being a servant, with perfect ease. 
I saw her again in the street, about the middle of summer, 
full of flesh, and apparently in perfect health. With the excep- 
tion of a laxative pili, occasionally, this patient had no other 
medicine than the nitrate of silver; and she described its in- 
vigorating effects as almost instantaneous. 

Case 3. Mr. William Elliot, aged 19, came under my 
care on the 20th of October, 1816. He had been complaining 
for nine months back, of pain in the breast, attended with 
cough and dyspneea, the latter attacking him in paroxysms 
almost to suffocation; had had a good deal of medicine 
from different practitioners, but found himself getting weaker 
daily. He was now, indeed, very much reduced, and unable 
to take much exercise in the open air. I was called in to him 
at first in a great hurry, owing to his being suddenly seized 
with a most violent stitch under the short ribs, right side. 
From the state of his pulse, I was no way apprehensive of 
inflammation, and therefore satisfied myself with the applica- 
tion of percussion for two minutes, by which he felt himself 
greatly relieved, and was enabled to turn himself any way he 
pleased. In about a quarter of an hour he became very sick, 
and vomited a quantity of greenish yellow substance, very 

offensive to the taste, and was immediately and entirely re- 
lieved of all his complaints. I ordered an aperient medicine. 
On the 4th of November I was again called in a very great 
Vou. VIII. 31 No. 32. 
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hurry, and found the young man labouring under a tremen- 
dous fit of asthma, with a frequent, full pulse, and considera- 
ble heat of skin. I took fourteen ounces of blood from the 
arm, with some relief of symptoms. Next day he had another 
paroxysm of asthma, when I ordered him a grain pill of 
opium. This had the desired effect, not only at this time, but 
ever afterwards; nor was it ever necessary to increase the dose 
of opium. One grain, taken when a paroxys was threatened, 
completely checked it. Finding, however, that debility, ema- 
ciation, and sweating continued, I began, on the 25th of No- 
vember, with the nitrate of silver, in the quantity of a six- 


~ teenth of a grain twice a day, or, as sweatings occurred. This 


had the effect of moderating the sweating. On the 9th of De- 
cember, I increased the dose to an eighth of a grain, to be 
taken at any time, by day or night, when menaced with pro- 
fuse perspiration. On the 11th December, the dose was in- 
creased to a fourth of a grain. The patient’s strength was now 
evidently improved, and he checked the sweatings at any time 
by taking one pill; nor was the asthma or cough at all trou- 
blesome. He continued the nitrate of silver pill till about the 
end of June, a rhubarb or aloetic pill being now and then 
interposed to keep the bowels regular, as the nitrate of silver 
had rather a constipating effect. Every symptom of disease 
had now disappeared; the patient had recovered flesh, strength, 
and a healthy appearance. I considered his recovery com- 
plete. About the middle of September, however, he was 
seized with heart-burn, which, in a few hours, was succeeded 
by vomiting a considerable quantity of a dark-coloured sub- 
stance, so thick and tenacious, that it might have been sus- 
pended on a stick. Upon this, the patient was again perfectly 
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well; nor did any of his former symptoms return. I ordered 


him some laxative medicines, but the same phenomenon re- 
curred repeatedly at short intervals. [ had now recourse to 
the blue pill as an alterative, and with the happiest effects; of 
these he took five dozen in the course of September and Oc- 
tober, when he gave over all medicine. Through the course 
of the succeeding winter, he had few complaints, and used as 
little medicine. On the approach of spring, however, he was 
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again menaced with a return of heart-burn and asthma; symp- 
toms which were immediately checked by emetic tartar, exhi- 
bited in the form of pill, and in the quantity of a fourth of a 
grain at bed-time, as occasion required. If there was any 
affection of the liver in this case, the blue pill seemed to have 
a good effect on it; but emetic tartar a better: and I regret 
much I did not exhibit this latter medicine sooner. I cannot 
but attribute, however, the first check the original complaints 
received to the nitrate of silver. 

Case 4. Mrs. W. a married lady, about 36 years of age, of 
a fine delicate complexion, and who never had any children, 
consulted me in May 1817, with regard to fluor albus, under 
which she then laboured, and to which she had been occasion- 
ally subject for some years. I prescribed a lotion, as the acrid 
nature of the discharge occasioned some uneasiness, and the 
nitrate of silver pill. She took only two dozen of one-fourth 
of a grain each, when the discharge disappeared. My patient 
was very much surprised at the decided effects of the medi- 
cine; as she had been, on a former occasion, under the care of 
an eminent surgeon for the same complaint, and experienced 
little relief for a great length of time, although she used a 
great deal of medicine internally. 

Case 5. On the 2d of August 1817, I was consulted by 
letter, in the case of Mr. Thos. Coutts, Kinross-shire. Five 
weeks previous to this, Mr. Coutts was seized with cough and 
spitting of blood, which continued for a week, when he was 
bled in the arm to the amount of “ fourteen or sixteen ounces.” 
In a few days the spitting of blood returned, when a blister 
to the breast had the effect of again stopping it. The patient 
was extremely weak, and had little or no appetite. Pulse 
ranged from 80 to 95. I recommended the nitrate of silver, 
one-fourth of a grain, four times a day. On the 20th I hada 
return from the patient himself, stating, “I cannot say much 
yet, only my stomach is better, and my breathing a little more 
free. I sleep fully as well, and do not sweat in the night so 
much. What [ spit is not so gross; it is more mixed with 
spittle, or something the appearance of common spittle.” On 
the 10th of September, after complaining of being much ha- 
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rassed with cough, he says, “I have taken three pills every 
day, finding four too many for me; but as they are the best 
thing that I have got, you may send me another box or two.” 
I now desired the patient to give up the pills for a few days, 
in order to ascertain if they were of any real benefit. With 
this advice he complied; and on the 17th informed me, “I 
tried to want the pills, but it would not do. I did not feel 
much the first day, but the second I was very bad in my 
breathing, and could not say how in my inside; so I began 
again, three in the day.” On the 15th of October he request- 
_ed me to send him another box of pills, adding, “ perhaps I 
may not need any of them; but if I do, (meaning if he lived) 
I cannot want them. You will be sure to send it this week.” 
He died in about ten days after. 

It is evident, from the patient’s own account, that in his 
case the nitrate of silver obviated the formation of pus, and 
improved its quality; that it checked the hectic perspiration, 
and facilitated perspiration by supporting the tone of the 
system. 

Case 6. Mr. S. about 36 years of age, of a strongly marked 
scrofulous habit, and having had for many years a copious 
purulent discharge from the lungs, and difficult respiration, 
was attacked last summer with what was deemed confirmed 
consumption. After being greatly reduced, and confined for 
some time to the house, he came abroad again, still discharg- 
ing immense quantities of purulent-looking matter, of a bad 
smell and taste. His return to the world was considered by 
his physician, and with much reason, a temporary respite only. 
About the middle of July he consulted me. I instantly put 
him upon nitrate of silver, a fourth of a grain four times in 
the day. Having taken three dozen of pills in this way, he 
returned for a supply; informing me, that the sputum was re- 
duced in quantity, and entirely deprived of its bad taste and 
smell; and that he now coughed with a vigour, and expecto- 
rated with a freedom, to which he had been long a stranger. 
In the beginning of August he went to the country, carrying 
along with him twenty dozen of the pills, which he was di- 
rected to take as he found them affect him. He returned to 
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town in the beginning of October, much improved in every 
respect, and having exhausted his stock of pills. He now took 
other four dozen, when he dropped them altogether, having 
no further occasion for medicine. 

I will not say, that in this instance nitrate of silver cured 
phthisis; but from the authority of the patient, and the testi- 
mony of my own senses, I affirm, that the quantity of sputum 
was diminished, and its qualities improved; and that a tone 
and vigour was communicated to the constitution, which no 
other medicine with which I am acquainted could have impar- 
ted. 

Case 7. Mrs. Simpson, aged about 30, of an extremely fine 
complexion, avd delicate frame, consulted me in November 


last, with regard to her general health, which was much im- 


paired. She exhibited, indeed, the appearance of being far ad- 


_ vanced in phthisis. I found she had laboured for some time 
_ under fluor albus; and that the discharge was copious, ex- 
| tremely acrid, and accompanied with distressing pain in the 
_ region of the uterus. I immediately put her on the nitrate of 
silver pill, with immediate and great good effect. The pain 
_ went off in three days, and the discharge was lessened in pro- 


portion. In less than a fortnight she felt her strength consid- 


_ erably improved, and in every respect much mended. She con- 


tinued the medicine about a month, at the end of which she 
was perfectly free from complaint. I cannot, indeed, convey 
an adequate idea of the change, for the better, produced on this 
interesting and delicate female. 

Case 8. Mrs. M. who had been married several years, but 
had no children, tall, slender, had constantly an eruption all 
over her face of a fiery red, and who had not menstruated for 


_ several years, became subject to an abscess in a particular spot, 
_ within the left /abium pudendi, of frequent recurrence. She 


underwent three courses of mercury, but the complaint perpe- 
tually recurred. At length, I prescribed nitrate of silver with 
the happiest effects. Not only did the discharge disappear, 


and the ulcer heal up kindly, but the whole habit of the patient 


seemed to undergo a revolution; her face even became less 
fiery and red, symptoms of the return of the catamenia began 
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to manifest themselves, and she felt herself better than she had 
been for several vears before. It was with some difficulty I 
could persuade this patient to drop a medicine from which she 
had expericnced so much benefit. 

Case 9. A lady, advanced in life, was seized with a pneu- 
monic affection, accompanicd with colliquative perspiration. 
As soon as the pain of the chest was subdued, which was ef- 
fected without blood-letting, and that the patient could make a 
full inspiration, nitrate of silver was exhibited. The perspira- 
tions were immediately checked, and the strength of the pa- 
tient was quite restored in a short time. 

Case 10. A young man was attacked with slight, obtuse 
pain in his chest, for which he took advice, but of what nature 
I know not. When I was consulted I found him much redu- 
ced by colliquative perspiration. This was, indeed, his only 
complaint: and the nitrate of silver removed it entirely in a 
very few days. 

I have exhibited nitrate of.silver in obstinate gleets from 
gonorrhea; and in many instances with perfect success, after 
all the usual remedies had been tried in vain. I have likewise 
failed in some cases; but believe it was more owing to the medi- 
cine not being carried a proper length, than to its inefficacy. 
In some cases I have made a cure in a very few days; in others, 
a considerable time elapsed before much effect was produced. 
One gentleman had been repeatedly under my care for gonor- 
rhea, which in every instance was difficult of cure. The pa- 
tient had a cadaverous, unhealthy appearance. The last time 
he consulted me, I prescribed nitrate of silver, after the in- 
flammatory symptoms were subdued; and with immediate good 
effect. Not only was the discharge quickly dried up, but the 
patient described himself as having acquired atone and vigour 
to which he was formerly a stranger. It was with difficulty also 
that this patient was persuaded to give over the medicine. 

Such are some of the effects | have observed from the inter- 
nal use of nitrate of silver—teffects which entitle it to more 
attention than has yet been bestowed on it. From the prece- 
ding statements, it is evident, that it possesses anti-purulent 
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powers in no common degree; and, that in depraved and re- 
laxed habits, it is a remedy that has no rival. 


W. BALFOUR, M. D. 


EEE 


A Memoir on Stuttering:—Wsrruruos OF lecvrsepeos, Of the Grecks, 
balbuties, hesitatio lingue, ot the Romans. By M. Irarp, 
Physician to the Deaf and Dumb Institution of Paris. 
[Translated from the Journal des Sciences Medicales.]} 


{From the London Medical and Physical Journal, fur May 1818.] 


STUTTERING is one of those impediments of the functions, 
which, placed among our infirmities on the borders of the me- 
dical domain, has never seriously engaged the attention of 
physicians. The rich productions of ancient medicine are bar- 
ren on this point. What Hippocrates, Aristotle, and Galen 
have said on it, is hardly worth quoting, and their silence on 
the treatment of psellism, seems to have devoted it to abso- 
lute incurability. This is the more surprising, as this defect 
must have been much more distressing among a people, where 
the art of speaking in public was intimately connected with 
the form of their government, and opened the road to the first 
honours and dignities of the state. Thus, we may remark, that 
those who were afflicted with this misfortune, consulted their 
own genius much more than the opinion of the faculty, as we 
learn from the manner in which Demosthenes, according to 
Plutarch, improved his pronunciation. Sometimes they had 
recourse to the gods. We read in Herodotus, that Battus, 
chief of a colony of Thereans, went to consult the oracle of 
Delphos on his stuttering, and that the advice he received was, 
to transport his penates under the burning sun of Lyvbia. 

Our therapeutic of stuttering is hardly more enlightened 
than that of the Pythonissa was two thousand years ago. Some 
observations of pathological anatomy, collected by modern au- 
thors, far from throwing any light on this affection, would ra- 
ther turn us aside fromm its real treatment, by making us con- 
sider stuttering as occasioned by some organic lesions; such, 
for example, as the two accidental conduits, which, according 
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been for several vears before. It was with some difficulty I 
could persuade this patient to drop a medicine from which she 
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gonorrhea; and in many instances with perfect success, after 
all the usual remedies had been tried in vain. I have likewise 
failed in some cases; but believe it was more owing to the medi- 
cine not being carried a proper length, than to its inefficacy. 
In some cases I have made a cure in a very few days; in others, 
a considerable time elapsed before much effect was produced. 
One gentleman had been repeatedly under my care for gonor- 
rhea, which in every instance was difficult of cure. The pa- 
tient had a cadaverous, unhealthy appearance. The last time 
he consulted me, I prescribed nitrate of silver, after the in- 
flammatory symptoms were subdued; and with immediate good 
effect. Not only was the discharge quickly dried up, but the 
patient described himself as having acquired atone and vigour 
to which he was formerly a stranger. It was with difficulty also 
that this patient was persuaded to give over the medicine. 

Such are some of the effects | have observed from the inter- 
nal use of nitrate of silver—effects which entitle it to more 
attention than has yet been bestowed on it. From the prece- 
ding statements, it is evident, that it possesses anti-purulent 
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powers in no common degree; and, that in depraved and re- 
laxed habits, it is a remedy that has no rival. 


W. BALFOUR, M. D. 


A Memoir on Stuttering :—srrwnes or Teavasspeos, of the Grecks, 
balbuties, hesitatio lingua, of ‘he Romans. By M. Irarp, 
Physician to the Deaf and Dumb Institution of Paris. 
[Translated from the Fournal des Sciences Medicales.| 


{From the London Medical and Physical Journal, for May 1818.] 


STUTTERING is one of those impediments of the functions, 
which, placed among our infirmities on the borders of the me- 
dical domain, has never seriously engaged the attention of 
physicians. The rich productions of ancient medicine are bar- 
ren on this point. What Hippocrates, Aristotle, and Galen 
have said on it, is hardly worth quoting, and their silence on 
the treatment of psellism, seems to have devoted it to abso- 
lute incurability. This is the more surprising, as this defect 
must have been much more distressing among a people, where 
the art of speaking in public was intimately connected with 
the form of their government, and opened the road to the first 
henours and dignities of the state. Thus, we may remark, that 
those who were afflicted with this misfortune, consulted their 
own genius much more than the opinion of the faculty, as we 
learn from the manner in which Demosthenes, according to 
Plutarch, improved his pronunciation. Sometimes they had 
recourse to the gods. We read in Herodotus, that Battus, 
chief of a colony of Thereans, went to consult the oracle of 
Delphos on his stuttering, and that the advice he received was, 
to transport his penates under the burning sun of Lybia. 

Our therapeutic of stuttering is hardly more enlightened 
than that of the Pythonissa was two thousand years ago. Some 
observations of pathological anatomy, collected by modern au- 
thors, far from throwing any light on this affection, would ra- 
ther turn us aside froin its real treatment, by making us con- 
sider stuttering as occasioned by some organic lesions; such, 
for example, as the two accidental conduits, which, according 
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to Sanctorius, were found in the middle of the roof of the pa- 
late, or the separation of the uvula, seen by Delius, (Act. Nat. 
Curios. t. 8.) or some defect of conformation in the os Ayoides, 
if we may believe Hahn (Commerc. Liter. for 1736.) Mor- 
gagni has devoted some paragraphs of his letters X. XI. and 
LI. to the etiology of stuttering, but not precisely to that which 
we are now considering. He only notices those embarrass- 
ments of the tongue, which are the usual remains of apoplexy, 
or the frequent preludes of that overwelming disease. We are 
indebted to Dehaén for five or six histories of stuttering, also 
symptomatic, produced by congestions in the lungs, particu- 
larly by the formation of a vomica, and attended with symp- 
toms of hemiplegia owing to the same cause. Unfortunately, 
these observations, related in the Opuscules inédits of this il- 
lustrious practitioner, are very incomplete, and badly drawn 
up. Still there is a fact which deserves to be remarked. In 
three of these patients, the expectoration of the vomica was 
followed by the cessation of stuttering, and of the hemiplegia. 
Menjot, Fick, and Bergen, who have published dissertations 
on stuttering, have multiplied their divisions, and have con- 
founded this defect of speech with other imperfections of the 
same organ, without indicating any rational mode of cure. 
Sauvages, who, in his Nosology, has copied Menjot, deserves 
the same-reproach. It must be acknowleged, however, that he 
formed a true judgment of the nature of this defect, by con- 
sidering it as a weakness, and by placing it consequently in the 
class of dyscinesias. It is astonishing, that he should after- 
wards have placed in the same class, as species of the same 
affection,—lallation, mogilalism, iotacism, and other faults of 
pronunciation, which are owing to quite different causes. 
Such is the actual state of science on this subject. Let us 
see what my reflections and experience have been able to add 
to it. 
Stuttering is, as every body knows, a hesitation of the vocal 
organs, by which certain syllables, that require a more or less 
marked action of the organs of the voice and speech, are pro- 
nounced with difficulty, and with a stammering repetition of 
certain sounds. This defect of pronunciation is not observed 
in children, till having attained the age when their speech 
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should be clear and easy, they continue to show hesitation and 
embarrassment in the articulation of sounds. Not but that with 
some attention we may perceive it, even in the first years of 
life, and may distinguish that imperfect articulation of sounds, 
those half-formed words, which mark the language of child- 
hood from those defective repetitions of a monosyllable which 
constitute stuttering; but, whether from mistakes on the na- 
ture of this defect, or from hopes that it will disappear, no se- 
rious attention is paid to it till towards the seventh or eighth 
year; when this inconvenience, far from diminishing, becomes 
more apparent from the timidity of the child, and increases till 
beyond the age of puberty. As manhood advances, it gener- 
ally diminishes remarkably, and often disappears at the ap- 
proach of old age. It has sometimes been completely dispel- 
led by an acute disorder. Timée (Casus Medicinales) gives 
the history of a stuttering child, who recovered the free use 
of speech about the age of eleven, in consequence of a quoti- 
dian fever. What is very remarkable, stuttering is very rare 
in women; and, were I to judge from my own observations, 
I should pronounce them totally free from it, never having seen 
one afflicted with it.* 

To determine the cause of stuttering, we need only exa- 
mine for an instant the principal phenomena which attend it. 
We may remark particularly, that what distinguishes this im- 
pediment of the vocal functions from all others, is, that it is 
subject to variations of intensity depending on the moral state, 
which form the principal characters of nervous debilities. We 
may add, that among all our organs, there are none which are 
so completely dependent on the emotions of the mind as the 
organs of the voice and speech, and that, therefore, their spas- 
modic affections must be excited by the least agitation of the 
internal senses. This is precisely what happens in stuttering. 
Persons affected with it feel it much more in society, before a 
large assembly, in anger; impatience, and even in a transport 
of joy. In the bosom of their family, or in the calm of solitude, 


* The English Editor knew a case in a lady not less than fifty years of age. 
The impediment in speaking was considerable; but the lady could read with 
great propriety, and without difficulty. 

Vox. VIII. 38K No. 32. 
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they speak much more freely. It diminishes also, and even dis- 
appears, if the voice is. pitched on a different tone from that of 
conversation,—as in declamation and singing. I was consul- 
ted by a stutterer, who informed me, that he ceased to stut- 
ter when, in a large company, it grew dark, and candles were 
not brought in for some time, so that he could not be observed 
by those he was speaking to. In his youth, his parents had at- 
tempted to profit by this observation, by blindfolding him, but 
without success. 

In the usual way, the hesitation of the tongue is particularly 
observed in the articulation of the consonants K, 7, G, L; but 
when, from any of the reasons I have mentioned, the spasm of 
the vocal organ is increased, the difficulty of articulation ex- 
tends to a greater number of consonants: the labial, lingual, or 
nasal consonants, are equally repeated; the sounds even which 
require only a simple emission of the voice, are, in a manner, 
choked in the larynx; and, the convulsive spasms, after having 
seized all the muscles which contribute to the voice and 
speech, extend to some of those of the face, and occasion very 
distressing distortions. 

In some individuals, even the muscles of respiration, and 
particularly those which perform inspiration, partake at inter- 
vals of these convulsive motions, which produce a great number 
of aspirated sounds, that precede, or interrupt, in a disagreea- 
ble manner, the easiest words to pronounce. It was, no doubt, 
in illusion to this sort of stuttering, that Catullus says, in an 
epigram against one Arrius,— 


“ Chommoda* dicebat, si quando commoda vellet, 
“« Dicére, et hinsidias, Arrius, insidias.”’ 

* The study of these defects of pronunciation in the works of the ancients, 
can alone throw some light on the manner in which they articulated sounds, 
or rather on the difference between their pronunciation and ours. Thus we 
see, by the first of these two verses, that the Romans pronounced the A, even 
when placed between the c and a vowel; while, in our method, it is dead to 
the ear, since we pronounce in the same way the first syllable of chorus and 
coram. 

{It must here be remarked, that the French, and most other nations, are 
ignorant of the English sound of ch in chair and chamber, always giving it the 
pronunciation of our sh. The Italians soften their c into our cA, or, as other 
nations call it, th—Enc.Epir.} 
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It is impossible not to discern in these phenomena of stutter- 
ing a spasmodic affection, and which is the result of a weakness 
in the moving powers of the tongue and larynx. But it is not 
in the marked and lengthened motions of those muscles, that 
this debility is perceptible. I performed some minute experi- 
ments on the tongue of a stutterer, with the design of ascer- 
taining if its sensible motions were less free, less extensive, 
less powerful, than my own, but could find no difference. It is 
only in its delicate imperceptible motions, that this moveable 
organ wants the force, or rather the necessary solidity, to exe- 
cute them with precision. A phenomenon may here be obser- 
ved, which is more evident in some organs of motion whose 
functions are more easily perceptible. The muscles of the fin- 
gers, for example, may be endowed with that powerful con- 
tractility which constitutes what is commonly called a strong 
fist; and, at the same time, may exhibit, in those slight motions 
of contraction and relaxation which delicate work requires 
(such as writing,) that hesitation and shaking which are seen 
in weak organs. 

Notwithstanding, in cases of stuttering brought on acci- 
dentally from an apoplexy, or adynamic fever, in the embar- 
rassment which precedes some affection of the brain, all the mo- 
tions of the tongue are visibly weakened. If, to be surer of it, 
the tongue is kept for some seconds out of the mouth, it vacil- 
lates, trembles, and yields to involuntary motions, which give 
it a different position from that which is attempted, and which 
it can only recover with hesitation. It may be remarked, in 
the same case, that the act of mastication and deglutition is 
slower and laborious. Moreover, the complete asthenic cha- 
racter of accidental stutterings, which all manifesly belong to 
paralysis, evidently show the nature of the congenital stutter- 
ing, and, I think, it cannot be doubted that their proximate 
cause is the same, with a few modifications; and that is, the 
weakness of the muscles. But is this weakness essential or 
symptomatic? Or, to express myself more clearly, does it re- 
side in the muscles of speech, or is it only the consequence of 
some other defect? In the stuttering from childhood, I consid- 
er it to be essential; but, when it comes on suddenly, or by de- 
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grees in the course of life, it seems to depend on some affec- 
tion of the brain, or some organic lesion of the instruments of 
the voice and speech, such as tumours at the basis of the 
tongue, or on the passage of the great hypoglossal nerve.— 
Riviere. 

Can stuttering be cured?—I have no doubt of it; and, what 
[ shall say directly, when speaking of the treatment of it, will 
help to confirm this prognostic. Many persons afflicted with 
this imperfection, and strongly sensible of its inconveniences, 
with an anxious desire to be freed from it, have succeeded by 
perseverance, particularly when seconded by the progress of 
life, which tends to diminish this defect, either by blunting 
that fear of displeasing which occasions timidity, or by forti- 
fying the muscles which serve for the emission and articula- 
tion of sounds. One of the presidents of the Convention, fa- 
mous for his heroical coolness and imposing eloquence in the 
midst of a scene of horror, was born a sutterer; but had strug- 
gled with so much success against it, as at last to overcome it, 
I know some other facts equally encouraging. One may hope 
still more, if the stuttering is in a child that has begun to speak 
later than usual, either from geaeral weakness or from worms, 
which have often occurred, or remained long. In these cases, 
the epoch of puberty concurs powerfully towards the cure, by 
fortifying the constitution, and giving more firmness to the 
organs of speech. However, when the embarrassment of the 
tongue is considerable, the approach of puberty is insufficient to 
dispel it, and we must have recourse to the medical means 
which I shall now point out. 

The proper means for curing stuttering vary according to 
its duration and intensity. If it be a child in whom this defect 
is complicated with a great volubility of the tongue, and with 
a confused and defective articulation in general, we must at- 
tempt to put some bounds to this immoderate use of speech, 
by making him spell, read with a loud voice and deliberately, 
often making him come back to the articulation of the sylla- 
bles which he finds most difficult. Yet this method is not equal 
to the one which I have tried twice with the greatest success. 
It consists in confiding the child entirely to a foreign nurse, 
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who, only knowing the language of her own country, forces 
the child to learn slowly, and to give up for some years that 
which he had learnt too quick. To this plan, I once added that 
of keeping the organs of speech in complete repose and si- 
lence for a whole year; as, from continual hesitations and in- 
voluntary fatiguing repetitions, they appeared to me to be pre- 
maturely charged with a function beyond their strength. 

These means produce but little change, when the indivi- 
dual has passed the age of adolescence. At this epoch the prac- 
tice of declamation would be very useful. He should begin by 
that, which, being the most remote from the tone of conver- 
sation, requires more slowness and precision in the motions of 
the tongue, a louder voice, and longer kept up,—as in tragedy 
or preaching. From that he will proceed to more familiar de- 
clamation; and, at length, to reading comedies in prose; per- 
forming these exercises as much as possible before a numer- 
ous society. ? 

In all cases, it is of much importance, in order to carry on 
the cure with method, to distinguish what is fundamental and 
permanent in this defect, from what arises through anxiety 
and apprehension on speaking’in society, or in public; for, if 
the stuttering was always the same, (which is exceedingly 
rare,) or but little susceptible of variation, it would be suffi- 
cient to exercise frequently the organs of speech in the articu- 
lation of difficult sounds to remove the impediment. These 
practices, so advantageous in the case we are speaking of, are 
not useless in any, and I cannot recommend them too strongly. 
But, to proceed with method, one should thoroughly know the 
theory of vocal sounds, both simple and articulate. For this, 
the works of Wallis, Ammann, and the Abbé Lépée, should 
be carefully studied, and which, on that account, I shall not 
discuss in this memoir. To the precepts of these writers, I shall 
only add one important particular, which none of them have 
mentioned; which is, that it is not sufficient, in order to fami- 
liarise the tongue with the articulation of sounds, to study the 
mechanism of that articulation, and subject it to frequent repe- 
titions, but that we must exercise ourselves with these articu- 
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late sounds in all their possible combinations. A syllable which 
is fairly pronounced, if preceded by another which leaves the 
tongue in a favourable situation for overcoming the difficulty, 
will not be so easy, if it follows some other which has net that 
advantage, or if it forms the beginning of a word or phrase; 
just as one consonant will occasion more frequent or stronger 
stuttering, if connected with such and such a vowel, than with 
another; which is commonly observed in the letter c, which 
stutterers pronounce with more difficulty when it is followed 
by an a, than when it precedes an 0. 

But, when the stuttering is susceptible of increase, and the 
embarrassment extends to a great number of syllables, and 
even simple sounds, it is not sufficient to render the articula- 
tion of sounds easier and more correct; we must then endea- 
vour, by the application of mechanical means to the organs of 
epeech, to augment their strength in overcoming the spasmo- 
dic susceptibility. We must do for the muscles, destined to 
the formation of speech, the same as is practised for the mus- 
cles of locomotion, to which steadiness and suppleness are 
given in proportion as they are employed in various or fa- 
tiguing exercises, such as dancing and fencing. From this com- 
parison, and in order to obtain an analogous exercise from the 
muscles of the tongue and lips, I render their motions more 
difficult and laborious by obstacles placed in the mouth; and, 
notwithstanding the great uneasiness they occasion, one must 
still talk, shout, sing, and whistle with them frequently. At 
first, it is impossible; but, after some days, and by repeated 
efforts, the muscles, overcoming the impediment, recover their 
motions, and, what is more, with greater steadiness. To pro- 
duce this desired effect, I make use of a very simple instru- 
ment.—It is a sort of little fork, made of platinum or gold, 
which rises from the concave centre of a flat and bent stem 
composed of the same metal, and applied with its convex side 
to the concavity of the alveolary arcade of the inferior jaw- 
bone. The fork, which is supported by this metallic arch, is 
an inch long, more or less, placed in a horizontal situation op- 
posite the frenum: it receives that membranous check in its 
bifurcation; while its two branches, terminated each by a flat 



































“— © mee DD OO” 


ied 





62 eehUC hhlC llc itl Ol tHUCUCAUlC(<ia CUO 








ich 


ty, 
iat 


se; 
rer 
ith 
ch 
ed 








oat 


¢ 
: 
: 
= 
S: 
ie 
—— 
4 
ra 


M. Itard’s Memoir on Stuttering. 447 


button about the size of a bean, rest on the inferior side of the 
tongue in the returning angle which it forms by its union with 
the inferior side of the mouth. 

This instrument is scarcely fixed in its place, when, as I have 
said above, a confused and embarrassed voice is heard, very 
analogous to that which characterises the erosion or congeni- 
tal division of the veil of the palate; but, what is remarkable, 
quite free from stuttering. The most difficult syllables are 
painfully articulated, but by no means repeated; and this fa- 
vourable change still continues, even when the organs of 


speech, accustomed. to the instrument, have recovered the 


freedom of their motions, and can pronounce sounds clearly 
articulate. However, if this mechanical support. be too soon 
removed, the stuttering comes on as before; it must, therefore, 
be kept on a long time, and, when it is necessary to remove it, 
as for eating or sleeping, silence must be rigorously observed. 
I cannot precisely say how long it is necessary, being able to 
cite only two instances of a cure by this method. One was a 
young man twenty years of age; he kept this sort of bit 
in his mouth for a year and a half, and found it so little trou- 
blesome at last, that, during some months, he did not even 
take it out toeat. The perseverance with which he bore this 
apparatus arose from a motive which, at that age, will make 
one undertake and support any thing,—the hope of pleasing a 
young woman with whom he was violently in love, and whose 
coldness he attributed merely to his unfortunate stuttering. 
His complaint, indeed, was very bad, and subjected him to con- 
vulsive exacerbations of the muscles of the mouth, nose, and 
eye-lids, which made speaking both painful to himself and un- 
pleasant to the company. His success was complete; but I ne- 
ver heard whether he obtained the object of his wishes. 

The second object of my observation was a boy eleven 
years old, who could not feel the same motives for perseve- 
rance. He was very impatient with the instrument, and took 
it out of his mouth whenever he was not watched. Notwith- 
standing which, when he was brought to me after eight months, 
the stuttering was considerably diminished; and, though I have 
heard nothing more of him, I am almost certain that a few 
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months more would have completed acure. At the moment 
I am writing this, a young man, passed thirty, who one day or 
other will take his hereditary seat in the Chamber of Peers, 


has subjected himself to the same treatment with a constancy 


and strength of mind inspired by the most noble motives. A 
sensible improvement, within a few weeks, gives me reason to 
think, that I shall not have undertaken his case in vain. The 
instrument which I have had made for this young man is much 
more perfect than those which I previously employed. I am 
indebted for it to the skilful hand of Pernet, the dentist. 
Moveable branches, shorter or longer, more or less divergent, 


- allow the pressure on the muscles of the tongue to be increa- 


sed, and the resting points to be varied. I have seconded the 
effects of these mechanical means by tonic gargles, made with 
an alcoholic tincture of bark, cantharides, and other stimuli. 
There are few cases of stuttering in which this last method 
might not be used with advantage. I must, however, except 
that sort of stutteritg (very rare indeed) in which the organs 
of the voice, much more than those of speech, appear to be the 
seat of that spasmodic hesitation which suddenly suspends the 
formation of words. It is perceptible from the sounds appear- 
ing, as it were, to be stopped in the larynx; and it becomes evi- 
dent, if, on attempting to pronounce with some haste a long 
series of vowels, the difficulty still recurs. In this case, most 
advantage will be derived from the practice of vocal music, 
and particularly from that exercise of the voice which consists 
in stringing sounds together. These means may be seconded 
by some local tonics. Moxa, on the sides of the larynx, and 
the os hyoides, might have the happiest effect. I recommend- 
ed it once in a stuttering of this kind; but, the patient taking 
alarm, it was not employed. In prescribing this mode of ex- 
citation, I was guided by the good effects which I have often 
observed from it in chronical aphonia, essential dumbness, 
and other lesions of the voice and speech, which will form the 
subject of another memoir. 
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Case of Varicella—By Dr. M‘Arruur, M. D. F. L. S. 
Walmer, Kent. 


{From the Medico-Chirurgical Journal and Review, for January, 1818. ] 


Tue frequently alleged failure of vaccination, in prevent 
ing small pox, is a matter of deep regret, because these reports 
prevent some parents from submitting their children to vac- 
cination, since it does not promise. them absolute security; 
and, therefore, in many parts of the kingdom, partly from this 
cause, and partly from the want of agreement amongst the 
medical practioners themselves, inoculation for small-pox is 
occasionally practised; and thus, a disease continues to be per- 
petuated, which the friends of humanity had hoped would have 
been banished by this time from the catalogue of human ills. 

Within the last nine years my attention has been directed 
towards the supposed cases of small-pox which had succeeded 
vaccination, and many instances have been pointed out to me, 
but the disease in every case proved only a severe degree of 
chicken-pox; and I should have been led to suppose, that smalf 
pox as rarely occurred in a person that had been properly vac- 
cinated, as after the inoculated small-pox itself, were it not 
proved to the contrary by the evidence of men of the first ta> 
lents and respectability. 

It is a trite observation, that diseases occurring during the 
prevalence of any epidemic, partake, in a considerable degree, 
of its nature and severity; and I have often remarked varicella 
to be more severe, when it has occurred at the time a bad kind 
of small-pox or measles has prevailed. 

The preceding observations are intended to introduce a 
Case of chicken-pox, which for some days had deceived me; 
and had I quitted my patient on the fourth day of the erup- 
tion, I should have left her, persuaded that the disease was a 
case of legitimate small-pox; although some of the symptoms 
appeared earlier than common. I subjoin the Case in the ipsis- 
sima verba of the memoranda I took at the time. 


Vou. VIII. 8 L No. 32. 
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“ T was this day, the 17th of June, 1816, requested to visit 
Miss M‘K , aged about 13 years. Had been vaccinated 
ten years ago at the Naval Hospital, and a cicatrice is evident 
on her right arm. Mr. Howell, a surgeon in the royal navy, 
and a friend of the family, states, that on Saturday last, the 
15th instant, she complained of aloss of appetite, with pain 
and uneasiness in the region of the stomach; skin hot and dry; 
head-ach, anxiety, thirst, and some difficulty in swallowing, 
but unattended with pain. On Sunday the 16th, the febrile 
symptoms had increased ; there was much delirium; pulse 150. 
Mr. H. abstracted ten ounces of blood from the arm, and 
opened her bowels with the sulphate of magnesia. This day 
delirium was less; heat of skin abated; pulse 150. An erythre- 
matous inflammation occupies the face, neck, arms, and par- 





ticularly the abdomen; but has not extended to the lower ex- | 


tremities. To be kept cool, and her bowels to be opened with 
the sulphate of magnesia. Tuesday the 18th, a crop of small 
pustules appears on the face and neck, and afew are appearing 
on the arms; the inflammation extends to the lower extremi- 
ties; delirium gone. Wednesday the 19th, the eruption on the 
face and upper extremities very full; a considerable number 
has appeared on the lower extremities; no pustules on any part 
of the abdomen; the efflorescence has nearly disappeared on 
the face and arms; on the abdomen it is of a less vivid colour, 
and very much resembles the red-gum in children; pulse 100; 
tongue clean; some enlargement of the tonsils, and pain in 
swallowing. Thursday the 20th, pustules every where increas- 
ing in size, and more elevated; eye-lids swollen; soreness of 
the throat, and increased flow of saliva; pulse 96. Friday the 
21st, pustules still increasing, and filling with a straw-coloured 
fluid; confluent on each side of the nose; eyes closed; pulse 
100. Saturday the 22d, pustules on the face depressed and be- 
ginning to blacken; on the extremities they are stationary, 
containing a whey-like fluid; face less tumid; soreness of the 
throat abated; can open her eyes, and seems altogether better. 
Sunday the 23d, pustules on the face dry and shrivelled, those 
on the arms depressed; on the lower extremities they con- 
tinue much as before: neither ptyalism nor soreness of the 
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throat. Monday, the scabs on the face are already nearly 
dropped off, leaving a horny elevation occupying the centre 
of each pustule; the eruption on the extremities disappearing. 
In a few days after this period, the scabs had entirely drop- 
ped off, leaving her in perfect health. The erythrematous in- 
flammation which preceded the eruption of the pustules dis- 
appeared as the latter increased in size. It is singular, the 
pustules did not extend to any part of the abdomen.” 


Walmer, Deal, March 30, 1818. 


On the Medicinal Properties of Stramonium; with illustrative 
Cases. By ALEXANDER Marcet, M. D. F. R. S. Physi- 
czan to Guy’s Hospital. 


[From the Medico-Chirurgical Transactions, Volume VII. Part II. ] 


Havinc seen, within the last few months, several instances 
in which Stramonium, or the Thorn-apple*, taken internally in 
the form of extract, has appeared to relieve acute pains of va- 
rious kinds, more effectually than any other narcotic medicine; 
and the properties of this plant, as an internal medicine, not 
having, to my knowledge, been yet particularly investigated or 
described by any English medical writer, I have thought it 
my duty to submit to the Society the result of my observations 
on this subject. 

The inhalation of the smoke of the Datura Stramonium for 
the relief of asthma, a practice introduced within these few 
years, is, I believe, in some instances attended with unques- 
tionable benefit, and is frequently resorted to in that disease. 
Indeed this plant, which grows wild in this and many other 
countries, and is more especially met with in dunghills and 
among rubbish, is now cultivated in some English gardens for 


* Datura Stramonium of Linneus. An herbaceous plant, with a thick 
branched stalk, two or three feet high, large sinuated indented leaves, and 
long tubular white or purplish flowers succeeded by large, prickly, green, 
fleshy seed-vessels, which open at the end in four divisions, and disclose 
numerous black seeds. It flowers in July. 
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the purpose just mentioned. It is chopped into small pieces 
and smoked like tobacco; and though often ineffectual, it has 
acquired no inconsiderable repute among asthmatic persons.* 

The effects of this plant as a poison, when taken internally, 
have long been noticed in medical works, both in this and 
other countries: amongst those of American writers in particu- 
lar, several tracts are to be found on this subject}. In Europe, 
the poisonous effects of Stramonium are also mentioned by 
many authors. Boerhaave, amongst others, seems to have 
been well acquainted with its deleterious effects; for it is stated 
upon his authority, that “*some boys, who had eaten the seeds 
of Thorn-apples, were seized with giddiness, horrible imagi- 
nations, terrors and delirium, and those who did not soon 
vomit, died.” And Dr. Woodville relates, on the authority of 
Dr. Haygarth, an instance in the town of Chester, in which se- 
veral children who had swallowed some of the seeds of Stra- 
monium, were seized with blindness and a kind of madness, 
biting, scratching, shrieking, laughing and crying, in a fright- 
ful mannert. It had been observed also, that these effects, 
when the quantity taken was but small, though still very pecu- 
liar, were not so formidable; and it is even mentioned by 
Kempfer and Prosper Alpinus, that the Turks and Indians, 
who are not allowed to drink wine, sometimes take Stramo- 
nium in minute doses, on account of its exhilarating property. 

As a medicine, however, it is in the writings of modern 
German practitioners, that I find the earliest records of its 
effects; and although it obtained, many years ago, a place in 
the Edinburgh Dispensatory, it was evidently rather upon the 
authority of German writers, than from the experience of Bri- 
tish practitioners. Dr. Storck of Vienna was, I believe, the 
first who expressly wrote upon the medicinal effects of Stramo- 


* An ointment prepared from the leaves of Stramonium, has also been 
found to give ease in external inflammation, and in hemorrhoids. 

t Vide Samuel Cooper’s inaugural dissertation on Stramonium, 1797, pub- 
lished in Caldwell’s Selected medical Theses, Philadelphia, 1805; and Bartrag, 
in Transactions of the college of physicians, of Philadelphia, I. 198, &c. 

+ Woodville’s Medical Botany, II. 339. Other instances of a similar kind are 
related in the Edinb. Med. Comment. Vol. V. 161. 
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nium. So far back as the year 1762*, he published a tract on 
the virtues of this plant, from the expressed juice of which he 
prepared an extract, which he administered in the dose of from 
half a grain to one grain, three, four, or even six times a day. 
He tried it in cases of mania, epilepsy and convulsions. Dr. 
Wedenberg of Upsal}, and Dr. Odhelius of Stockholm, re- 
peated these trials in the same class of diseases; and the aggre- 
gate result of their experiments, though in sume instances suc- 
cessful, and shewing the remedv to be possessed of great pow- 
ers, was certainly not upon the whole very fayourablef. 

In these, and a few other trials by German practitioners, the 
mode of preparing the medicine was various. Storck, as I have 
just mentioned, made an extract from the plant; others used 
the powdered leaves, in the dose of from one to five grains. 
Sometimes also a decoction of the whole plant was employed. 
As to the largest dose administered, I find as much as thirty 
grains of the extract stated to have been given for a dose*. 
But from what I shall presently relate of the effects of this 
medicine, that statement will appear scarcely admissible. 

In these early trials, the effects which were most commonly 
observed when the medicine was taken in sufficient doses, were 
vertigo, a sense of dryness and suffocation in the throat, and a 
peculiar affection of the eyes, sometimes attended with sleept- 
ness, and even in some instances with a degree of delirium. 
Some writers} assert that it is apt to paralyse the iris and dilate 
the pupil, like the belladonna. Others mention the aperient 


* Tract. de Stramon. Vienna, 1762. 

1 Wedenberg de stramonii usu in morbis convulsivis. 

+ Dr. Samuel Cooper, in the work above quoted, which did not come to 
my knowledge till after this paper had been prepared for the press, contains 
the fullest account of the deleterious effects of Stramonium that I have yet 
met with. His experiments were tried partly upon men in health, and partly 
upon animals; and afforded some curious results, several of which coincide 
with my own observation. He relates also a few trials, made by himself and 
others, of its medicinal effects. These, however, are but summarily noticed, 
and add but little to our information on this subject. The preparation of the 
plant which was commonly used in his experiments, was the leaves in pow- 
der; and the dose was from half a grain to four grains. 

* Murray's Apparatus Medicaminum, I. 458. 
+ Dictionnaire d’ Histoire Naturelle, art. Stramonium. 
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tendency of this medicine; but none of those whose papers I 
have had an opportunity of consulting, ascribe to it any con- 
stant or distinct effects on the pulse; nor do they seem to have 
noticed what appears to me to be the principal, and by far the 
most promising property of Stramonium, namely, that of al- 
laying some of the most obstinate and severe kinds of pain. 

The only form in which I have tried the Stramonium, is that 
of extract; and all the specimens I have used, with but one ex- 
ception, have been prepared by Mr. Hudson, an eminent che- 
mist and druggist in the Hay- Market; who has been so obliging 
as to favour me with the following account of his process, with 
permission to lay it before the Society. 

“One pound of the Seeds of Stramonium, after being well 
bruised, are boiled with three gallons of water down to one 
gallon. The decoction is strained, and the seeds are again 
boiled, with one gallon more of water, to two quarts. This se- 
cond decoction is strained, and being mixed with the former, 
the whole is allowed to stand for twelve hours. The liquor is 
then drawn off, free from fecula and oil, and evaporated to a 
proper consistence, the latter part of the evaporation being 
performed in a water bath. A considerable portion of oil is 
separated from the seeds by boiling; which is troublesome in 
the extract, if allowed to remain, and does not appear to add 
in any degree to its effect. 

“‘ The quantity of extract, yielded by one pound of seeds, is 
from one ounce and a half to two ounces; being liable to some 
variation from the state and quality of the seeds. 

** An analagous extract is obtained by a process exactly si- 
milar, by substituting the whole plant cut into small pieces, in- 
stead of the seeds; but in this case none of the oily matter 
above-mentioned appears. The proportion of extract, when 
prepared from the whole plant, has not been ascertained.” 

I have only to add to the above account, that, from the few 
comparative trials I have made of the two kinds of prepara- 
tions, the extract obtained from the seeds has appeared to me 
considerably more active than that prepared from the whole 
plant; and the impression made upon my mind from these 
trials is, that the extract from the seeds is more certain in its 
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effects than the other, and that one part of the former is at 
least equal in power to two parts of the latter. But though the 
one appears to be so much stronger than the other, I am not 
able to point out any other difference between the two prepara- 
tions. The form of pills is that which I have always used; but 
it would not be difficult to dissolve, or at least diffuse, the ex- 
tract in some appropriate menstruum; so as to enable the pre- 
scriber, if necessary, to divide this powerful medicine into 
very small doses, with a greater degree of convenience and 
accuracy than the form of pills generally permits. 

As to the probability of the Stramonium proving suffi- 
ciently useful to be adopted in general practice, no body is 
more sensible than I am of the great caution with which the 
statements of one individual, however candid, or the evidence 
of a few cases, however carefully related, must be received in 
medicine. The subject, nevertheless, will perhaps be deemed 
worthy of further investigation, and the annexed cases will ap- 
pear entitled to the more attention, when it is remarked that I 
have made a point of mentioning the unfavourable as well as 
the successful results, a practice which appears to me indis- 
pensable in medical writings, and to which [ have uniformly 
adhered on former occasions.* 

I do not by any means pretend to have yet acquired a com~ 
petent knowledge of the properties of this medicine; but if I 
were called upon to express in a few words the general opi- 
nion which I feel inclined to form from the opportunities I 
have had of studying them, I should say, that the most com- 
mon effect of Stramonium, when administered in appropriate 
doses,+ in cases of chronic disease, attended with acute pain, 
is to lessen powerfully, and almost immediately, sensibility and 
pain; to occasion a sort of nervous shock, which is frequently 
attended with a momentary affection of the head and eyes, 
with a degree of nausea, and with phenomena resembling those 
that are produced by intoxication; to excite in many instances 


* See Essay on the medicinal properties of the oxyd of Bismuth, in the 
3th volume of the Memoirs of the Medical Society of London. 

¢1 mean from one-eighth to one grain, a dose which should not be ex- 
ceeded till its effects have been ascertained. 
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nervous sensations, which are referred to the esophagus, or 
bronchiz, or fauces, and which sometimes amount to a sense 
of suffocation; to have rather a relaxing than an astringent ef- 
fect upon the bowels; to have no marked influence upon the 
frequency of the pulse, though in a few instances it has ap- 
peared to render it somewhat slower; to produce but a transi- 
tory and snconsiderable dilatation of the iris and pupil; and to 
have but little immediate tendency to induce sleep, except 
from the the state of comparative serenity and ease, which 
generally follows the sy mptoms I have just described. 

‘In some instances, however, as will be seen on perusing the 
annexed cases, the beneficial effects are obtained without the 
patient experiencing any of the uneasy sensations above-men- 
tioned; while in 3 few others, the unpleasant consequences of 


the medicine have been experienced without any subsequent 


benefit. 

I think it right to st 
dental manner in which 
medicine. About 15 mont! 
my patients in Guy’s Hospital, 
attending the hospital, (whose n 


should have great pleasure in mentioning 1 
the bed-side of a patient labouring under excruciating pain 


that his father, a practitioner in the country, was 
in the habit of preparing an extract of Stramonium, which he 
found singularly useful in relieving those painful disorders. 
This gentleman at the same time offered me a few grains of 
this extract which he had with him, and which I immediately 
tried in the case in question,* with the following result. 


ate, before I detail the cases, the acci- 
‘ny attention was first directed to this 

1 was one day visiting 
one of the medical pupils, then 
ame I cannot recollect, else I 
t) informed me, by 


from sciatica, 


Casr 1. Jane Elsworth, et. 30, was admitted into the hos- 
l,on the 15th of April 1815, labouring under symptoms of 
Sciatica of long standing, with strong suspicion of disease in 
the hip-joint. The pains in the hip and knee were excrucia- 
ting; and Cicuta, Hyoscyamus, Opium and blistering, were 
tried in succession without any relief, till the 13th of May, when 
half a grain of extract of Stramonium was given three times 


paper, Mr. Hudson’s extract was 
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* In all the other cases related in this 
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a day. The relief was immediate and very striking; but she 
uniformly complained, each time she swallowed the pill, of a 
peculiar sensation of heat in her throat, with a kind of spas- 
modic affection in her breathing, which however always went 
off after a few minutes. This remedy was continued till the 
27th of May, when finding herself free from pain, it was omit- 
ted; but the pain soon returned, though not so severe as bee 
fore; and at the end of three days, the pills being again re- 
sorted to, the same striking beneficial effects were produced. 
On the 5th of June the pains were so much subdued, that she 
was discharged as cured, feeling quite able to return to the 
care of her family. 


Case 2.—Peter Gahagan, zt. 30, became a patient in the 
hospital on the 27th of March 1816, complaining of acute 
pains in the loins and in the right hip, often shooting to the 
groin; and he stated that his complaints had begun four months 
before. He was cupped and blistered without any benefit. The 
warm bath, Guaiacum, and Opium were used without better 
success. On the 11th of May, a quarter of a grain of the ex- 
tract of Stramonium, prepared from the seeds, was ordered to 
be taken three times a day. The relief obtained by this was 
so immediate and so complete, that he was able to walk out, 
and actually quitted the hospital of his own accord on the 13th, 
that is, after having only taken five or six doses of the medi- 
cine. Some time after this however, the sister of the ward was 
informed that he had relapsed. 


Case 3.—The case I am going to relate, though it ulti- 
mately proved fatal, and did not indeed at any time admit of 
any reasonable hopes of cure, appears to me to afford a remark- 
able illustration of the powers of Stramonium in diminishing 
sensibility and pain. It occurred last spring, in private practice, 
in a lady of great respectability, and of a clear and cultivated 
mind, who gave a much more distinct and satisfactory account 
of her sensations than most persons are able to do under simi- 
lar circumstances. The general outline of this case was as fol- 
lows. Mrs. T. about 48 years of age, had for some years past 
Vor. VIII. 3M No. 32. 
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been subject to atumour in the right breast, which though evi- 
dently schirrous, and of a very large size, had never given her 
any considerable pain. The bulk of the breast however, and 
the tension of the skin had latterly become sufficiently trouble- 
some to induce her to try, by the advice and under the manage- 
ment of Mr. John Pearson, the plan of treatment by bandages 
and preséure, as lately proposed by Mr. Young. This was per- 
severed in for some months, and it was thought with advan- 
tage, the tumour having been sensibly reduced in size, and hav- 
ing become less uneven at its surface. 

In the course of the last winter, however, whilst under this 
treatment, the patient was suddenly seized with acute pains in 
her loins, which were first considered as rheumatic*; and three 
or four weeks after this, when apparently in a state of amend- 
ment, she was suddenly seized with what she called a crawl- 
ing sensation in her left hip and thigh, extending down to the 
knee and leg, and occasionally shooting towards the groin and 
pubes. This sensation was almost immediately converted into 
pain of the most acute and excruciating kind, especially on at- 
tempting to move the affected parts; but without any distinct 
fever. Bleeding, blistering, opiates, Cicuta, Hyoscyamus, &c. 
were tried with great diligence, but with scarcely any sensible 
effect. Opium sometimes produced temporary relief, but it 
was used with great reserve, on account of the obstinate state 
of costiveness it was found to induce. When the pain abated 
for a short interval, she often felt a numbness or tingling in 
the affected limb, and a great disinclination, if not a total dis- 
ability, to move it. It was found necessary at this time to dis- 
continue the application of bandages to the breast, on account 
of the exquisite pain it produced in the loins and thigh, by the 
unavoidable change of posture it occasioned. 

These symptoms had lasted about two months, during which 
she had constantly kept her bed, when I saw her for the first 
time, about the beginning of April last, in consultation with 
Mr. Pearson. It occurred to me that the Stramonium might 
afford some relief; and finding that Mr. Pearson had two or 
three times given that remedy with good effect, to patients la- 


* During the preceding winter this lady experienced a slight attack of the 
same kind. 
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bouring under severe pain, I proposed that we should give ita 
trial in this case. We accordingly ordered a quarter of a grain 
of the extract from the seeds, prepared by Mr. Hudson, to be 
taken three times a day, which dose was the next day increased 
to three-eighths of a grain three times aday. The result, even 
from the first dose, was very remarkable. The patient felt, 
within a few minutes after taking the pill, a peculiar sensation 
in her throat, which, notwithstanding her usual accuracy in 
expressing her feelings, she was at a loss how to describe. 
She compared it to a current of wind rushing up and down the 
inside of her throat, and producing a slight sense of suffoca- 
tion. In the course of about a quarter of an hour however, 
the pain subsided sensibly, and soon afterwards entirely, and 
an uncommon feeling of serenity and repose, though not 
sleepiness, Was experienced. These effects were reproduced 
whenever she took the pill; but, after a few doses, the recur- 
rence of pain altogether ceased, so that at the end of four or 
five days the Stramonium was laid aside. About this time she 
suddenly wondered one morning that she had not passed any 
urine for twenty-four hours, and yet that she felt no call or 
uneasiness whatever. The catheter was immediately applied, 
and her urine drawn off without pain or inconvenience. On 
the following day her bowels being quite inert, she naturally 
connected this circumstance with the state of her bladder, and 
became exceedingly alarmed, under an idea that a mortifica- 
tion had taken place. By means of castor oil however, several 
motions were easily procured; but with very little if any con- 
trol over the sphincters; and from this time no urine was ever 
discharged without the catheter, nor any motions obtained 
without the assistance of cathartics. About this period how- 
ever, being refreshed by the absence of pain, her strength seem- 
ed for a time to recruit itself, and she recovered a considera- 
ble degree of appetite and cheerfulness; but she never again 
ventured to sit up in bed, partly from a sense of weakness in 
the loins, and partly from the dread of the pain which a change 
of posture might have brought on. She got so much better 
however, that the operation of strapping the breast was re- 
sumed; but it was soon found necessary to leave it off again 
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The further details of this interesting and melancholy case, 
and the various conjectures and speculations to which it gave 
rise, would be irrelevant to my present purpose. It will suf- 
fice to add that the paralytic symptoms above described did 
not in any degree abate, and that the strength of the patient 
continued gradually to decline, though the pain did not in any 
degree return. About the middle of June, she was carried in a 
litter into the country a few miles from town; and this remo- 
val, after her long confinement, far from giving her pain, af- 
forded her exquisite enjoyment. Svon after this however, 
some gangrenous spots in the sacrum, which had been ob- 
served for some time, became highly inflamed and painful; 
her powers of digestion were more and more reduced, the 
prostration of strength became excessive, though the mind 
continued unimpaired, and on the 15th of July, death termi- 
nated her complicated sufferings. 


Case 4. Sarah Mears, aged 23. This is a case which has 
for some years, at different periods, excited great interest in 
Guy’s Hospital, and given rise amongst the physicians and 
pupils to much controversy and discussion. The particulars 
of this young woman’s long and problematic sufferings, will 
probably some day be made public, but would not be relevant 
to my present purpose. The following short outline of the 
case however, will be necessary to convey an idea of the effect 
of the remedy, the properties of which I have been endea- 
vouring to ascertain. 

The original symptoms were, so far back as five or six 
years ago, a tumour in the abdomen first inclining towards 
the left side, but afterwards occupying the whole abdominal 
region, occasioning in its progress exquisite pain with fever 
and extreme irritation, and yet not producing emaciation, and 
not permanently impairing the powers of the constitution, or 
disturbing the visceral functions. This tumour gradually in- 
creased to an enormous size, so as greatly to exceed that of a 
woman in the ninth month of pregnancy, and the pain became 
more and more intense, till at last enormous quantities of a 
sanious or puriform fluid, mixed with blood and serum, were 
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simultaneously discharged, partly by vomiting, and partly by 
the vagina and the rectum, and the patient soon recovered. In 
the course of a few months however, the complaint gradually 
returned with similar symptoms, which were again relieved 
in the same manner, and the tumgur has now, for the eleventh 
time, gone through the process of filling and bursting, with 
extreme pain and subsequent sudden relief, in the way I have 
just described. 

It was on this last occasion, on the 10th of April, during 
the formation of the tumour, the pain being at its highest pitch, 
and opium affording but little relief, though given in the dose 
of from six to ten grains, that the Stramonium was tried in 
the dose of only half a grain, three times a day. This remedy 
uniformly produced, about a quarter of an hour after being 
taken, some giddiness and dimness of sight, which lasted a few 
minutes; but the pain was immediately allayed for a few hours; 
and the same relief was experienced whenever the pill was re- 
peated. But after continuing the Stramonium for five days, 
the contents of the tumour having been spontaneously dis- 
charged in the usual mode, and a truce to the pain having 
taken place, as on former occasions, the extract was discon- 
tinued. This time however, the cyst was not allowed to fill 
again; but on the contrary, the moment that the symptoms of 
throbbing and fulness recurred, the accumulating fluid was 
forced out by external pressure, and discharged both by the 
rectum and vagina. During the last three or four months, this 
operation, which is always more or less painful, has been 
repeated once or twice a week, and the reproduction of the 
tumour, at least to any considerable extent, has thus been pre- 
vented. Yet such is the tendency to inflammation in the dis- 
eased part, that cupping and bleeding, which have been prac- 
tised during the course of this illness upwards of two hundred 
times, are still frequently required. Latterly also, the functions 
of the urinary passages have become so much impaired that 
the use of the catheter is daily required; and an habitual state 
of pain and irritation have been induced, which, though not 
equal in intensity to the fits of pain formerly experienced, yet 
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frequently require the assistance of narcotic medicines*. This 
unfortunate young woman has now had such a long experience 
of disease, and has become so familiarised with the mode of 
using palliative medicines, that she has for a long time been 
allowed to take opium almost at her own discretion. But evet 
since she has become acquainted with the Stramonium, she 
has had recourse to it in preference. She takes it during the 
exaterbations of pain, in doses of from one half grain to one 
grain of the extract from the seeds, or about double that dose 
of the extract made from the whole plant, either of which af- 
fords her more relief than even half an ounce of laudanum, > 
which she now occasionally takes at one dose without much 
effect. The Stramonium however uniformly affects her head 
and eyes, but this effect is only transitory. I one day request- 
ed her to take the Stramonium pill whilst I was in the hospi- 
tal, in order that I might witness its immediate effect. In 
about twenty minutes after taking it, her eyes became dim like 
those of a person either extremely sleepy or in a state of in- 
toxication, the pupils appeared somewhat dilated, and she 
seemed extremely languid and unwilling to speak. The pulse, 
which was rather quick, previous to taking the pill, had now 
become a little slower, though still rather above the natural 
frequency. In about half an hour however, all these effects 
had disappeared, and yet the relief obtained was still distinct- 
ly felt. Her bowels are generally open, sometimes relaxed, 
and scarcely ever require the use of aperient medicines. 


Case 5. Elizabeth Aines, et. 27, was admitted into the 
hospital in June last, for pains of long standing, though of a 
very acute character, in the left loin, hip, and thigh, which 
symptoms appeared on examination to depend upon a disease 
of the hip-joint; the general constitution, however, having yet 
but little suffered. The Stramonium in this case, though used 
to a greater extent than in any former instance under my ob- 


* It may be proper to observe that the affection of the urinary organs be- 
gan long before the Stramonium was used; and that it evidently originated 
from the pressure of the tumour on the distended bladder. 
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getvation, did not afford any distinct relief. She began with 
half a grain of the extract from the whole plant, twice a day, 
the dose being gradually increased to one grain and a half, 
without any other perceptible effect than a slight momentary 
giddiness. 


Case 6. William Brown, a sailor, et. 32, had laboured for 
about four months under strongly marked sciatica, combined 
with syphilitic pains, particularly in the shin bones. All the 
usual remedies, cupping, blistering, antimonials, guaiacum, 
and opium, in pretty large doses, had been tried without ef- 
fect. In the month of May last, some weeks aiter his admis- 
sion, the pain having become almost intolerable, half a grain 
of the extract from the seeds of Stramonium, was ordered to 
be taken three times a day. The first few doses had no deci- 
ded effect; but being increased to one grain, this dose, on the 
first trial, made him very uneasy for about half an hour, when 
he suddenly felt much relieved; and this improvement conti- 
nued for many days, though the use of the medicine was sus- 
pended. He now only complained of weakness and numbness 
along the course of the sciatic nerve, which numbness how- 
ever he had occasionally felt before he began to use this medi- 
cine. 

About the end of June, when in this state of apparent con- 
valescence, the pains in the hip and loins having returned with 
great severity, the Stramonium was resumed in doses of three- 
fourths of a grain, three times a day. The rheumatic pains 
almost immediately abated, and on the Sth of July, he only 
complained of pains in his elbow joint, and shin bones; for 
which the blue pill was ordered, and the Stramonium was at 
the same time continued till the 22d of July. At this period 
he complained only of weakness in his limbs, and the Stramo- 
nium was discontinued. He was discharged cured on the 11th 
of September. 


Case 7. Justin Macarthy, zt. 56, was admitted on the 10th 
of July, having been ill about three weeks. He complained of 
excruciating pain in his right hip, thigh and knee, which I had 
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first mistaken for sciatica, but afterwards appeared upon exa- 
mination to depend upon a disease of the hip-joint and thigh- 
bone. In this case Stramonium, though gradually increased to 
one grain, three times a day, afforded no relief to the patient, 
though it produced distinct giddiness and some rambling dur- 
ing his sleep. This man however, [ cannot omit to observe, 
was most remarkably relieved by blistering the hip and the 
knee in succession, and he now complains, almost solely, of 


pain in the inguinal region*. 


~ Case 8. Christopher Russel, a poor man, aged 60, admit- 
ted on the 10th of July, had laboured about a fortnight under 
acute sciatica, and had been blistered on the head of the femur 
without any benefit. After using a variety of medicines with- 
out effect, he was ordered, on the 14th of May, to take half a 
grain of extract of Stramonium three times a day, and to sus- 
pend all other medicines. The relief was immediate. He con- 
tinued the Stramonium till the 25th of the same month, when 
it was omitted, the man being nearly well, and he was soon 
afterwards discharged free from complaint. The Stramonium, 
in this instance, removed the pain without producing any af- 
fection of the head. 


Casre 9. William Rawson, zt. 48, was admitted into the 
hospital on the 10th of July, for a severe sciatica of three 
months’ standing. Various remedies having been previously 
tried without effect, half a grain of the extract of Stramonium 
prepared from the seeds, was ordered three times a day. The 
relief produced was very remarkable. In a few days he was 
able to walk out, and was soon afterwards well enough to be 
discharged. The Stramonium in this case occasioned only 


slight dizziness. 


Case 10. Lawrence Murry, et. 34, was admitted a few 
weeks ago, labouring under excruciating pains, partly rheu- 


* A tumour has since appeared in the groin, from which matter has been 
lischarged. 
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matic, partly syphilitic, with extremely severe nocturnal exa- 
cerbations. He had kept his bed constantly ever since his 
admission. He had taken a great variety of the usual anti- 
rheumatic and anti-syphilitic medicines, and had been slightly 
salivated twice, without permanent relief. Opium in pretty 
large doses was of but very little avail. At last he was ordered, 
one oight at bed-time, to take one grain of the extract of Stra- 
monium prepared from the seeds; but this dose produced so 
much dizziness and riausea, that although it sensibly mitigat- 
ed the pain, it was thought necessary to omit it. A few days 
after this, however, the pains raging with increased violence, 
the Stramonium was again resumed, in the dose of half a grain, 
three times a day, with the very best effect. The giddiness in- 
duced by this dose was hardly perceptible, and he felt a greater 
relief at the end of two days, than he had ever experienced 
since his complaint began; he has since continued the extract 
for about a fortnight, together with mercury, and is now ina 
convalescent state. 


Case 11. A young woman was admitted a few months ago 
into the hospital by Mr. Astley Cooper, for a cancer in the 
left breast. Being repeatedly struck, on passing her bed-side, 
with her tears and her expressions of agony and despair, I in- 
quired into the particulars of her situation, and found that she 
was advised to quit the house immediately, her general health 
suffering materially from confinement, and the circumstances 
of her case not admitting of ultimate recovery. The surface 
of the breast had ulcerated, and had become exceedingly pain- 
ful. The right breast had also become diseased, and opium, 
Belladonna, and various other palliatives had been administer- 
ed at different periods with very little advantage. I advised 
her to stay a few days longer in the hospital in order to try 
the Stramonium, small doses of which were immediately or- 
dered. The result was that she soon found her pains very ma- 
terially relieved by that remedy; and when I saw her again, a 
few days afterwards, she was comparatively serene and com- 
fortable. Under these circumstances she left the hospital to go 
Vor. VIII. 3N No. 32. 
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to the country. But I have just heard that she has lately fallen 
a victim to her disorder. 


Case 12. The following case, in which Stramonium was 
used in 7ic douloureux with evident benefit, being that of a 
lady, whose husband is a medical man of considerable expe- 
rience and observation; and the outline of the case having 
been drawa up at my request by that gentleman himself, I shall 
lay it before the society in his own words. 

* The complaint in Mrs. S.’s face * began in the first week 
in Lent, and continued about eight weeks, when it appeared 
to have yielded to occasional doses of opium, and a mixture 
of valerian, camphor and ether. During this period a plaster 
of cicuta and opium was applied to the face, and before it was 
removed produced active vesication. ‘he relief however from 
this, if any, was but temporary. Mrs. S. now went into Hert- 
fordshire, and the complaint returned in about a fortnight, 
which was probably induced by riding frequently in an open 
chaise in the high grounds of this country. The same reme- 
dies now having been again employed, afforded no relief, when 
recourse was had to the Stramonium, in doses of a quarter of 
a grain of the extract from the seeds, which afforded almost 
immediate cessation of pain, and was afterwards frequently re- 
sorted to for this purpose, and on no occasion was it necessary 
to repeat it more than a second time after an interval of two 
hours. The Stramonium never produced any inconvenience, 
and never failed of relief; so much was this depended on, that 
Mrs. S. never went without some of the pills in her pocket. 
It was now thought that the complaint in the face might be 
connected with spasms in the stomach, to which Mrs. S. had 
been for some years subject, and which were connected witha 
costive state of the bowels. With this view she was advised 
to adopt a mild mercurial regimen (the blue pill), and appear- 
ed to derive considerable benefit from its continuance. At pre- 


* This lady was seen by several medical men, and amongst others by Mr 
Astley Cooper, who did not hesitate in considering her as labouring unde: 


Tic douloureux. 
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sent she has discontinued the mercurial plan for about two 
months, and had been free from the complaint some time 
before. It may be necessary to mention that, during the first 
attack, the bark was taken in large quantity. The arsenical so- 
lution was also used, till it disagreed so much as to oblige us 
to leave it off. Thus, although the mercurial plan appears to 
have produced the most permanent advantage, yet it must be 
confessed that the effect of the Stramonium was extremely 
beneficial in affording immediate relief when the pains were 
excruciating.” 


Case 13. Encouraged by the effect of Stramonium in the 
case I have just related, Mr. Astley Cooper was induced to 
recommend to my care Miss D. (who had laboured for some 
years under a severe and aggravated form of the same dis- 
ease), with a view to enable me to give that medicine ano- 
ther trial in this obstinate disorder. In this instance however, 
it failed egtirely of producing relief; or rather the patient, a 
person of the most highly irritable nervous habit, could not 
bear its effects even in the minute dose of one eighth of a 
grain. It produced great affection of the head and of the sto- 
mach, and such a general nervous agitation as could not be 
endured; and the medicine was abandoned without having 
produced the least benefit. 


Case 14. Another, and more promising opportunity of try- 
ing the effects of Stramonium in 77c douloureux, was afforded 
me a few weeks ago, by the recommendation of Mr. Cooper. 
The subject of this case is a gentleman whose general health 
appears perfectly good, though he has been frequently tor- 
mented, for about three years past, by severe paroxysms of 
Tic douloureux. Between the two or three first attacks, inter- 
vals of several months intervened; but for the last 15 or 16 
months the complaint had continued without any complete in- 
termission, though varying considerably at different times, as 
to its violence and character. Having been himself a medical 
man, and acquired great eminence and celebrity in a particular 
branch of the healing art, this gentleman had been extremely 
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active in trying all the remedies that have been recommended 
in this disorder; but had failed in obtaining permanent relief. 
Early in August last, he began to take the extract of Stramo- 
nium prepared from the seeds, in the dose, first of a quarter of 
a grain, and soon afterwards of half a grain three times a day; 
and his first report was, that in the smaller dose it had pro- 
duced no relief, but that the benefit obtained from the larger 
had been very considerable. ‘The remedy had been attended 
with no sensible inconvenience, and had produced rather an 
aperient effect. At this period however the patient went to 
the continent, and I was no longer favoured with direct ac- 
coutits of his proceedings. But as he has lately written to a 
friend that his face is very much better, and that he continues 
the S:ramonium regularly, it is reasonable to hope that his 
ease will afford another instance of the beneficial effects of this 
remedy.* 


Thus from the facts I have just laid before the society, (the 
only ones that have yet come under my own observation re- 
specting the effects of Stramonium,) it would appear that in 
four cases of sciatica decided benefit was obtained. The effi- 
cacy of this remedy was still more strongly marked in two 
cases of sciatica combined with syphilitic pains. It failed en- 
tirely in two instances of diseased hip-joint. It produced con- 
siderable relief, as to pain, in a case of supposed disease of the 
spine followed by paraplegia; and likewise in one of cancer of 
the breast. It allayed materially the pain occasioned by an 
acute uterine disease. It was of great and repeated utility in 
a case of Jic douloureux; its utility in a second case of the 


same description was very doubtful; and in a third, it entirely 
failed. 


* Since this was written, another letter of a more recent date (Septem- 
ber, 1816) was received from that gentleman, which considerably diminishes 
my hopes of the ultimate success of Stramonium in this case. He says, “ My 
face is still indifferent, though upon the whole rather better than when I 
left England. I have continued the Stramonium, and now take between five 
and six grains every day, but without any perceptible effect.” It appears from 
the same letter that the preparation of opium called ‘the blackdrop’ gene- 
rally produces relief. 
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It may perhaps appear to this learned society, on a first view 
of the subject, that the addition of a narcotic plant can hardly 
be considered as a new or important acquisition in practice, 
since we are already possessed of a variety of powerful and 
efficacious medicines of the same class. But if this remedy 
should decidedly prove, upon further trial, to produce the 
effects I have described, and in particular to allay pain, with- 
out inducing constipation or lethargy, I cannot help flattering 
myself that it will be found to afford, at least, a valuable pal- 
liative. 


Dr. Marcet on Stramonium. 





Postscript. After the two first sheets of this paper were 
printed off, I heard that the name of the medical gentleman 
alluded to in page 456, was Mr. Norwood, of Ashford, in 
Kent. 


Additional Particulars on the Preparation of the Extract of 
Stramonium, by Dr. Marcer. 


{From the Medico-Chirurgical Transactions, Vol. VIII. ] 


Havina, since the publication of my communication on the 
Extract of Stramonium, taken every opportunity of multiply- 
ing my trials of the effects of that remedy, and having receiv- 
ed very favorable reports of its efficacy from various, practi- 
tioners in different parts of the country, I think it incumbent 
upon me to communicate to the public an important fact which 
these trials have brought to light, respecting the mode of pre- 
paring this medicine. 

Having had occasion, at Guy’s Hospital, in the course of last 
summer, to renew our supply of this extract, two patients who 
were much accustomed to take it, the one for a tic doulaureux, 
and the other for avery painful uterine disease, both com- 
plained that the remedy was much less effectual than it had 
been on former occasions, in producing the usual relicf; and 
that, in order to obtain the desired effect, it was necessary to 
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take as much as two or three times the quantity they had been 
accustomed to use. Having mentioned this to Mr. Hudson, 
who had prepared the first specimens, this gentleman told me 
that he had already received, from other quarters, information 
to the same effect, and he soon favoured me with the follow- 
ing explanation: 


Letter of Mr. Hudson to Dr. Marcet. 


27, Haymarket, 27th October, 1817. 
SiR, 

~ During the last summer some remarks were made to me 
on the uncertainty, or want of uniformity, experienced in the 
effects of the extract of Stramonium prepared from the seeds; 
and I was also informed, that there was a considerable varia- 
tion in the appearance of the extract prepared by different per- 
sons. I therefore examined two specimens which had appear- 
ed, upon trial, to differ materially in strength. No. 1. was 
bright, black, and tenacious; No. 2. was dull, brownish, and 
crumbly. When dissolved, No. 1. was found to consist of ex- 
tractive matter, with very little deposit; No. 2. produced a 
very large deposit, of a farinaceous appearance: this matter 
abounds in the decoction of the seeds, and occasions consider- 
able trouble to separate it. I have sometimes been obliged to 
stop the evaporation when considerably advanced, and subject 
the decoction to a second deposition, and have two or three 
times been obliged to re-dissolve the extract. This method is 
tedious, and renders the product small, and expensive; but it 
is quite clear to me, both from the testimony of practitioners 
and my own observation, that it is of great importance to use 
this precaution in the preparation, in order to make the extract 
resemble the specimen, No. 1. which was found to be very 
superior to No. 2.; in some instances as 3to 1. I have no 
doubt the extract will be found uncertain, in proportion to the 

quantity of farina it contains. 
There is, however, another circumstance which has had a 
share in producing the uncertainty. The seeds of Stramonium 
had not been an article of any value till the effects of the ex- 
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tract became known, through your paper;—the demand then 
became so great, that all the seed that could be found, new or 
old, in good or bad condition, was brought into the market, 
and speedily bought up. This inconvenience, I believe, no 
longer exists; the growers of medical herbs have this year 
raised large quantities of the Stramonium plant, and there is 
a good supply of fresh seeds. I hope, therefore, we may anti- 
cipate more uniform and favourable results in the future 
exhibition of the medicine. 
I am, Sir, 
Yours, very respectfully, 


W. B. HUDSON. 


To the above very distinct and satisfactory statement of 
Mr. Hudson, the following particulars (which I obtained from 
a person whose accuracy and competence in pharmaceutical 
manipulations may be depended upon) may be added, as 
tending to confirm and farther explain Mr. Hudson’s obser- 
vations. 

1. The decoction of the seeds of Stramonium, when newly 
made, is turbid and milky, and continues so even after long 
standing. 

2. This decoction, if immediately filtered through paper, 
cannot be obtained quite transparent, though it becomes much 
less opaque. 

3. The filtered decoction, on standing in contact with the 
air, for three or four days, deposits very little; and, in close 
vessels, it deposits still less. 

4. The last-mentioned decoction, by rapid but cautious 
inspissation, yields an extract, which is very tenacious, and 
which, on being again mixed with water and gently warmed, 
forms a solution nearly as transparent as the decoction from 
which it was prepared. 

5. The extract, on the contrary, made from the unfiltered 
decoction, is not tenacious; but is oily and friable, and if mix- 
ed with water, yields a considerable quantity of insoluble 
sediment. 
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It appears, therefore, that in order to prepare the strongest 
extract, two modes of operating present themselves: the one 
consists in filtering the decoction made from the seeds and 
obtaining the extract from this filtered solution; and the other, 
in re-dissolving the extract obtained without any previous fil- 
tration, and again evaporating the solution after the farinace- 
ous matter has spontaneously subsided from it. Both prepara- 
tions are probably correct; but further experience will be 
necessary to decide which is the most convenient or econo- 


mical. 





To James Moore, Esq. Director of the National Vaccine 
Establishment. 


[From the London Medical and Physical Journal, for January, 1816. | 


Srr, 


I nave read your History of the Cow-pox with great satis- 
faction. It contains clear views of the subject, and, I doubt 
not, will do much good in settling the opinions of professional 
and non-professional men respecting Vaccination. There are, 
however, a few points on which I am inclined to think you 
have not dwelt strongly enough; while there are others to 
which I cannot yield my entire assent. 

On these points of discrepancy I shall take the liberty of 
stating my sentiments without any reserve; confident that, as 
the whole tenor of your work proves your chief object to have 
been to promote the cause of truth and the success of vacci- 
nation, you will receive with candour the remarks of one who 
professes to be animated by motives equally honourable. As 
I am somewhat stinted for time, you will be pleased to over- 
look any want of arrangement observable in my remarks. 

ist. The early period of life at which you recommend vac- 
cination to be performed—three weeks old, has always ap- 
peared to me too soon. Independent of what you have so 
properly said of incompleteness of organization. infants, for 
a longer period than this after birth, are peculiarly liable to 
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cutaneous affections, which may in some instances interfere 
with, or actually supersede, the vaccine irritation. 

I am aware of its having been said that the presence of 
eruptions should be no impediment; on the contrary, some 
have even alleged that such eruptions may be benefited by the 
introduction of the vaccine disease into the constitution. But 
this, [ should think, must be considered doubtful, if not dan- 
gerous doctrine. 

If the views of John Hunter with respect to the aetion of 
morbid poisons be correct, (and, in my humble judgment, 
they are the only views that present us with any thing like an 
approach to scientific precision in pathology,) then the irri- 
tation produced by the eruption already existing may so far 
counteract that of the vaccine virus introduced, as greatly to 
embarrass our judgment of the result. Even the irritation of 
teething, when present in a high degree, may be quite suffi- 
cient to prevent so mild a disease as the vaccine from exerting 
its peculiar energy; and, in fact, I have very little doubt that 
many of the failures have arisen from these very causes. 

I respectfully suggest, therefore, that moments should be 
chosen for introducing the preventive when the system ap- 
pears to be free from all irritation, either local or constitu- 
tional. Such moments may, under ordinary circumstances, 
be found. The occasion is not now so pressing as when the 
small-pox was stalking abroad; we can better choose our time. 
When the latter disease is in the neighbourhood, every con- 
sideration, as you judiciously remark, must give way. 

2d. I am sorry that I feel myself compelled to dissene from 
the doctrine, so zealously, but (as I conceive it) so erroneously, 
inculcated by you, of permitting vaccination to be practised by 
unprofessional persons. I find the same thing countenanced * 
by Dr. Dewar, in his “ Account of an Epidemic Small-pox 
which occurred in Coupar, in Fife.” I can perceive no satis- 
factory reason for this: indeed, every consideration appears to 
me unfavourable to it. 

Unfortunately for the cause of vaccination, so insignificant 
was the disease held to be on its first introduction, that the 
most ignorant were deemed competent to superintend all its 
Vou. VIII. 30 No. 32. 
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details; and the very peculiarity in its history which required 
and ought to have engaged the closest attention, became a 
reason for indifference, or justified neglect. The evils which 
have sprung from this source may be more easily imagined 
than stated. 

Were the disease to render itself manifest by any outward 
visible signs beside those of the vesicle, or could an indication 
of constitutional security be accurately deduced from any thing 
in the state of the internal organs obvious to common obser- 
vation,—then the practice of vaccination might be safely en- 
trusted to any person of common sagacity. But, when the con- 
stitutional symptoms are of the most evanescent description; 
when the progress of the local affection is such as to demand 
the most painful attention, even of professional men, to deter- 
mine accurately its genuine or spurious character; when, even 
at public institutions for vaccination, the difficulty of enforcing 
the requisite care is universally felt,—I own it does a little 
surprige me, to find so important an office consigned to the 
hands of those who are so utterly unfit to perform it well. At 
the very time when so much stress is laid, and justly too, on 
the necessity of narrowly inspecting the form and progress of 
the vesicle,—when many of the instances of small-pox after 
vaccination are presumed to have arisen, either from imper- 
fect knowledge of the true character of the vesicle, or of the 
cicatrix which it forms,—it were to have been wished that an 
injunction to commit inoculation to nurses, midwives, and 
other unprofessional persons, had proceeded from authority 
less respectable. 

It is scarcely possible to avoid tracing much of the mischief 
which has already occurred, at least in the northern part of 
tie kingdom (where mothers have vaccinated their children 
with the point of a needle, making only one puncture), in 
great measure to this source alone. The statement of Dr. 
Dewar is strongly corroborative of this opinion, whatever in- 
genuity and ability he may have shewn in urging the opposite 
doctrine: he says “it is probable a small proportion of the 
inoculations in Coupar were performed by medical men.” 
If this has been the case to any extent in the other provincial 
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towns of Scotland, there may yet be a great proportion of the 


a@ © Vaccinated in that country in whom the liability to small-pox 
h | still exists. But, disclaiming all appearance of cavilling, and 
d ; conceding to Dr. Dewar every thing he can desire, he and 
| every one must admit, that such inoculations lay the matter 
d open to all kinds of doubt and perplexity, and that there is no 
n dependence whatever to be placed on them in our reasonings. 
es F People of this description are totally ignorant of those mor- 
r- | bid phenomena in different constitutions, which may modify 
n- the action of the vaccine virus, or the appearance of the cica- 
ae trix, and regulate the opinion of the patient’s security. Besides, 
RG it is among the inferior classes that small-pox is most apt to 
id spread; and, consequently, the necessity of regular vaccination 
r- is here as great, and even greater, than among the higher 
‘Mh ranks. The latter also can flee from the danger, if at any 
1 time they dare not encounter it; the former are chained to the 
le spot. 
- F I would even exclude the clergy from this duty. It is true a 
Lt _ Treatise on the Cow-pox was published some years ago in 
nn  Edinburgh,* dedicated to the Scottish clergy, and containing 
of a strong recommendation to them to practise vaccination. The 
wal zeal of this gentleman was eminently honourable to himself, 
r- | and to his profession; but I apprehend it was a misplaced zeal, 
© | nor does it appear to me to admit of a doubt, that cases innume- 
m | rable of spurious or imperfect vaccination must have been the . 
id _ consequence of that proceeding. However competent to the 


Y © discharge of their peculiar duties we must admit the clergy 
throughout the kingdom to be, it is no disparagement to them 


ef to say, that their habits and pursuits are altogether foreign to 
of such an employment as vaccination; nor can they be expected 
to devote to it the necessary time and attention, even were the 
im | parents of the vaccinated to be more careful and punctual than 
“a they are generally found to be. Indeed, every interference of 
i- the kind is, in my judgment, to be seriously deprecated, and 
fe ought to be peremptorily prohibited, except in those remote 
i¢ situations where medical assistance is not to be had: then 


* By George Bell, surgeon, Edinburgh. 
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the clergy every-where are the best, and indeed the only, re- 
source. 

Moreover, Sir, have you not yourself declared to us that 
‘“‘no surgeon, however hurried with business, ought to forget, 
that an oversight, apparently trivial, may possibly cost his pa- 
tient his sight or life?” and again, that “the observance of the 
instructions laid down (by you) are of more real utility than 
any other point of practice?” Now, Sir, I put it to your con- 
sistency, whether it be safe or judicious, where such interests 
as these are at stake, to confide their management to the indi- 
viduals you have pointed out? 

It will result, then, that the practice of vaccination must be 
taken out of the hands of unprofessional persons. There is no 
other way left but this of establishing the Vaccine* on that im- 
moveable basis on which it ought to stand. Your suggestion 
that the operation should be performed by all the members of 
the m-dical profession is most laudable, and ought forthwith 
to be adopted. 

While my conviction of its paramount utility urges me thus 
strongly to insist on confining the practice of vaccination to 
our profession, I feel it would be to insult that profession were 
I here gravely to set about disavowing, on its behalf, all self- 
interested motives. Such a vindication would be spurned, as it 
ought to be, with contempt. Yet I cannot help observing, that, 
from the very first promulgation of the vaccine, a great deal 
of unmerited obloquy has, by the public, been cast upon that 
department of the profession to which I more immediately be- 
long; and you must pardon me, Sir, for thinking that, however 
creditable it is to your candour, you have in your late work, 
with reference to this point, dealt roundly enough with your 
brethren. It will, I suspect, be difficult to find in history a 
more pleasing instance of philanthropy and disinterested con- 
duct, than that exhibited throughout the whole course of vac- 
cination by our profession at large, and, I may venture to add, 


* By-the-bye, this word used substantively sounds rather oddly in my ear. 
Where is the objection to vacciola, seeing that we already have variola? But, 
as the term vaccine is probably by this time naturalised in the South, its adop- 
tion or rejection is a matter of very little consequence. 
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by the surgical part of it in particular. I dare safely avouch on 
their part, that a thought of self-interest, in the sense which has 
been insinuated, was never for a moment suffered to harbour 
in their minds as a motive to influence their conduct. There 
are undoubtedly worthless individuals in every profession, but 
in the present instance I trust there are few exceptions indeed 
to be made; and, at all events, common charity would incline 
us to place the opposition which vaccination has at different 
times encountered from medical men to the account of mis- 
conception, ambition, rivalship, or to any other motive rather 
than the love of lucre, in the atrocious acceptance in which it 
is here understood. 

3d. I observe, you very properly speak with caution of 
legislative interference. It certainly ought to be the last re- 
sort; yet I do not see those very formidable difficulties which 
have been started by many. When the vaccine was new to the 
world, the utmost indulgence to fears or to feelings, was ne- 
cessary and even proper, for the sake of vaccination itself. But 
the matter now appears in a very different light. What may 
have been expedient and right fifteen or twenty years ago, 
may now be inapplicable. The great mass of the thinking part 
_ of the community, have no doubts on the subject. It is among 
\ the very lowest classes of society that the difficulties chiefly 
occur, and these difficulties, in most cases, do not proceed so 
much from ignorance or natural prejudices, as from sheer in- 

difference and neglect. 

The danger has now, in a great measure, ceased to menace, 
and they are cousequently careless of precautions against that 
which is not every day staring them in the face. I never expe- 
rienced any difficulty in persuading even the most obdurate of 
this class to have their children vaccinated when small-pox 
was at the door—a pretty convincing proof that their re- 
sistance had had some other foundation than conscience or 
feeling. 

The same principle of continued non-interference carried a 
little farther, would go to abrogate the laws of quarantine. It 
is not easy, therefore, to understand why the peace and safety 
of the rational part of the people, who almost universally ap- 
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prove of vaccination, should be endangered, in tenderness to 
the prejudices, or rather the obstinacy, of the ignorant or the 
bigotted; on whom neither reasoning nor experience can be ex- 
pected to produce conviction. 

We hear of few alarms, few ravages of small-pox in foreign 
countries, and, assuredly, of no small-pox after vaccination; 
and, I know of no better way of accounting for this, than that 
in all other countries, the introduction of vaccination was made 
an affair of state concern. Persons capable of appreciating and 
communicating its benefits, were appointed to conduct its de- 
tails, and conviction of its efficacy was the invariable and im- 
mediate consequence. 

It may, however, remain a question, whether the advantage 
may not ultimately rest with us. The probability is, that, when 
vaccination shall have triumphed, as it must, over all obsta- 
cles, and been established on the basis of public opinion, con- 
solidated by long and mature discussion, it will for ever re- 
main impregnable to attack. Though, in reply to this, it might 
be plausibly urged, that, were all countries rigorously to en- 
force vaccination, the small-pox must be speedily exterminated, 
and the tedious conflict of opinions and controversy conse- 
quently superseded. 

4th. Another circumstance is, the period at which lymph 
for inoculation is directed to be taken. It is true, that, under 
the regulations you have laid down of procuring three or four 
vesicles, lymph may be taken at any period from its first for- 
mation to the acme of the disorder; but, perhaps, the common 
practice of waiting till the eighth day may still be adhered to 
with advantage. The necessity of making so many punctures 
offers to our notice a new view of the subject. If this be the 
case, what is to become of all those in whom one vesicle was 
thought sufficient, and they form a very great proportion of the 
vaccinated now existing. But, waving this matter, I suspect 
there can be no question, that irregular vaccination must have 
very often occurred from the practice publicly enjoined in 
Scotland,* of taking lymph so early as the fifth, sixth, or 
seventh day, even in those cases where only one puncture was 


* Vide Treatise by Mr. George Bell. 
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made. I apprehend, Sir, that in every contagious disease, 
there must be a point in its progress at which the contagious 
principle, or matter, or whatever you choose to call it, is pre- 
sent in greater intensity than at any other. What this point is, 
we have no means of determining precisely. Reasoning would 
intimate, that the power of propagating itself must be most 
energetic about, or near,the moment before the isease com- 
mences its decline; and, ir the dis@&se of which I am now 
speaking, this would seem to be when the vesicle has assumed 
those peculiar appearances universally admitted to be chfrac- 
teristic of the disease. The formation of the areola, I presume, 
constitutes this period, and the eighth day is, in general, the 
day on which it takes place. The virus, I should suppose, 
ought then to be regarded as possessing its highest degree of 
power. I may, at least, notice what appears to be conformable 
to this idea; that, shortly after the introduction of vaccination, 
when lymph was never taken sooner than the eighth day, and 
only one puncture made, practitioners had the satisfaction of 
communicating the disorder with more certainty than they have 
been able to do of late. But, even admitting that the lymph 
does possess its highest degree of power from thé moment 
when it first begins to appear in the-cells of the vesicle, it is 
clear, even upon your own principles, that, whatever additional 
power this may give of imparting the disease to another, the 
chances of the vaccine exercising its protecting influence on 
the constitution of the individual where the lymph had been 
taken, would be proportionally diminished, especially where 
only one vesicle was formed, which, for a lopg time, was the 
prevailing practice. It is impossible, therefore, to look back 
upon the practice at that time followed, without great fear that 
many failures have happened from this cause, and, still greater 
astonishment, that so very few have as yet shown themselves. 
And, really, when one reflects on the multifarious and com- 
plicated obstacles, against which vaccination has had to con- 
tend from the beginning, the wonder is not that we observe 
numerous cases of failure every-where starting up to alarm 
and perplex us, but that this extraordinary preventive has 
been able to maintain any thing like a respectable footing 
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amongst us; nor can a more conclusive proof be afforded of | 


the extent of its efficacy in destroying the susceptibility to 


small-pox. 


All these things being duly weighed, it is matter of deep re- | 
gret, when we find writers like Dr. Dewar, and the Editors of ~ 


one of the London Medical Journals, express themselves 
doubtingly on the subject of vaccination. 

I feel respect for the Gandour of the authors who entertain 
those doubts of the full efficacy of vaccination, because they 
are honestly and conscientiously entertained; but, in the nume- 
rous sources of failure originating in the circumstances I have 
pointed out, and in others that might be enumerated, ought 
not these respectable writers to see reason to pause before they 
contribute, by the influence of their authority, to shake, even 
in the smallest degree, the confidence of the public in this 


most beneficent dispensation? For what does all that they have 
yet witnessed amount to?—Nothing—absolutely nothing. © 
They have allowed a few anomalous ill-authenticated cases to 4 
cast a momentary shade of doubt over their minds, and have 4 
totally lost sight of the principal link in the chain of evidence, : 
or rather that which must be considered the grand result of © 


all, namely, the almost complete disappearance of the small- 
pox.—What has charmed away this loathsome and fatal dis- 
temper? 

Shall we then place one instance, in which small-pox has 
succeeded to vaccination, in opposition to the five hundred in- 
stances in this country, or, probably, to the five hundred thou- 
sand throughout the world, which have, for nearly twenty 
years, resisted that disease? This would be to adopt for our 


guidance the exception, and to reject the general rule—No,— | 


I trust we shall not so much as meditate fora moment on 
tamely yielding up the fortress to the enemy, on the first ap- 
pearance of an insidious flag of truce; but, like brave and reso- 
lute soldiers, hold out till time and experience shall demon- 
strate the necessity of a surrender. If we so defend ourselves, 
I have few fears that we shall ever be called upon to give up 


the keys of the citadel. 
CHIRURGUS. 
Newcastle-upen-Tune, November 7, 1817. 
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On the Milk extracted from the Cow Tree (l’Arbre de la 
Vache), and on Vegetable Milk in general.—By Humso pt, 
Annales de Chimie. 


[From the London Medical Repository, for May 1818.] 


“‘ We have given (say the editors of the Annales) the ex- 
tract of a memoir read by M. Humboldt in one of the last sit- 
tings of the Academy of Sciences. The readers who may 
desire a more extended detail on a subject so interesting in 
vegetable chemistry, will find it in the sixth volume of the 
Relation Historique, by the author, which will be very shortly 
published. 

“© We had for several weeks past heard mention made of a 
certain tree in the valleys of Aragua, the juice of which was 
said to be a nourishing milk; the tree, indeed, was called the 
cow tree, and we learnt that the negroes of the place, who 
drank it abundantly, looked upon it as a very wholesome spe- 
cies of aliment. This account excited surprise in our minds, 
since the general characters attached to the milky juices of 
plants, are those of being acrid, bitter, and more or less poison- 
ous. But since our residence in Barbula (province of the 
Caraccas,) we have found that in this account of the Palo de 
vaca there was no exaggeration. The tree thus named, is one 
of a very beautiful appearance. Its flowers we had not an 
opportunity of seeing; the fruit of it is rather pulpy, and en- 
closes sometimes one and sometimes two kernels. When in- 
cisions are made into the trunk of this tree, which appears to 


_ belong to the sapota tribe of plants, it gives out an abundance 
of a glutinous thick kind of milk, void of all acrimony, and 


exhaling an odour by no means unpleasant. We drank consi- 
derable quantities of it, both in the evening before we retired 
to rest and early in the morning, without experiencing the 
slightest inconvenience: it is only the glutinous nature of the 
fluid in question that occasions its taste to be at all unpleasant. 
Both the slaves and others employed upon the plantations 
drink it freely, and mix it with the maize and capada plant. 
Vot, VIII. 3 P No. 32. 
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The master of the plantation assured us that the slaves always 
thrived and gained flesh during the season in which the Palo 
de vaca furnished them with milk. When this milk is exposed 
to the air, its surface becomes covered with a strongly anima- 
lized substance of a yellowish hue, and fibrous stringy appear- 
ance, resembling a cheesy matter. This change in the juice is 
probably produced by an absorption of oxygen from the air. 
When the membranous substance of which we speak is sepa- 
rated from the more fluid part of the milk, it proves to be 
nearly as elastic as caoutchouc; but it undergoes in the course 
of time a like putrefaction with gelatine. The people of the 
place call this matter, cheese. It becomes sour in about five or 
six days, according to the observation which I made on some 
portions of it which I took with me to Orenoque. The milk, 
enclosed in a well stopped vial, had thrown down a small quan- 
tity of coagulum, which, far from being fetid, constantly ex- 
haled a sort of balsamic odour. The fresh milk scarcely co- 
agulated at all upon being mixed with cold water; but a sepa- 
ration of this viscous matter took place when I heated it with 
nitric acid. We sent two bottles of this milk to M. Fourcroy, 
at Paris. The one bottle contained the juice pure, in the other 
it was mixed with a quantity of carbonate of soda. 

This remarkable production, the Palo de vaca, appears to be 
confined to the Cordilleras (la Cordilliére du Littoral,) espe- 
cially near the lake of Marakabo. It is found also near the 
town of San Mateo; and, according to M. Bredmeyer (whose 
voyages have so much contributed to enrich the beautiful 
green-houses of Schonbrun and Vienna,) it is to be seen in the 
vale of Caucagua, three days’ journey east of the Caraccas. 
This naturalist, like ourselves, found the vegetable juice in 
question of an agreeable taste and aromatic odour. The na- 
tives of Caucagua call the tree which furnishes it, the milk 
tree arbo/l de loche. 

The inhabitants of the Andes had been in the practice of 
fabricating wax lights from the wax which is found on the 
trunk of the palm tree, long before the chemists of Europe had 
discovered quantities of wax in the pollen of flowers, varnish 
in leaves, and farina in fruits; in like manner the caseum, the 















Se 


of 


1¢€ 


id 








Account of the Palo de Vaca, or Cow Tree. 483 


basis of cheese, has but recently been detected in the emulsions 
of almonds; whereas we find that ages ago, in the mountains 
of Venezuela, the milk of a tree, and the cheese which sepa- 
rates itself from such milk, were used as aliment. How are we 
to account for these singularities in regard to the development 
of our knowledge of nature’s productions? How can we ex- 
plain the fact, that the people of another hemisphere have dis- 
covered and applied properties, which had for so long a time 
escaped the penetration of men, whose very occupation it is 
to search Nature’s laws, and penetrate her mysterious opera- 
tions? 

It would appear that the fact is to be explained, partly from 
the circumstance of the elements and principles of plants 
being distributed among so many orders and families of the 
vegetable creation, partly from that difference of quantity, with 
respect to their essential principles, which is observed in the 
vegetable world, according as the particular plant is a native 
of equatorial, or of cold and temperate latitudes, and partly by 
an ingenuity derived from necessity, which impels uncultiva- 
ted man to seek for his sustenance in the natural productions 
by which he is surrounded. Thus the juices, the bark, the roots, 
and the fruits of trees, become the subjects naturally of in- 
stinctive investigation; and when poisonous productions are 
combined with those that are wholesome and nutritive, man 1s 
taught by the same necessity to separate the one principle from 
the other, as-in the arum, tacca, &c. The American savage, 
as well as the inhabitants of the South Sea islands, have thus 
learnt the art to prepare the fecula of plants, by compressing 
it and separating its juice. In the milk of plants, as also in the 
milky emulsions, materials considerably nutrient, such as albu- 
men, the caseous and the saccharine principles are intermixed 
with caoutchouc, and deleterious ingredients, such as mor- 
phine and hydrocyanic acid. These combinations vary not only 
in the different tribes of plants, but also in the respective spe- 
cies of the same genera. Sometimes it is the morphine or nar- 
cotic principle, which predominates in vegetable milk; in other 
instances the caoutchouc is the characterizing ingredient; and 
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lastly, as we have seen in the juice of the papaya, and cow tree, 
the caseous is the main principle. 

The lactiferous plants belong principally to the three fami- 
lies of the Euphorbia, the Urticaria, and the Apocyna; and, as 
upon investigating the different distribution of vegetable 
growth in the several parts of the world, we find that the spe- 
cies of these orders of plants are most numerous in the tropi- 
cal regions, we infer that a very high temperature is necessary 
for the proper elaboration of the milky juices, as well as to 
the complete formation of the caoutchouc, of albumen, and of 
the caseous principle. The juice of the Palo de vaca certainly 
presents one of the most striking examples of a vegetable milk 
in which the acrid and deleterious principles are not united to 
albumen, caseum, or caoutchouc; but the euphorbium and 
asclepias genera, so generally known by their caustic proper- 
ties, had before furnished us with some species of which the 
juice is bland and innocent; as in the instance of the tabayba 
dulce, (euphorbia balsamifera) of the Canary Isles, and the 
asclepias lactifera of Ceylon. Bruman has told us, that the in- 
habitants of Ceylon make use of this last in lieu of milk, and 
that they mix its leaves in cookery with those articles of food 
that are generally prepared with milk. It is to be wished that 
Mr. John Davy may pay attention to this particular during 
his stay at Ceylon; for it appears probable, as has been sug- 
gested by M. Decandolle, that it is only the juice which 
exudes from the young plant, which is used for the purposes 
in question, viz. that which flows from the vegetable before 
the development of the acrid principle. Indeed, in some coun- 
tries, the first shoots of even the apocyna are eaten. 

[I have thus endeavoured to institute a general resemblance 
between the juices which circulate in plants, and the lacti- 
ferous emulsions which are yielded by the almond and palm 
tribe; and I may here add a few remarks respecting some ex- 
periments upon the carica papaya, which I made during my 
stay in the valleys of Aragua; not, of course, of so satisfactory 
a nature as they might have been, had I been furnished with 
the several reactives necessary to conduct investigations of 
this kind. I ascertained, that the younger the fruit of the plant, 
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the greater was the quantity of milk which it furnished: this 
juice, indeed, was found even in the germ of the fruit; and as 
it proceeded to maturity, its milk became not merely less 
abundant, but also more aqueous. In it was found less of the 
animal coagulable matter (mati¢re animale coagulable,) and 
it is conceivable, that as the plant advances in growth, this mat- 
ter, abstracted from the fruit, comes to constitute its pulpy or 
fleshy parts. The coagulum from the very young fruit, heated 
with nitric acid, becomes viscous, and exhales a waxy odour, 
similar to that which I have observed in‘ muscular flesh and 
in small mushrooms (thorilles,) when the acid is added to 
them in the same manner. Following the hints of Fourcroy 
and Vauquelin, I mixed the milk of the papaya with a solu- 
tion of carbonate of soda. The mixture did not run into co- 
agulated lumps, even when water was added to it. The mem- 
branous substance did not show itself, until, by the addition of 
an acid to the solution, the soda became neutralized. The co- 
agulum formed by the nitric acid, lemon juice, and hot water, 
I caused to disappear, by adding to the mixture the carbonate 
of soda. By this addition the juice resumed its milky and li- 
quid appearance; but the experiments only answered when the 
addition was made to recently formed coagula. 

In conclusion, it may be remarked, that a comparison of the 
milky juices of the papaya with those of the cow-tree and the 
hevea, offers a striking analogy between the juices which 
abound in the caseous, and those that contain the caoutchouc 
principle. All the productions in which the latter is predomi. 
nant, as likewise the impenetrable garments (manteaux im- 
perméables) that are fabricated in Spanish America, are made 
to exhale a like animal and disagreeable odour, by placing the 
milk of the hevea between two layers of them; a circumstance 
which would seem to argue, that the caoutchouc, in coagulat- 
ing, attracts to itself the caseum, which is no other, perhaps, 
than albumen in a different form. The fruit of the bread-tree 
is not any more bread than are the bananas before their matu- 
rity, or the tuberous and amilaceous roots of the cassada, the 
convolvulus battatas, or the potatoe. On the contrary, the 
milk of the Palo de vaca contains the caseous principle in the 
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same manner as does the milk from the mammalia. In pursue 
ing these analogies between the animal and vegetable world, 
we may, with M. Gay-Lussac, consider the caoutchouc as the 
oily part, the butter as it were of the vegetable milk. In a word, 
we may find in vegetable milk, caseum and caoutchouc; in 
animal milk, caseum and butter. The two principles vary in 
their proportions in different animals, as they do in the various 
species of lactiferous plants. In these last, they are more ge- 
nerally mingled with other materials which are not alimen- 
tary; but from such materials they may, perhaps, be always 
separated by chemical processes. Vegetable milk becomes 


‘wholesome and nourishing when it is deprived of its acrid and 


narcotic principle, and when it abounds more in caseous mat- 
ter than in caoutchouc. 
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American Medical Botany, being a collection of the native 
medicinal plants of the United States, containing their 
Botanical History and Chemical Analysis, and Properties 
and uses in Medicine, Diet and the Arts. With coloured 
engravings. By JacoB Bicrtow, M. D. Rumford pro- 
fessor and lecturer on materia medica and botany in Har- 
vard university. Vol. I. part I. 


{From the New England Journal of Medicine and Surgery, for Jan. 1818.] 


Tue views embraced in the plan of this elegant work are 
particularly detailed in the preface to the first volume. The 
author announces his intention to offer the public a series of 
coloured engravings of such native plants as deserve the notice 
of medical practitioners, on account of their active properties. 
This design further embraces such vegetable species, as are 
particularly useful in the arts, and in diet; also poisonous 
plants which must be known, that they may be avoided. Of 
these various and interesting objects of inquiry, the botanical 
history is first given, then the result of the author’s chemical 
analysis of their constituent parts, and lastly, their medicinal 
history. 

A work of this character cannot fail to excite the attention 
of those who are at all interested in the progress of science in 
America. Works of this kind are among the means of national 
distinction, and in this view they have a strong and decided 
claim, not only on those who cultivate science, but also on 
those who are desirous that the country shall find its respecta- 
bility in its own resources. 

A further source of interest is found in the variety of infor- 
mation which such a publication is calculated to contain. To 
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the exclusive botanist, it furnishes correct delineations, and 
minute botanical histories. It is calculated to advance vege- 
table chemistry; while it brings to view the true character of 
plants considered medicinal, and furnishes to physicians the | 
best means of distinguishing and identifying them. ‘ 

In opening the American Medical Botany, the attention is | 
first attracted by the beautiful engravings it contains. These 
are not merely coloured drawings, shaded by the lines of the 
graver, but costly and finished paintings of the objects which 





the work describes. The author seems to have aimed at giv- 


_ing true representations of plants as they are, such a view of 


them as they naturally offer, while under examination, rather 


than a display which the imagination might have assisted him | 
in making. In the letter-press, we have next an account of the 


localities of the plants described, with some notice of their 
habits, and a full botanical description of each. We have then 
a description of their properties, their chemical constituents, 
their application and use in disease, collected from the author’s 
own trials, and the testimony of respectable medical practi- 


tioners and writers. 


The first half of vol. I., which is published, contains the 


following articles: — 


Datura Stramonium, 


Thorn Apple. 


Eupatorium perfoliatum, Thorough wort. 


Phytolacca decandra, Poke. 

Arum triphyllum, Dragon root. 

Coptis trifolia, Gold thread. é 
Arbutus uva urst, Bearberry. ; 
Sanguinaria Canadensis, Blood root. 

Geranium maculatum, Cranesbill. 


Fever root. 
Poison sumach. 


Triosteum perfoliatum, 
Rhus vernix, 


We insert one of these articles, as a specimen of the work. 


* Datura Stramonium. Thorn Apple. 


“The Datura Stramonium is a wandering annual plant, | 
which follows the progress of cultivation, and is rarely found 








1e 









American Medical Botany. 489 


remote from the vicinity of dwellings. It occurs in every part 
of the Atlantic coast from Maine to the Floridas, and is also 
found in the western states, in the neighbourhood of settle- 
ments. Its favourite haunts are the borders of fields and road- 
sides, among rubbish and in neglected spots of rich ground. 
It emigrates with great facility, and often springs up in the 
ballast of ships, and in earth carried from one country to ano- 
ther. [his circumstance in Europe has undeservedly given 
rise to the opinion, that it is originally an American plant. Its 
native country, however, is doubtful, from the want of authen- 
tic descriptions of sufficient antiquity. One of the oldest satis- 
factory accounts of it is that of Gerarde in 1597, who has pub- 
lished a description and figure of this plant, and states that it 
was introduced into England by himself, from seeds received 
from Constantinople. 

‘‘Its common name in Europe, derived from the form of 
its fruit, is Thorn apple. In this country its provincial names 
are Apple of Peru, Devil’s apple, and Famestown weed. It is 
a plant of rank growth and luxuriant foliage, varying in height 
from one to six feet, according to the soil in which it grows. 
In Carolina it begins to flower in May, and in Massachusetts 
about the latter part of July, and continues until the arrival of 
frosts. 

‘“‘The Datura Stramonium belongs to the first order of the 
fifth class in the Linnezan artificial arrangement. In its natural 
order it is found among the Luride of Linnzus and the So- 
lanez of Jussieu. The following are the essential marks which 
characterize the genus Datura. The corolla funnel form and 
plaited. The calyx tubular, angular and deciduous. The cap- 
sule four valved—Under this genus are comprehended a 
number of species, a great part of which are natives of warm 
latitudes. The species Stramonium is distinguished from the 
rest by the following character. Capsules thorny, erect, ovate; 
leaves ovate, angular, smooth.—A more particular description 
of the plant is as follows. Stem erect, simple at bottom, much 
branched at top by repeated forks, smooth or slightly pubes- 
cent, hollow in the large plants, often solid in small ones. 
Leaves given off from the forks of the stem, five or six inches 
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long, acute, irregularly sinuated and toothed, with large acute 
teeth and round sinuses, the sides of the base extending un- 
equally down the petiole. Flowers single, axillary, on short 
stalks, erect or nodding. Calyx composed of one leaf, tubular, 
with five angles and five teeth, deciduous by breaking off from 
its base. Corolla funnel shaped with a long tube, five angled, 
its margin waved and folded, and terminating in five acumi- 
nate teeth. Stamens growing to the tube by their filaments, 
with oblong erect anthers. Germ superior, hairy with the 
rudiments of spines, ovate; style as long as the stamens; 
stigma obtuse, parted at base. Capsule ovate, fleshy, covered 
with-thorns, four valved, four celled, opening at top. Seeds 
numerous, reniform, black, attached to a longitudinal recepta- 
cle, which occupies the centre of each cell. 

*¢ At least two distinct varieties of Datura Stramonium are 
common in the United States. One of these has a green stalk 
and white flowers, and agrees with the figures of Sowerby and 
Woodville, except that the anthers are somewhat longer, and 
the dissepiment of the capsule thinner. The second variety, 
the one represented in our figure, has a dark reddish stem, 
minutely dotted with green; and purple flowers, striped with 
deep purple inside. It is generally a larger plant, and its stem 
more universally hollow. This variety is probably the D. ta- 
tula of Linnzus, answering to the description in the Species 
plantarum, The distinguishing marks laid down between the 
two plants are not sufficient to make them distinct species. I 
have cultivated both together and watched them throughout 
their growth, without being able to detect any difference except 
in colour. Their sensible and medical properties are the same. 
Sir James Edward Smith has lately informed me, that on con- 
sulting the herbarium of Linnzus, the original specimens of 
D. Stramonium and tatula did not appear to be more than 
varieties of the same plant. 

“‘ Every part of the Stramonium, when recent, has a strong, 
heavy, disagreeable odour, and a bitter, nauseous taste. Taken 
internally, it proves a violent narcotic poison, affecting the 
mind and body in the most powerful manner. Its usual conse- 
quences, when swallowed in considerable quantity, are vertigo 
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and confusion of mind, insensibility of the retina, occasioning 
dilatation of the pupil and loss of sight, tremors of the limbs 
and loss of the power of voluntary motion, headach, dryness 
of the throat, nausea and vomiting, anxiety and faintness, and 
sometimes furious delirium. If the amount taken be large and 
not speedily ejected from the stomach, the symptoms pass 
into convulsions or lethargic stupor, which continue till death. 
When not fatal, its effects, like those of other narcotics, are 
temporary, disappearing in from one to two days, and fre- 
quently in a shorter period. —The remedies to be resorted to 
in cases of poison from Stramonium, are a prompt emetic, 
followed by a free use of vegetable acids and strong coffee. 

‘*¢ Many stories have been related of the power of this and 
other species of Datura to produce mental alienation, without 
at the same time materially affecting the body. These accounts 
are generally of somewhat ancient date, and not correspond- 
ent with the observations of later physicians. They were suited 
to those days of credulity, in which the Royal Society of Lon- 
don gravely inquired of Sir Philberto Vernatti ‘“* Whether the 
Indians can so prepare the stupifying herb Datura, that they 
make it lie several days, months, or years, according as they 
will have it, in a man’s body; and at the end kill him without 
missing half an hour’s time?” 

“ Like opium, and like other powerful medicines, this plant, 
when taken in small quantity, and under suitable regulations, 
proves a remedy of importance, and a useful agent in the 
hands of physicians. In common with some other narcotics, 
it seems first to have been introduced freely into practice by 
Baron Storck of Vienna, as a remedy in mania, epilepsy, con- 
vulsions, &c. Many subsequent physicians have given testi- 
mony to its efficacy in certain forms of these disorders, yet 
the instances of its failure have doubtless been more frequent 
than those of its success. In Murray’s Apparatus Medicami- 
num may be found a summary of the reports of many medical 
men, who have tried it with various success in the diseases in 
question, as well as in others. Dr. Cullen has no doubt that it 
may be a remedy in certain cases of mania and epilepsy; but 
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doubts if any person has learned to distinguish the cases to 
which it is properly adapted. 

“ Dr. Fisher, President of the Massachusetts Medical So- 
ciety, has published, in their communications, some remarks on 
the employment of Stramonium in epilepsy. He divides the 
cases of that disease into three kinds; those of which the fits 
return daily; those in which they recur at regular periods, as 
monthly, or give warning of their approach by previous symp- 
toms; lastly, those in which they do not observe any regular 
period, and do not give any warning of their approach. In the 
two first kinds he asserts, that all the cases which came under 
his care, and which were not very few, had been cured by 
Stramonium. In those of the third kind he found it of no 
benefit whatever. 

“Dr. Archer of Maryland has formed distinctions nearly 
similar in the application of Stramonium to epilepsy. 

“In a case of tic doloureux of long standing, I found the 
extract, taken in as large doses as the stomach would bear, to 
afford decided relief. Several practitioners have spoken to me 
of its efficacy in this formidable disease. It should be taken 
in large doses, and the system kept for some time under its 
influence. 

“ Within a few years, the thorn apple has attracted much 
notice, both in Europe and in this country, as an efficacious 
palliative in asthma and some other affections of the lungs, 
when used by smoking, in the same manner as tobacco. The 
practice was first suggested by the employment of another 
species, the Datura ferox, for similar complaints, in the East 
Indies. An English gentleman, having exhausted the stock 
with which he had been supplied of the oriental plant, was 
advised by Dr. Sims to have recourse to the common Stra- 
monium as a substitute; and upon trial, experienced the same 
benefit as he had done from the former species. This instance 
of success led to further trials, and in a short time several 
publications appeared, containing cases of great relief afforded 
by smoking this plant in the paroxysms of asthma. Many 
individuals, of different ages, habits, and constitutions, had 
used it with the effect of producing immediate relief, and of 
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terminating the paroxysm in a short time. The efficacy how- 
ever of this medicine was called in question by Dr. Bree, a 
physician well known by his elaborate treatise on asthma, 
who published in the Medical and Physical Journal a letter, 
containing the result of a great number of unsuccessful trials 
of Stramonium in asthmatic cases. It may be doubted whe- 
ther any other physician has been so unfortunate in its use as 
Dr. Bree, since he affirms that not one’case of those under 
his care was benefited by it. Certain it is, that in this country 
the thorn apple is employed with very frequent success by 
asthmatic patients, and it would not be difficult to designate a 
dozen individuals in Boston and its vicinity, who are in the 
habit of employing it with unfailing relief in the paroxysms of 
this distressing complaint. The cases, which it is fitted to re- 
lieve, are those of pure spasmodic asthma, in which it doubt- 
less acts by its sedative and antispasmodic effects. In those 
depending upon effusion of serum in the lungs, or upon the 
presence of exciting causes in the first passages, or elsewhere, 
requiring to be removed, it must not be expected that reme- 
dies of this class can afford benefit. In several cases of ple- 
thoric and intemperate people, I have found it fail altogether, 
and venesection afterwards to give speedy relief. 

‘“‘ The part of the plant, which I have employed for smoking, 
is the leaf prepared in the same way as tobacco. The root, 
which has commonly been the part used, is more woody and 
fibrous, and possesses less of the juices of the plant, than its 
more pulpy and succulent parts. The root also, being strictly 
annual, has no opportunity to accumulate the virtues of the 
plant, beyond any other part. 

“In the seventh volume of the Medico-Chirurgical Trans- 
actions, for 1816, is a paper on the properties of the Stramo- 
nium by Dr. Marcet of London, Physician to Guy’s Hospital. 
As the result of his experience, it appeared that this medicine 
taken internally had relieved acute pains of various kinds, 
more effectually than any other narcotic substance. Its usual 
effects under his observation, when administered in appropri- 
ate doses, in chronic diseases attended with acute pain, were, 
to lessen powerfully and almost immediately, sensibility and 
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pain, to occasion a sort of nervous shock, which is frequently 
attended with a momentary affection of the head and eyes, 
with a degree of nausea, and with phenomena resembling 
those produced by intoxication; to excite in many instances 
nervous sensations, which are referred to the esophagus or 
bronchiz or fauces, and which sometimes amount to a sense 
like suffocation; to have rather a relaxing, than an astringent 
effect on the bowels; to have no marked influence on the pulse, 
except in a few instances to seem to render it slower; to pro- 
duce but a transitory and inconsiderable dilatation of the 
pupil, and to have but little immediate tendency to produce 
sleep, except from the state of comparative serenity and ease, 
which follows the preceding symptoms.—In some instances 
its beneficial effects were obtained without the patient experi- 
encing any of the uneasy sensations above mentioned. 

“The cases in which Dr. Marcet employed the Stramo- 
nium, with their results, appear in the following summary. In 
four cases of sciatica, decided benefit was obtained. The effi- 
cacy of the medicine was still more strongly marked in two 
cases of sciatica combined with syphilitic pains. It failed in 
two instances of diseased hip joint. It produced considerable 
relief of pain in a case of supposed disease of the spine, fol- 
lowed by paraplegia; and likewise in one of cancer of the 
breast. It ailayed materially the pain occasioned by an acute 
uterine disease. It was of great and repeated utility in a case 
of tic doloureux, its utility in a second case of the same de- 
scription was very doubtful, and in a third it entirely failed. 

“‘ There are some authorities for the success of Stramonium 
in chorea. Professor Chapman of Philadelphia has found it 
of use in dysmenorrhea, also with or without mercury in 
syphilitic and scrophulous ulcers of ill condition. 

* The external use of Stramonium is of much older date 
than its internal exhibition, Gerarde in his Herbal, published 
in 1597, says, ‘ The iuyce of Thorne apples, boiled with 
hogs’ grease. to the forme of an unguent or salve, cureth all 
inflammations whatsoever, all manner of burnings or scald- 
ings, and that in very short time, as myself have found by 
my dayly practise, to my great credit and profit.” Others, 
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since the time of Gerarde, have used this preparation, if not 
with the same gratifying success, at least with some benefit as 
an anodyne, sedative application. It mitigates the pain in 
burns and inflammatory tumors, and promotes the cure of 
certain cutaneous eruptions. In some irritable ulcers with 
thickened edges and a sanious discharge, I have found it re- 
markably efficacious in changing the condition and promoting 
the granulations and cicatrization. In painful hemorrhoidal 
tumors, the ointment of Stramonium, with the ointment of 
acetate of lead, gives, in many cases, very prompt and satis- 
factory relief, being in this respect inferior to no application, 
with which I have been acquainted. 

‘¢‘ Applied topically to the eye, the preparations of Stramo- 
nium diminish the sensibility of the retina, and relax the iris. 
From this effect it is employed by many surgeons to dilate the 
pupil, as preparatory to the operation for cataract. 

“The virtues of Stramonium appear to be seated in an ex- 
tractive principle, which dissolves in water and alcohol, but 
most readily in the former. It is copiously precipitated from 
the infusion by muriate of tin. With sulphate of iron it gives 
a deep green colour, and with gelatin suffers no change. Water 
distilled from the plant has the sensible qualities in a slight 
degree, but does not seem to possess the medicinal powers of 
the plant. Dr. S. Cooper, in a valuable dissertation on this: 
plant, says, that an ounce of the distilled water was taken into 
the stomach with little or no effect. The same gentleman states, 
that upon evaporating the infusion of Stramonium, he observ- 
ed a large number of minute crystals, resembling particles of 
nitre. Thinking it possibie that these might be something ana- 
logous to the crystals, said to be obtained by Derosne from 
opium, and by him denominated the narcotic principle, he re- 
peated the experiment by carefully evaporating separate de- 
coctions of the green and dried leaves. No crystals however 
were discoverable at any stage of the process, either to the 
touch, or to the eye assisted by a strong magnifier. 

“The forms in which the Stramonium is prepared for use, 
are the powder, the inspissated juice, the extract, the tincture 
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and the ointment. The powder should be made as soon as the 
plant is dry, and kept in close stopped bottles.—The inspis- 
sated juice is made by compressing the bruised leaves in a 
strong bag, until the juice is forced out. This is to be evapo- 
rated in flat vessels, at the heat of boiling salt water, to the 
thickness of honey; it is then suffered to cool, put up in glazed 
vessels and moistened with alcohol. The extract is prepared 
by immersing a pound of the leaves in three gallons of water 
and boiling down to one. The decoction should then be strain- 
ed, and stand six hours to settle, after which it may be drawn 


~ off and evaporated to the proper consistence. When the seeds 


are used, the decoction should stand a longer time to separate 
the oil with which the cotyledons abound, before evaporation. 
A larger amount of extract may be obtained by boiling the 
portion, which has been used, a second time, in a smaller quan- 
tity of water, and mixing the two decoctions before evapora- 
tion. For the ¢tzncture one ounce of the dried leaves is to be 
digested for a week in eight ounces of proof spirit, and filtrat- 
ed through paper. In making the ozntment, a pound of the 
fresh leaves may be simmered in three pounds of hogs’ lard 
until the leaves become crisp. It is then to be strained, and 


cooled gradually. 


‘‘The period for gathering the leaves is from the time the 


plant begins to flower, until the arrival of frost. 

“* As the preparations of Stramonium are liable to vary in 
strength, according to the circumstances under which they are 
made, it is always prudent to begin with the smallest dose, and 
repeat it about three times a day, increasing each dose until 
the effects begin to appear in the stomach or head. 

‘The commencing doses of the Stramonium, when pro- 
perly prepared, are as follows. 

‘“‘ Of the powdered leaves 1 grain. 

powdered seeds + a grain. 
inspissated juice or extract 1 grain. 
extract of the seeds from 4 toy grain. 


tincture from 15 to 20 drops. 
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““ BOTANICAL REFERENCES. 

** Datura Stramonium, Linnaeus Sp. pl. Fl. Suec. 185, e—Gronovivs 
Fl. Virg. 25.—Okepver. Fl. Danica 436—BLAcKwELt t. 313.—GMELIN Iter. 
1. 43 —Poiuicu. Palatin. 224.—HorrMann Germ.77.—RotTu Fl. Germ. i. 
92, &c—Woonpvitte ¢t. 124—Curris Lond. vi. t. 17.—Smiru Fl. Brit. 
254.—Engl. Bot t. 1288—Pursu Amer. 141.—Extuiortr Carol. i. 275.— 
Stramonium foliis angulosis, &c. HALLER Helv. 586. Nuci meiellz congener 
planta, CamMeRARIUS Epitome 276.—Solanum fotidum pomo spinoso, ob- 
longo, &c. BAUHIN pin. 168.—Stramonium spinosum, GerarpeE Herbal 348. 


“MEDICAL REFERENCES. 

“Storck de Stramonio, ('c.—LiNvDENSTOLPE de venenis, 531.—Sav- 
vaGES Nosol, 2. 430—Grepinc in Ludwigs Adversaria i. 345.—Murray 
App. Med. i. 670.—Cutten Mat. Med. ii. 281.—Fow er in Med. Comment. 
v. 161. —OnuHeEttius cit. Med. Comment. v. 161.—Papin in Phil. Trans. abr. 
vi. 53.—Rusu in Philad. Trans. i. 384.—Schoepf. 24—WepENBERG in Med. 
Comment. iii. 38.—Beverty. Hist. Virg. p. 121—Medical and Physical 
Journal, vol. xxv. & XXvi. in various places. Cooper in Caldwell’s Theses, 
vol. i—BArTON, Coll. Vat. Med. 46—CwarpMan in edit. Murray 146.— 
Tuatcuer, Disp. 205.—Marcet Medico-Chirurg. Trans. vii.” 


In concluding, it is but just to observe, that the typographi- 
cal part of the execution of this work is uncommonly fine, and 
that the paper on which it is printed is of a quality which has, 
we believe, been seldom if ever exceeded in the manufactories 
of this country. 


Surgical Essays. By AstLey Cooper, F. R. S. and Benja- 
MIN TRAVERs, F.R.S. Part I. with numerous Plates. 


[From the Medico-Chirurgical Journal and Review, for March, 1818. } 


Tue founders and supporters of public hospitals, those truly 
benevolent and Christian institutions, had little idea of the 
extent of the benefits which thence flow to society at large. 
Numerous as are the sufferers who there find an asylum dur- 
ing the pangs of disease, and experience the kindness, the hu- 
manity, and the skill of the medical officers, they form but a 
drop in the ocean, compared with those scattered over the 
earth, and wk» indirectly participate in the practical know- 
ledge acquired in those inimitable schools of instruction and 
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medical science, through the medium of the medical and sur- 
gical pupils there educated. But a great desideratum yet re- 
mained. The pupils of these institutions are incapacitated, 
from their ages and various other circumstances, for the im- 
portant office of recording, analysing, and arranging the mass 
of materials which every day present themselves to their view. 
This requires the hand as well as the head of a Master; and 
truly happy are we to see the good work commencing and ra- 
diating from various centres, and thus diffusing the beams of 
science through every avenue and ramification of the profes- 


sion. This indeed was a duty more incumbent on the superior 


medical officers of public hospitals to perform, than the daily 
routine of visits. They are the depositaries of practical know- 
ledge, ex officio; but they only hold it in trust for the benefit of 
their less fortunate brethren, who anxiously look up to them for 
all great improvements in the science. Itis true, they are not 
compelled to disseminate or communicate the knowledge they 
have thus acquired, and it is painful to reflect that few of 
them, comparatively speaking, have been generous enough 
to do so voluntarily; but, as the brave are always the most 
gentle, so the truly learned and experienced in the profession 


_ are always the most liberal; and the volume before us is an in- 


contestable proof of this position. What can an Astley Cooper 
gain by the drudgery of publication? Does Ais reputation re- 
quire any additional wings?——We may answer, that he can 
only gain the gratitude of the profession, and the blessings of 
the sick man, who knows not to whom he is indebted for the 
preservation of his life, but whose blessing shall be laid up— 
‘‘where moth doth not corrupt, nor thieves break through and 
steal.” 


** Homines ad deos nulla re propius accedunt, quam salutem hominibus 
dando.” Cicero. 


But to our subject. This is a work in every way worthy of 
a Cooper and a Travers. They have wisely determined to con- 
fine their reports to the useful in preference to the wonderful; 
to “a narration that includes more of the common than the 
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rare; for it is neither in the contemplation nor desire of the 
Editors to promulgate marvellous cases. The singularity of a 
case may be a good reason for its publication, but its import- 
ance is a better; and, in general, the greater its singularity, the 
less its importance.” Preface, p. xii. 

How often has this important truth flashed on our minds! 
How seldom has it proved the guide of either individuals or 
societies!—-The work consists of six papers, three by each of 
the Editors. The first is on Dislocations, by Mr. Cooper; the 
second, on Iritis, by Mr. Travers; the third is the highly in- 
teresting Case of Ligature of the Aorta, by Mr. Cooper; the 
fourth, on Phymosis and Paraphymosis, by Mr. Travers; the 
fifth, on Exostosis, by Mr. Cooper; the last, on Wounds and 
Ligatures of Veins, by Mr. Travers. Of each of these, except- 
ing one, we shall endeavour to give some account. The except- 
ed paper is on Iritis, by Mr. Travers, which is so singularly 
interesting and important, that we mean to make it the subject 
of a short separate analysis on a future occasion. It is a fine 
specimen of accurate observation and legitimate analytical in- 
duction, tending to stamp an intrinsic value on every thing that 
flows from the same source. 

1. Dislocations. Mr. Cooper, in his usual plain but ener- 
getic manner, forcibly points out the importance of articular 
anatomy, and the disgrace, not to say ruin, which may result 
from ignorance on this subject. He justly observes, that stu- 
dents will “often dissect the muscles of a limb with great 
neatness and minuteness, and then throw it away without any 
examination of the ligaments, the knowledge of which, ina 
surgical point of view, is of infinitely greater importance; and 
from hence arise the numerous errors of which they are 
guilty when they embark in the practice of their profession.” 
P. 2. 

To give any thing like a connected view of a paper in which 
there is scarcely a superfluous syllable, would be impossible 
in the limits of an analysis; and therefore we must confine our- 
selves to a few extracts. This is of the less consequence, as 
the work only wants annunciation to excite the general de- 
mand for its entire perusal. The following passage is long, but 
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it is too important to be condensed, and will offer a fair exam-~- 
ple of the valuable information which the reader is to expect 
from the pen of Mr. Cooper. 

“ Means of Reduction.—The means employed for the re- 
duction of dislocations are either constitutional or mechanical. 
‘It is generally wrong to employ force only, as it becomes ne- 
cessary to use it in such a degree as to occasion violence and 
injury, and it will, in the sequel, be shown, that the most pow- 
erful mechanical means fail, when unaided by constitutional. 
The power of the muscles, in the first instance, is to be duly 
appreciated, which forms the principal cause of resistance. 
The means to be employed for this purpose, are, to produce a 
tendency to syncope, and sometimes fainting itself, by the ab- 
straction of a quantity of blood, and by placing the patient in a 
warm bath to occasion a similar feeling. If the blood be re- 
moved quickly, by a large orifice, it is known that fainting is 
more readily produced, and a hot bath from 100¢ to 110° will 
often not produce syncope, unless blood has been previously 
drawn. 

‘** But of late years I have practised another mode of lower- 
ing the action of the muscles, by exhibiting nauseating doses 
of tartarized antimony. This, given in repeated doses, pro- 
duces sickness, but not vomiting. Emetics have been recom- 
mended, and there is no doubt but the state of nausea which 
they produce is useful, but the vomiting is, in itself, of no 
use, for as soon as the nauseating effect is produced, the mus- 
cles lose their tone, and dislocations can be reduced with com- 
paratively less effort, and at a more distant time from the acci- 
dent, than can be effected in any other way. Two cases are relat- 
ed in the following pages: one from Mr. Norwood, Surgeon, 
Hertford, the otherfrom Mr. Thomas, apothecary to St. Luke’s 
Hospital; in which, by the combination of bleeding, warm 
bath, and nauseating doses of tartarized antimony, disloca- 
tions were reduced at a period from the accident, greater than 
I have ever known in any other example. One of these cases 
occurred at Guy’s, and the other at St. Thomas’s Hospital, at 
the time these gentlemen were officiating as dressers, (See 
Cases of Dislocation on the Ilium.) 
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“ The effect of opium I have never tried, but it would pro- 
bably be useful from its power of diminishing the nervous 
influence. 

‘** The reduction of the bone is to be attempted after lessen- 
ing the powers of the muscles, by making an extension of the 
limb, by fixing one bone and drawing the other towards its 
socket. One great cause of failure, in the attempt to reduce 
dislocations, arises from insufficient attention to not fixing that 
bone in which the socket is placed. As for example, in at- 
tempting to reduce a dislocation of the shoulder, if the sca- 
pula be not fixed, or one person pulls at the scapula and two 
at the arm, the scapula is necessarily drawn with the os hu- 
meri, and the extension is very imperfectly made; the one 
bone, therefore, must be as firmly fixed as the other is ex- 
tended. 

**‘ The force may be applied either by the exertion of assist- 
ants, or by a compound pulley, but the object is to extend the 
muscles by gradual, regular, and continued force; the pulley, 
in cases of difficulty, should always be resorted to; its force 
may be directed by the surgeon’s mind; but when assistants 
are employed, their exertions are sudden, violent, and often 
ill directed, and the force is more likely to produce laceration 
of parts, than to restore the bone to its situation. Their efforts 
are also often uncombined, and their muscles necessarily 
fatigue, as those of the patient whose resistance they are em- 
ployed to overcome. 

‘In dislocation of the hip-joint, pullies should always be 
employed, and in those dislocations of the shoulder which 
have remained long unreduced, they should always be resort- 
ed to. Ido not mean to doubt of the possibility of reducing 
dislocation of the hip by the aid of men, but to point out the 
inferiority of this mode to pullies. Most writers on surgery 
have hinted at the use of pullies, but they have not duly ap- 
preciated them: my good master, Mr. Cline, whose profes- 
sional judgment no man can deny, always strongly recommend- 
ed them. 

“During the attempt to reduce luxations, the surgeon 
should always endeavour to obtain a relaxation of the stronger 
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muscles. The limb should therefore be kept in a position be- 
tween flexion and extension, as far as it can be. Who has not 


seen, in the attempt to reduce a compound fracture, in the 
extended position of a limb, the bone incapable of being | 


brought in apposition under the most violent efforts, quickly 
replaced by an intelligent surgeon, who immediately directed 
the limb to be bent, and the muscles to be placed in a compa- 
rative state of relaxation. 

“‘ A difference of opinion prevails, of whether it is best to 


apply the extension on the dislocated bone, or on the limb be- | 
low. Mr. Boyer, who has long taken the lead in surgery in | 


~ Paris, prefers the latter mode. As far as I have had an oppor- 
tunity of observing, it is generally best to apply the extension 
to the bone which is dislocated. There are exceptions to this 
however, in the dislocation of the shoulder, which I generally 
reduce by placing the heel in the axilla, and by drawing the 
arm at the wrist in a line with the side of the body; as when 
the arm is placed close to the side, the pectoral muscle and 
the latissimus dorsi are brought into a state of relaxation, and 
they form a powerful opposition when the arm is carried far 
from the side. 

“Great advantage is derived in the reduction of disloca- 
tions, from attending to the patient’s mind; the muscles oppos- 
ing the efforts of the surgeon, by acting in obedience to the 
will, may have that action suspended, by directing the mind 
to other muscles. Several years ago, a surgeon, in Blackfriars 
Road, asked me to see a patient of his with a dislocated shoul- 
der, which had resisted the various attempts he had made at 
reduction. I found the patient in bed, with his right arm dis- 
located; I sat down on the bed by his side, placed my heel in 
the axilla, and drew the arm at the wrist; the dislocated bone 
remained unmoved. I said, rise from your bed, sir; he made 
an effort so to do, whilst I continued my extension, and the 
bone snapped into its socket: for the same reason, a slight 
effort, when the muscles are unprepared, will succeed in 
reduction of dislocation, after violent measures have failed.” 
P. 25. 

Mr. Cooper next lays down admirable, though concise in- 
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structions, for the diagnosis and reduction of the individual 
dislocations. In these instructions the accurate anatomist and 
expert surgeon are every where conspicuous, as well they may 
be. Cases, in elucidation, are clearly but succinctly narrated. 
We shall quote one as a specimen. 

‘“‘ I was desired to visit a man, aged 28 years, who, by the 
overturn of a coach, had dislocated his left hip more than five 
weeks before, and who had been declared not to have a dis- 
location, although the case was extremely well marked. His 
leg was full two inches shorter than the other; his knee and 
foot turned inwards, and the inner side of the foot rested op- - 
posite to the malleolus internus of the other leg. The thigh 
was slightly bent towards the abdomen, and the knee was ad- 
vanced over the other thigh. The head of the thigh-bone 
could be distinctly felt upon the dorsum of the ilium; and 
when the two hips were compared, the natural roundness of 
the dislocated side had disappeared. I used only mechanical 
means in my attempts at reduction, and although I employed 
the pullies, and varied the direction of repeated extensions, 
I could not succeed in replacing the bone, and this person 
returned to the country with the dislocation unreduced.” 
P. 35. 

In the section on the fractures of the os innominatum, 
which are liable to be mistaken for dislocations, Mr. C. dis- 
plays his usual accuracy of observation, and perspicacity of 
ideas. In half a dozen lines he conveys a clearer notion ot 
things, than others would do in a whole page. But we must 
refer to the work itself; for, happily, this is a volume which 
cannot be analysed, on account of the intrinsic value and con- 
centration of every part. The plates, though lightly executed, 
express with ease and accuracy the subject which they are de- 
signed to represent. Those, in particular, showing the modes 
of applying the apparatus for the reduction of hip-joint dislo- 
cations, are peculiarly satisfactory: Fhe sudject of disloca- 
tion is continued to the Second Part. 

2. The second paper in the volume is on Jritis, by Mr. Tra- 
vers, which we shall reserve for a short separate Analysis in a 
future Number of this Journal. We therefore pass on to Mr. 
Cooper’s 
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Case of Ligature in the Aorta. Mr. C. fears that the title 
of this paper may impress the reader with an idea that nothing 
could justify him in performing the operation. He is quite 
right. We have heard this observation several times made, 
and we have invariably repelled the charge. We are not 
among the cold and calculating surgeons, who would risk 
incurring a particle of popular clamour, to save the life 
of a fellow-creature, by attempting what was not sanctioned 
by written or oral authority. In this unsuccessful enter- 
prise, Mr. Cooper has gained more real and permanent 
glory, than in all the operations he ever performed. But we 
are far from thinking the attempt unsuccessful, in the end, 
though it was so in the deginning. The derangement of parts, 
and the constitutional irritation that resulted thence, were such 
as precluded almost the hope of success. But the object is 
gained; the knowledge of the possibility of effecting the arrest 
of blood through the aorta, and that without any material in- 
jury to the parts through which the operation was carried, or 
shock to the vascular system, by the sudden arrest of so immense 
a current of blood. Every day impresses us more and more 
with the admiration of the wonderful—the almost omnipotent 
powers of Nature, in compensating for the losses or accidents 
to which our frames are subjected. Has not the experiment of 
Dr. Parry proved, that when a carotid artery was tied, new 
shoots sprouted out from the cardiac portion of the artery, tra- 
versed round the ligature, and dipped into the excommunicat- 
ed portion, thus carrying on, through many small channels, 
the current that previously ran through one? What are we to 
expect after this? In respect to the abdominal aorta, when we 
survey the inosculations of the mammary and epigastric, the 
superior and inferior mesenterics, the lumbar arteries, &c. we 
cannot, for a moment, hesitate to believe that the mere obstruc- 
tion of circulation in the descending aorta would be got over 
by the powers of Nature; and that it is principally the violence 
of the operation itself that we have to dread. This indeed is 
almost proved by a case of natural obstruction in the aorta 
brought forward by Mr. Cooper, and which was observed in 
the Hotel-Dieu in 1789. The thoracic arteries were found so 








o 


ws re «we FF ch 683lC(C SS CU !ULCU lek 


a Gea —_, —s6lUC KK! 














Mr. Cooper’s and Mr. Travers’s Surgical Essays. 505 


enlarged, that they could be felt running down the sides of the 
chest tortuous and dilated. The aorta, immediately beyond its 
arch, was contracted to the size of a writing quill; and the case 
altogether clearly demonstrated, that the greater part of the 
blood usually conveyed by means of the aorta through the tho- 
rax, is capable of finding a circuitous course by the branches 
of the subclavian and intercostal arteries. It is also well known 
that Mr. Cooper has, several times, passed ligatures round 
the aorte of dogs, and found the blood was readily transmit- 
ted by anastomosing vessels to the posterior extremities of the 
animal. We now come to this interesting and melancholy 
case. 

C. H. 38 years of age, had fallen against the corner of a 
chest thirteen months previously, and received a violent blow 
in the left groin. On the following day the thigh was much 
swelled and discoloured; but after a confinement of three 
weeks, the limb returned to its natural size, and he resumed 
his employment, and worked, though with pain and difficulty, 
till within a fortnight of his entering the hospital, 9th of April, 
1817; when there appeared a swelling in the groin, partly 
above and partly below Poupart’s ligament, with an obscure 
pulsation, and concluded to be aneurismal. The swelling was 
now diffused, with several large veins crossing its surface, and 
accompanied with much pain on pressure. In three days the 
swelling increased to double the former size, and the pulsation 
became less distinct. The tumour was so situated that it was 
impossible to tie the artery above the sac without cutting into 
the abdomen. Various temporary measures were put in force, 
but at length ulceration began, and on the 20th of May, ha- 
morrhage made its appearance. On the 25th, at nine o’clock 
at night, the case was desperate, and death was ready to snatch 
its victim. Anxious to avoid opening the abdomen, in order 
to secure the aorta near its bifurcation, Mr. C. determined, if 
possible, to pass a ligature around the artery from within the 
aneurismal sac. With this view he made a small incision upon 
the tumour, about two inches above Poupart’s ligament, and 
through a small opening in the sac, passed down his finger to 
feel for the aperture of the artery, but found only a chaos of 
Voi. VIII. 3S No. 32. 
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broken coagula, and that the artery was destroyed within the 
parietes of the aneurism. This attempt therefore failed. As 
Mr. Cooper was quitting the patient’s bedside, a sentiment of 
generous pity and manly resolution overcame all other consi- 
derations, and he nobly determined to tie the aorta, and thus 
afford the only ray of hope, and the only chance of saving his 
patient from znstant dissolution. 

Here is one of those traits of magnanimity which ennoble 
human nature, and which shed a conviction over the soul of 
man, that he is yet destined for “ another and a better world.” 


_ This “ pleasing awful thought” is only alloyed by the bitter 


reflection, that there are men who, insensible to the feelings of 
humanity and the loud and eloquent appeal of Nature, could 
coolly condemn as rash, and almost impious, this truly Chris- 
tian effort to turn aside the dart which had already sped from 
the hand of death towards the unfortunate victim! * Homo 
solus aut Deus aut Demon!” 

Operation. ** The patient’s shoulders were slightly elevated 
by pillows, in order to relax, as much as possible, the abdomi- 
nal muscles; for I expected that a protrusion of the intestines 
would produce embarrassment in the operation, and was great- 
ly gratified to find that this was prevented by their empty state, 
in consequence of the involuntary evacuation of feces; and 
here let me remark, that I should, in a similar operation, con- 
sider it absolutely necessary, previously to empty the bowels 
by active aperient medicines. 

“¢ I then made an incision, three inches long, into the linea 
alba, giving it a slight curve to avoid the umbilicus; one inch 
and a half was above, and the remainder below the navel; and 
the inclination of the incision was to the left of the umbilicus 
in this form [ > ]. Having divided the linea alba, I made a 
small aperture into the peritoneum, and introduced my finger 
into the abdomen; and then, with a probe-pointed bistoury, en- 
larged the opening into the peritoneum to nearly the same ex- 
tent as that of the external wound. Neither the omentum nor 
the intestines protruded; and during the progress of the ope- 
ration, only one small convolution projected beyond the 
wound. 
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“* Having made a sufficient opening to admit my finger into 
the abdomen, I then passed it between the intestines to the 
spine, and felt the aorta greatly enlarged, and beating with 
excessive force. By means of my finger nail I scratched 
through the peritoneum on the left side of the aorta, and then 
gently moving my finger from side to side, gradually passed it 
between the aorta and spine, and again penetrated the perito- 
neum on the right side of the aorta. I had now my finger un- 
der the artery, and by its side I conveyed the blunt aneurismal 
needle, armed with a single ligature behind it; and my appren- 
tice, Mr. Hey, drew the ligature from the eye of the needle to 
the external wound; after which the needle was immediately 
withdrawn. 

“The next circumstance, which required considerable care, 
was the exclusion of the intestine from the ligature, the ends 
of which were brought together at the wound, and the finger 
was carried down between them, so as to remove every por- 
tion of the intestine from between the threads: the ligature 
was then tied, and the ends left hanging from the wound. The 
omentum was drawn behind the opening as far as the ligature 
would admit, so as to facilitate adhesion; and the edges of the 
wound were brought together by means of a quilled suture and 
adhesive plaster. 

“« During the time of the operation, the fzces passed off in- 
voluntarily, and the patient’s pulse, both immediately, and for 
an hour after the operation, was 144 in the minute. He was 
ordered thirty drops of tincture of opium and camphorated 
mixture, and the involuntary discharge of feces soon after 
ceased. I applied my hand to his right thigh immediately af- 
ter the operation, and he said that I touched his foot; so that 
the sensibility of that leg was very imperfect. , 

“‘ For the following particulars I am indebted to Mr. Cox, 
one of my apprentices. 

“ At midnight his pulse was 132. 

26th. * At one o’clock in the morning, the patient com- 
plained of heat in the abdomen, but he felt no pain upon pres- 
sure: he said that his head felt hot, and that he had pain in the 
shoulders; his lower extremities, which were cold soon after 
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the operation, were now regaining their heat; his body was in 
other parts covered with a cold sweat. The sensibility of the 
lower extremities has been very indistinct since the opera- 
tion. 

“¢ At two o’clock, he felt so comfortable from his medicine 
that he wished to have more of it, and ten drops of tincture of 
opium were given him; his legs were wrapped in flannel, bot- 
tles of hot water were applied to the feet, and he then said that 
the heat of his belly was lessened. 

“¢ At six o’clock the sensibility of his limbs was still imper- 
fect. 

~ “ At eight o’clock, A. M. he expressed himself as feeling 
quite comfortable; he however passed no urine, and had no 
evacuation; his right limb was warmer than the left, and the 
sensibility was returning. 

*¢ At noon the temperature of the right limb was 94, that of 
the left or aneurismal limb 873. 

*¢ At one o’clock, P. M. Mr. Cooper visited him; and as he 
walked up the ward, he appeared much gratified at seeing his 
patient, who was at the point of death the evening before, and 
who was now adjusting his bed-clothes, and smiled as Mr. C. 
approached the bed. 

‘“‘ At three o’clock, after a fit of coughing, the man was much 
alarmed with the idea of the thread having slipped into the 
wound: it was a false alarm; but, to prevent the idea of its re- 
currence, it was fastened to a quill: soon after this he com- 
plained of pain in the abdomen; it was not very severe, nor did 
it last long; readily yielding to fomentations. As he had no 
evacuation, he was ordered an enema. 

** At six o’clock, P. M. he vomited, soon after the glyster 
had been administered; the heat of the right leg was 96, that 
of the left or diseased limb 873. 

‘* At nine in the evening he took half a glass of port wine 
in warm water, which he immediately rejected; he complained 
of pain in the loins; his pulse was 104, and feeble; he was very 
restless; and had an involuntary discharge of feces. 

‘Eleven at night, his pulse was 100 and weak; he still vo- 
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27th. “ Atseven, A. M. the report was that he had passed 
a restless night; the vomiting had returned at intervals; his 
pulse was 104, weak, and fluttering; he complained of pain all 
over his body, more particularly in his head; and the carotids 
beat with considerable force; he had great anxiety expressed 
in the countenance, was very restless, and the urine dribbled 
from him with some degree of pain at the end of the penis. 

‘“¢ At eight o’clock, A. M. the aneurismal limb appeared li- 
vid, and felt cold, more particularly around the aneurism; but 
the right leg remained warm. 

“‘ At eleven o’clock his pulse was 120, and weak; he appear- 
ed to be sinking. To the questions which were put to him he 
did not return any answer; he appeared to have an uneasiness 
about the heart, as he kept his hand upon the left breast. He 
died at eighteen minutes after one, P. M. having survived the 
operation forty hours. 

“After being informed of his death, I requested Mr. 
Brookes, of Blenheim Street, to attend with me at the inspec- 
tion of the body. Mr. Travers, surgeon of St. Thomas’s Hos- 
pital, Mr. Stocker, apothecary of Guy’s, and a large concourse 
of medical students, attended the examination. 

‘‘ When the abdomen was opened, we found not the least 
appearance of peritoneal inflammation, excepting at the edges 
of the wound. The omentum and intestines were free from 
any unnatural colour; the edges of the wound were glued to- 
gether by adhesive inflammation, excepting at the part at 
which the ligature projected. We were much gratified to find 
that the ligature had not included any part of the omentum or 
intestine: the thread had been passed around the aorta, about 
three quarters of an inch above its bifurcation, and about an 
inch, or rather more, below the part where the duodenum 
crossed the artery. Upon carefully cutting open the aorta, a 
clot of more than an inch in extent was found to have sealed 
the vessel above the ligature; below the bifurcation, another, 
an inch in extent, occupied the right iliac artery, and the left 
was sealed by a third, which extended as far as the aneurism; 
all were gratified to observe the artery so completely shut in 
forty hours. The aneurismal sac, which was of ~ most enor- 
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mous size, reached from the common iliac artery to below 
Poupart’s ligament, and extended to the outer side of the 
thigh. The artery was deficient from the upper to the lower 
part of the sac, which was occupied by an immense quantity 
of coagulum. 

“ The neck of the thigh bone had been broken within the 
capsular ligament, and had not been united.” p. 124. 

It is evident here that the patient did not die from visceral 
inflammation, nor the shock of the operation, but solely from 
the want of circulation in the aneurismal limb, owing to the 
too advanced stage of the disease. 

~ Our limits prevent us at present from noticing the other 
papers in this invaluable volume, which few will fail to pe- 
ruse. 


Medical Furisprudence as it relates to Insanity, according to 
the Law of England. By Joun Hastam, M. D. &c. 


[From the London Medical Repository, for June, 1818 ] 


Aw evil as well as a good is attached to facility and grace in 
literary composition. By a commanding pen, a writer fre- 
quently possesses the power of so adorning a subject, as to 
render attractive what, though interesting in itself, requires 
some exterior aid in order to make it palatable to readers of a 
nice and delicate taste; and thus the manner of an author be- 
comes an handmaid to his matter: but the exercise of this very 
faculty of exciting attention by the charms of style is apt to 
mislead both writer and reader; and, unless he be upon his 
guard, even critic also, into the supposition that actual and im- 
portant information must necessarily be conveyed where there 
is so much show and seeming. 

Of the rectitude of these positions we scarcely know an in- 
dividual who furnishes a more decided example than the one 
whose tract is now before us. Dr. Haslam is an able, an in- 
viting author. Even descriptions of diseases, which, as given 
by most men, merely consist of dry detail, come out from his 
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hands with a glow of thought and mastery of expression that 
render them in the highest degree interesting. Let any reader, 
if any there be, who has not already perused his pages, turn 
to that part of his Treatise on insanity which is devoted to the 
history, so to call it, of the progress and establishment of men- 
tal hallucination; and it is only necessary to suppose such rea- 
der gifted with the smallest feeling of the beauties of commpo- 
sition, in order to anticipate his ready acquiescence in what we 
are now advancing as to the merits of Dr. Haslam. But that, 
on the other hand, much is often said by this author, which 
consists of mere words, and nothing more, must likewise be 
conceded. Indeed the pamphlet now immediately under no- 
tice might, perhaps, be adduced as evidence in favour of this 
last position. This tract, though fascinating in manner, is, it 
must be confessed, somewhat meagre in matter. The subject, 
however, upon which it treats, notwithstanding its high inte- 
rest, does not probably admit of any very satisfactory elucida- 
tion; and we cannot but allow that Dr. Haslam has furnished 
his readers with hints at least of a valuable nature and good 
practical tendency. 

On the head of the essential constituents of the insane state, 
(which, indeed, is the key-stone to the whole business of ‘me- 
dical jurisprudence in reference to insanity,) we think the Trea- 
tise under notice inculcates a principle which is too much dis- 
regarded by many modern writers on mental alienation. It is 
this—that the foundation of genuine insanity is more or less 
firmly laid in belief. To us it appears, that without the recog- 
nition of this principle as an element of our reasonings on 
mental health and disease, there would be no such thing as 
drawing any distinctive line between the hale and the de- 
ranged mind; between insane and immoral acts; between deeds 
calling for commiseration, and those demanding punishment. 

“It would be a curious and instructive inquiry (says Dr. 
Haslam) to ascertain under what circumstances the mind ad- 
mits, as rules for action, those principles which do not admit 
of proof: because, if we could detect the manner in which the 
knot is tied, we might probably be able to unloose it. In the 
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course of our education we are taught to adopt many maxims, __ is 
the truth and expediency of which may not be very evident:/ re 


however, as we advance in life, experience and good sense gra- — 


dually dispel many of these prejudices and erroneous adop- 


tions. But in the insane mind the same process does not take © 
place, and generally in proportion to the reasoning adduced to — 
confute the delusion, or the demonstration employed to exhi- — 


bit its absurdity, it becomes more strongly confirmed and in- © 


veterately fixed; and the logic brought forward for its refu- 
tation, is by the lunatic held as ignorance or misapplication. A 
person 7m his senses may entertain and believe a number of 
unfounded and erroneous opinions, but on the exposure of 
their falsity he is capable of being convinced, but the madman 
never is; and this forms the great distinction between them. 
The incapability of being convinced of the Goop and Evit, 
Ricut and Wronc, Trutu and FAtsenoop of his Beier, 
is that which, as an intellectual being, renders him different 
from other men, and constitutes his distemper. To our pre- 


sent purpose, it is immaterial how this arises, the knowledge 


of its existence is sufficient: and it concerns us but little to as- 
certain if this state depends on a morbid condition of the intel- 
lect itself, or of the organ destined for the display of its 
phenomena.— This belief appears physiologically to constitute 
his disorder.” 

Admitting the rectitude of these positions, it will follow, that 
actual insanity has something in its essence positively different 


from mere passion, impulse, or even perversion of feeling: and 


although we often perceive in the acts of a madman a display 
of ungovernable impetuosity, connected with a consciousness 
that the deed he is about to perpetrate is a sin against the laws 
of society, there is always, at least with very little exception, 
to be remarked a prevailing conviction of something peculiar 
attached to his particular case; or that even if the act be ad- 
mitted to be wrong, he is commanded by his destiny to ac- 
complish a certain purpose, and that command is to him impe- 
rative. 

A temporary conviction, then, of the reality of impressions, 
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is the cardinal hinge upon which insanity turns; and this, we 
repeat, is well pointed out by the author before us. 

Dr. Darwin, in that very interesting section of Zoonomia, 
which treats of mental hallucinations, adduces an instance of 
suicide in an individual who committed the act under the feel- 
ing, that “there was nothing in life worth living for but a 
warm fireside and a pack of cards,” of which he was tired, and 
that therefore he had determined to go out of the world. Now 
we are free to confess, that in this case we should at the very 
least have hesitated before the predication of actual insanity, 
since there was no feeling accompanying the act of its actual 
necessity, nor any ungovernable impulse urging the perpe- 
tration of the deed. To contend against a merciful construc- 
tion in individual cases of either suicide or the destruction of 
others, is very remote from our intention; but we would main- 
tain, that self-destruction is not 27 se, and necessarily, an act 
of madness. ‘ The impotent folly of degrading the carcass,” 
it is moreover far from our wish to defend: but might not lives 
sometimes be saved by a little less of laxity in deciding upon 
insanity. The prospect of infamy might probably, in some in- 
stances, prove preventive of rash acts; and the zn terrorem me- 
nace of imputed criminality might, perhaps, often serve to 
check the hand of the suicide. We are aware of the delicacy 
and difficulty which must ever attend the most conscientious 
exercise of judgment in these distressing cases; and the little 
we have ventured to advance on this head, is rather in the way 
of intimation than of absolute decision. Of this, however, we 
feel assured, that a persuasion amounting to belief, more tem- 
porary or more lasting, more partial or more general, is requi- 
site for the constitution of real madness. 

The fcilowing we extract from Dr. Haslam’s book, as an 
interesting illustration of the force with which these impres- 
sions often seize upon the mind of the maniac, and of the ex- 
tent to which their operation is frequently carried: —~ 

«¢ A woman about thirty-six years of age, who had been well 
educated, but whose conduct had not been exempt from some 
Vou. VIII. 3 T No. 32 
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irregularities, in consequence of intemperance and manifold 
disappointments, became affected with madness. She was by 
turns furious and melancholic, and conceived she had mur- 
dered one of her children, for which she ought to suffer death. 
She detailed the manner in which she had destroyed the child, 
and the motives which actuated her, so circumstantially, and 
with so much plausibility and feeling, that if I had not known 
her child to be living I might have been deceived. By her own 
hands she had repeatedly endeavoured to terminate her exist- 
ence, but was prevented by constant vigilance and due re- 
straint. Her disposition to suicide was afterwards relinquished; 
but she still persisted, that for the murder of the child she ought 
to suffer death, and requested to be sent to Newgate, in order 
to be tried, and undergo the sentence of the law:—indeed she 
appeared to derive consolation from the hope of becoming a 
public example, and expiating her supposed crime on the scaf- 
fold. While in this state, and with a hope of convincing her of 
its safety, the child was brought to visit her. When she beheld 
it there was a temporary burst of maternal affection; she kissed 
it, and for a few moments appeared to be delighted:—but a 
look of suspicion quickly succeeded, and this was shortly fol- 
lowed by a frown of indignation, which rendered the removal 
of the child a measure of wholesome necessity. Perhaps in no 
instance was the buoyancy of madness more conspicuous over 
reason, recollection, and feeling. She insisted they had at- 
tempted to impose on her a strange child, which bore a faint 
resemblance to her own; however, by such subterfuges she was 
not to be deceived; she had strangled the child until life had 
totally departed, and it was not in the order of nature that it 
should exist again. The effect of this interview was an exaspe- 
ration of her disorder,—she became more cunning and malig- 
nant, and her desire for an ignominious death was augmented. 
To render this more certain, and accelerate her projected hap- 
piness, she enticed into her apartment a young female patient, 
to whom she appeared to be attached, and having previously 
platted some threads of her bed-quilt into a cord, she fixed it 
round the neck of the young woman, and proceeded to strangle 
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her. Fortunately some person entered the room, and unloosed 
the cord in time to save her. When this unhappy maniac was 
questioned concerning the motive which induced her to at- 
tempt the destruction of a person for whom she had manifested 
kindness, she very calmly replied, that as the murder of her 
own child was disbelieved, she wished to exhibit a convincing 
proof of the ferocity of her nature, that she might instantly be 
conveyed to Newgate, and hanged, which she desired as the 
greatest blessing. With considerable satisfaction I may add, 
that in a few months, notwithstanding her derangement had 
been of three years’ duration, this woman perfectly recovered, 
and for a considerable time has performed the duties of an 
important and respectable office.” 

Although, however, “ it is not eccentricity, habitual gusts 
of passion, ungovernable impetuosity of temper, nor the phren- 
sy of intoxication, but a radical perversion of intellect,” that 
ought to be sufficient to determine the insanity of acts, we do 
sometimes witness the spontaneous and sudden commision of 
deeds apparently without motive, aad to no end: the persons 
who have perpetrated the acts in question not being able to ex- 
plain the principles which actuated them, from an entire want 
of recollection that such transactions have had place. This 
species of insanity has not, Dr. Haslam says, been hitherto 
sufficiently noticed, although it deserves the fullest conside- 
ration. The following is one of the examples of it with which 
he presents his readers:— 

‘A very powerful man, above the ordinary stature, who in 
his youth had been subject to epileptic attacks, and frequently 
to intervals of sullen abstraction, which increased after the epi- 
leptic fits had subsided, became suddenly furious, and during 
the transports of his disorder destroyed two children and a woe 
man. For this act there appeared to be no motive. He was or- 
dered to be confined, where he continued until his death. For 
many years during his seclusion [ had constant opportunities 
of seeing and conversing with him. He was ordinarily in a 
very tranquil state, and did not discourse irrationally;—in- 
deed there was no particular subject on which his mind ap- 
peared to be disarranged, nor were there any persons against 
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whom he entertained an aversion. Much of his time was 
passed in reading, which he said afforded him great consola- 
tion. On many occasions I endeavoured to draw from him 
some account of the motives which induced him to destroy the 
persons above mentioned; but he uniformly and steadily per- 
sisted that he had no recollection whatever of such occur- 
rence. He said, he understood he had done something which 
was very wicked, and for which he was confined; and which 
he had no doubt was true, from the respectability of the per- 
sons who informed him of his crime; but he thanked God he 
had no more memory of what had passed than if it had been 
committed in his sleep.—During the years of his confinement 
he had many furious paroxysms; and in order to be fully satis- 
fied of the truth of his asseverations as to his want of recol- 
lection during these attacks, he was once blooded at the com- 
mencement of the paroxysm, although with considerable diffi- 
culty, and on another occasion cupped when its violence was 
subsiding,—yet when he was restored to his ordinary state of 
tranquillity, he neither recollected the persons who were pre- 
sent, nor the operations which had been performed.” 

Even idiots, (our author adds) who are ordinarily tranquil, 
will sometimes burst into paroxysms of fury, and without 
being able to explain, apparently without knowing any thing 
of the why and the wherefore, will “ deal indiscriminate de- 
struction to those around them.” ‘“ These states (he says) 
have been mentioned, that they may be recognized by the me- 
dical practitioner, and become known to the advocate, in order 
that he may apply them to the existing law.” 

Of feigned insanity, when it is assumed in order to defeat 
the progress of justice, the distinction is to be made by watch- 
ing the individual when he supposes himself alone, and by 
carefully reading the countenance, which can never be made 
to assume “that peculiarity of look which so strongly im- 
presses an experienced observer.” Hill observes, that a pecu- 
liar feetor in the exhalations almost invariably accompanies the 
maniacal state, and for the most part the sane and insane per- 
son are differently affected by drastic drugs. Both these wri- 
ters, however, agree that the affectation of madness always 
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exhibits such inconsistences as to render the imposture of easy 
detection. 

The converse inquisition is attended with more difficulty, 
viz. that of determining upon the existence of insanity, when 
it is the design of the person to conceal his malady from rigid 
scrutiny. Madness, it is known to all, is often confined to one 
particular; and, unconnected with this particular, the insane 
are often so far from being deranged as to evince a more than 
ordinary penetration and clearness of judgment. The circum- 
stance will recur to the recollection of many, of a lunatic having 
so far, and for such a length of time, conducted himself as one 
entirely free from disorder, that he was upon the point of re- 
ceiving his discharge, when being called upon to put his signa- 
ture to a document, he signed himself Curist. The celebrated 
Burke, we were informed but a little time since by the keeper of 
St. Luke’s, conversed with a man in that hospital with so much 
satisfaction, that he began to exclaim upon the injustice and 
cruelty of dooming such an individual to the stigma of mad- 
ness, and confining him in the walls of a madhouse. The 
keeper, somewhat nettled with the remonstrance of the sena- 
tor, which became a little personal, touched the string upon 
which he knew the insanity was suspended, and the madman 
immediately burst into such ungovernable fury, that Mr. 
Burke hastened down stairs, and left the house with the ut- 
most precipitation and fear. In some cases, indeed, the very 
acuteness and ingenuity displayed may prove, connected with 
other circumstances, a ground of suspicion; and even in the 
lucid state of the mind, there is in the countenance and eye of 
the deranged, for the most part perhaps to be observed, that 
peculiar cast of suspicious and cunning expression, which to 
an individual who has made the physiognomy of the distemper 
his study, is so obviously characteristic of the insane state. 

“‘ It may here be proper to notice, that in the criminal court 
the testimony of others is sufficient to establish the insanity of 
the prisoner. Under a writ de Lunatico Inquirendo, super- 
added to the testimony of others, the person supposed to be in- 
sane is usually produced before the commissioners and jury, 
and by them examined, in order to confirm or invalidate the 
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evidence which has been adduced, and to satisfy their minds 
that he zs a lunatic at the time of their inquiry. Although 
there is much fairness and impartiality in the examination of 
the patient by the commissioners and jury, to ascertain by ac- 
tual inquiry that his state of mind tallies with the evidence 
deposed; yet it sometimes occurs, that the patient, fully aware 
of the proceedings, will by subtlety endeavour to defeat them. 
He will artfully conceal his real opinions, and even affect to 
renounce such as have been deemed proofs of his insanity; and 
on many occasions he has been so skilfully tutored, as to foil 
the united penetration of lawyer and physician. It is on such 
occasions that the sagacity and experience of the medical prac- 
titioner are demanded, and it will in some instances occupy a 


considerable time to institute such examination as shall suffice | 


to unravel the real state of his opinions. It is nearly impossible 


to give any specific directions for conducting such examination | 
as shall inevitably disclose the delusions existing in the mind | 





of acrafty lunatic; but in my own opinion it is always to be | 


accomplished, provided sufficient time be allowed, and the ex- 
aminer be not interrupted. It is not to be effected by directly 
selecting the subjects of his delusion, for he will immediately 
perceive the drift of such inquiries, and endeavour to evade, 
or pretend to disown them:—the purpose is more effectually 
answered by leading him to the origin of his distemper, and 
tracing down the consecutive series of his actions and associ- 
ation of ideas:—in going over the road where he has stumbled 
he will infallibly trip again. If in a case of actual insanity the 
medical practitioner, from inattentiveness, mistake, or want of 
experience, should fail to expose the real condition of the pa- 
tient’s intellect, and he should be found not lunatic, he would 
be set afloat, to pursue the dictates of his perilous volition; he 
might, uncontrolled, dissipate his property, and reduce him- 
self and family to beggary:—if his life were insured, if he sub- 
sisted on an annuity, or held a commission in the naval or 


military service, he might wander and destroy himself, and ~ 
thereby deprive his successors of their immediate support or | 


expected benefit:—or he might commit some outrage for which | 


he would be arraigned in a criminal court. The record of hav- © 
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ing been found not lunatic, by a jury legally constituted to in- 
quire into the state of his mind, would be the strongest bar to 
a plea of insanity in a criminal court, who, after such proceed- 
ings, would be little disposed to credit the theories of medical 
metaphysicians.” 

One of the greatest difficulties attending our judgment on 
mental soundness, hinges upon the determination which the 
medical man is often called upon to make respecting the capa- 
city or incapacity of the individual to conduct his own affairs; 
for “although a person might labour under a variety of mental 
infirmities, which by medical practitioners might be techni- 
cally denominated false perception, delusion, hallucination, 
&c.; still if the symptoms did not go to the extent of disquali- 
fying him from conducting himself and managing his own af- 
fairs, such symptoms, in a legal point of view, would probably 
not amount to insanity, nor justify the restraint of a commis- 
sion of lunacy.” The present Chancellor, in a recent decision, 
makes the distinction to turn upon the notion of soundness or 
unsoundness of mind. “It appears to me (says his lordship,) 
to have been established, that whatever be the degree of weak- 
ness or imbecility of the party, whatever may be the degree of 
incapacity of the party to manage his own affairs, if the finding 
of the jury is only that he was of an extreme imbecility of 
mind, that he has an inability to manage his own affairs; if 
they will not proceed to infer from that, in their finding, upon 
oath, that he is of unsound mind, they have not established by 
the result of the inquiry, a case upon which the Chancellor can 
make a grant, constituting a committal either of the person or 
the estate.” 

This requirement appears to Dr. Haslam principally objec- 
tionable on the ground, that it would designate that state which 
is decidedly the result of mere bodily disease,* a condition of 
unsoundness or actual derangement of mind: — 


* Even idiopathic, or primary madness, must, in one sense, of necessity be 
a bodily disease; that is, the deviations from the standard of sanity must either 
be produced by, or at least accompanied with, some changes in corporeal 
conditions; but by bodily, as opposed to mental diseases in the text, are 
meant those affections of an obvious and violent kind, bv which the brainular 
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‘It frequently occurs that those of extensive capacity and 
high attainments are, by an apoplectic or paralytic attack, sud- 
denly deprived of their intellectual faculties, and reduced to 
the state of an idiot, ex nativitate. Is it in this case necessary, 
for the legal protection of the party, to insist on the hypothesis 
of unsoundness? Is it insufficient to detail the miserable rem- 
nants of his former state, and exhibit to the jury the shocking 
spectacle? Must there be a compulsion to infer, that this abo- 
lition of the faculties amounts to evidence of the unsoundness 
of his mind?” 

These objections are, we must confess, forcible; but still, 

without some positive demarkation being made between mere 
mental imbecility, from whatever cause arising, and actual 
alienation of mind, it would appear to be a matter of the most 
difficult kind to determine upon the legality of forcibly, that is, 
against the consent of the party, delivering over the manage- 
ment of himself and his affairs into the hands of others. A 
laxity in this particular would open a door for the entrance 
and exercise of the worst of motives: but, on the other hand, 
much injury is often done to family property by the imbecile 
and consequently erroneous management of the superannuated, 
or such as have been seized with apoplectic or paralytic disor- 
ders; but who are, notwithstanding, no otherwise insane, than 
the abolition of memory makes them. Dr. Haslam states, that 
‘if a person were capable of enumerating to the number ten, 
and knew the force and value of the separate units, he would 
be fully competent to the management of property.” But we 
are disposed to suspect that attention and memory might be 
capable of being carried as far, and even further than this, in 
its application to immediate objects made to pass before the 
mind; but that it nevertheless would be unequal to that com- 
pass of recollection, and stretch of understanding, which is 
necessary to the management of worldly affairs. 

The last difficulty to which Dr. Haslam alludes as attendant 
upon these investigations, is presented in the question respect- 
ing the state of mind under which a person may legally dis- 
pose of his property by will. On this “ perhaps insuperably 





difficult” subject, we shall permit our author to speak for || 
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himself; and with the following extract conclude our ana- 
lysis: — | 

“ According to the legal interpretation of a lunatic, he 
ought, in common justice, at those bright periods when he 
possesses an extremely sound mind, to be lawfully allowed the 
free and valid exercise of his volition. But as the the term z7- 
terval is extremely indefinite, as applied both to time and 
space, it is the province of the law to define its duration and 
extent. As a constant observer of this disease for more than 
twenty-five years, I cannot affirm that the lunatics with whom 
I have had daily intercourse have manifested these alternations 
of insanity and reason. They may at intervals become more 
tranquil, and less disposed to obtrude their distempered fan- 
cies into notice. For atime their minds may be less active, and 
the succession of their thoughts consequently more deliberate; 
they may endeavour to effect some desirable purpose, and art- 
fully conceal their real opinions, but they have not abandoned 
or renounced their distempered notions. It is as unnecessary 
to repeat that a few coherent sentences do not constitute the 
sanity of the intellect, as that the sounding of one or two notes 
of a keyed instrument could ascertain it to be intune. To 
establish its sanity it must be assayed by different-tests, and it 
must be detected to be as lucid on the subject of those delu- 
sions, which constituted its insanity, as on topics of a trivial 
nature. But the law alone must determine whether it will con- 
sider an individual sane act as a lucid interval, and infer sound- 
ness of mind, which is the abstract term for all the intellectual 
phenomena, and implies the aggregate of the ideas of the in- 
dividual, from a single and successful effort. 

“If the performance of a sane act by an insane person 
should be deemed valid, let the converse of the proposition be 
allowed. Many who have been of accredited soundness of 
mind, have in some instances made such a testamentary dispo- 
sition of their property as has astonished those who have sur- 
vived them. Would the uniform tenor of sane and consistent 
conduct, for many years, both prior and posterior to such act, 
be set aside for this individual deed? If it should, then long 
Vou. VIII. 3U No. 32, 
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existing insanity ought to be overlooked by a single act of con- 
sistency. The reader must be aware that this is general reason- 
ing, as no particular case has been the subject of discussion. 
The search has been directed to a broad and general principle, 
without prying into subtile distinctions: it is reasoning as far 
as a knowledge of the human intellect, in its sane and disor- 
dered state, may be expected from medical opinion; but it pre- 
sumes not to dictate to that constituted authority, denominated 
law, which in all civilized nations has been wisely established 


for the protection and happiness of the community.” 





Lhe History and Practice of Vaccination. By James Moore, 
Director of the National Vaccine Establishment, Surgeon | 


of the Second Regiment of Life Guards, and Member of the 
Royal College of Surgeons, London. 

Account of an Epidemic Small Pox, which occurred in Cupar in 
Life, in the Spring of 1817; and the Degree of protecting In- 
fluence which Vaccination afforded; accompanied with Prac- 
tical Inferences and Observations. By Henry Dewar, M. D. 
F. R. S. E. and Fellow of the Royal College of Physicians, 
Edinburgh. 

{From the Medico-Chirurgical Journal and Review, for April, 1818. ] 


AT a time like the present, when the hue and cry of preju- 
dice is revived, in several populous districts, against the im- 
mortal discovery of the immortal Jenner, and when the columns 


of our public prints are filled with libels against vaccination, | 


emanating from persons, who, though they cannot reason, and 


cannot pretend to any knowledge of physic, physiology, or 7 
therapeutics, to qualify them for such a delicate task, never- | 


theless discuss the question of the anti-variolous power of the 
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vaccine lymph with the utmost impetuosity, not to say inde-| 


corum of language, and decide against it with all the plenitude 


of confidence inseparable from arrogant ignorance, it gives us _ 


more than ordinary pleasure to introduce these two Treatises | 
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to the acquaintance of our readers. They are the production 
of men of well known talents; inured, moreover, to habits of 
investigation as well as of ratiocination, and qualified by their 
knowledge, both special and collateral, to execute the task un- 
dertaken; and though they may fall short of silencing, far less 
of convincing, the 





° Pharmacopolz, 

Mendici, mime, balatrones, hoc genus omne;” 
we mean, the reptile tribe of practice hunters, whether flutter- 
ing or creeping; the needy pamphleteers; wonder-mongers; and. 
speech makers, each after his kind; who set themselves in op- 
position to vaccination either from lack of wit or from lack of 
money, and who, Heaven knows! are too far gone for argu- 
ment; yet on all that is venerable and respectable in our com- 
munity for rank, intellect, or influence, we anticipate that they 
will produce a most solid and indelible impression in favour 
of the efficacy of this most brilliant discovery; a discovery, 
which, in the eyes of posterity, will give greater eclat to this, 
our age, than the late tremendous conflicts of contending ar- 
mies; the wondrous rise or fall of dynasties; or the upraising 
or upsetting of thrones. 

Mr. Moore’s is indeed an admirable work; judiciously plan- 
ned, and ably executed; and will be perused by readers both 
in and out of the profession, with equal gratification, equal 
delight. Seldom, of a truth, does it fall to our lot, in these our 
analytical labours, to meet a book which we have been able to 
go through with so much unmingled pleasure, or rather gaiety. 
With much good sense and valuable practical information, 
there are conjoined much playful satire, which, nevertheless, 
scorches pretty severely; (a thing not to be regretted, consi- 
dering where it lights), and some unexpected flashes of sly 
humour, which every now and then surprised us into a smile. 
Indeed, we are convinced, that a very respectable remnant of 
his father’s mantle has descended in hereditary succession to 
our author; and it is paying the latter no common compliment, 
when we tell him, that we had not gone far into his volume, 
ere we recognized some traits of the writer of “‘ Medical 
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Sketches;”* and that we did not finish it, without being more 
than once reminded of that happiness of expression, and faci- 
lity of style, that unobtrusive humour, poignant without coarse- 
ness, and chaste without tameness; that shrewdness of obser- 
vation, which was refined and ennobled by the spirit of philo- 
sophy, till it became no longer mere shrewdness; and that un- 
affected taste for the polish and the graces of society, combined 
with a pure relish for the charities and the simplicities of hu- 
man life, which constituted Dr. John Moore one of the most 
pleasing of writers, and one of the most amiable of men. 

Real, therefore, as is our regard for our author, candour 
obliges us to say, that we are not sure but our feelings in his 
favour are somewhat heightened by our own latent associa- 
tions, and by those crowding recollections which are indisso- 
lubly connected with the name he has the honour to bear. 
Notwithstanding, we are equally free to confess our belief, 
that the native proper strength of the sapling will sufficiently 
support it without any aid from, or reference to, the parent 
oak; and that, on the present occasion, the decision of impar- 
tial criticism will be, that Mr. James Moore has produced a 
book at once sensible, useful, and amusing; so much so, indeed, 
that while it may be taken up as light reading, from its airy 
and jocular tone,—the frequent appearance of deep reflection 
and manly argumentation, will prevent the easy familiarity of 
the writer from arousing any thing like contempt in the reader. 
For our own parts, we are no great advocates for the inter- 
mixture of fun and physic; yet, when it is discreetly done, as 
in the present case, it becomes so piquante, that 

“* Not to laugh were want of goodness or of grace,”’ 
and would argue in us more than even critical sourness’ and 
solemnity. 

We must now hasten to lay before our readers the more 
prominent information contained in this interesting volume: 
The notice of Dr. Dewar’s Tract will come in more appropri- 
ately towards the close of the article. 


* By John Moore, M. D. author of Zeluco, &c. &c. 
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The 1st chapter, entitled the ‘ Discovery,” contains some 


interesting biographical notices of Dr. Jenner, with an account 
of the tone of his mind, his early addiction to natural history, 
and his friendship with sir Joseph Banks and Mr. John Hun- 
ter: by the latter, indeed, he was solicited to become a partner 
in business; but well was it for the world, that accidental and 
family reasons induced him to decline this flattering offer, as 
it would, if accepted, have lost him those imperishable laurels 
which he afterwards gathered in the shades of Gloucester- 
shire. 

Having settled as a surgeon at Berkley, he commenced an 
inquiry about the cow-pox, which the popular belief of the 
county gave out as being an occasional preventive of the 
small-pox. After incredible difficulties, which would have 
proved, with ordinary minds, a barrier to all further investiga- 
tion, he at last acquired a discriminating knowledge of the 
peculiar genuine vaccine disease, as observed on the teats of 
cows, or the fingers of the milk maids accidentally infected 
with it; and from one of the vesicles in the latter situation, he 
inoculated a boy, named Phipps. It may be interesting here- 
after, as a chronological fact, to know that this important ex- 
periment took place on the 14th of May, 1796; and such have 
been the results of what was done on that day, in an obscure 
country hamlet, that at this moment the discovery is gone 
abroad over the whole inhabited world, and the name of Jen- 
ner, or, (in strange tongues), a sound imitating his name, is 
now articulated through the world by every “ kindred, and 
tongue, and nation,” 

‘* Familiar in their mouths as household words.” 

We gladly pass oyer the two succeeding chapters, which 
give an account of the first promulgation of Dr. Jenner’s dis- 
covery, and the obloquy, the disingenuousness, the calumny, 
and the controversy, with which it was received, as well by 
its early proselytes, as its staunch opposers. The author gives 
avery animated catalogue raisonné of the various tempestuous 
pamphlets which were showered from the press by J/osely, 
Birch, Rowley, and others, in the insanity of their vain oppo- 
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sition; and refutes with much clearness, the arguments, if 
arguments they can be called which arguments were not, they 
employed to throw terror and prejudice into the minds of the 
lower classes against vaccination. We shall transcribe his con- 
cluding paragraph, which may be regarded as the summing 
up of his lengthened reasonings against these furious alarm- 
iStSe 

“ Whether the lymph was taken from a cow, or from the 

human subject, the malady produced is simply the vaccine; 
and respectable observers have never detected any other effect 
‘from vaccination. There are not even those grounds of suspi- 
cion which are attached to variolous inoculation; for the vac- 
cine process is so gentle, as neither to enfeeble the habit, nor 
to rouse into action any indisposition which may be lurking in 
the constitution; and its influence is so transient, that in a very 
few days even delicate infants recover their pristine health.” 
P. 66. 

The 4th chapter treats of small-pox occurring after vaccina- 
tion; and of small-pox and several other infectious diseases, in 
some instances, recurring to the same individuals. This is a 
most valuable portion of the work; and besides abounding in 
deep, independent, and original ideas about disease in gene- 
ral, it will, we think, prove highly interesting to an intelligent 
reader, from the train of useful reflection in his own mind, 
which Mr. Moore’s casual and aphoristic hints about obscure 
points of physiology, pathology and therapeia, must infallibly 
awake and set in motion. We extract the following specimen 
of his reasoning, regretting that our limits will not permit us 


to do it ampler justice. 
“ It has been observed, that there are certain maladies which 
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are apt to afflict the same persons repeatedly; and the oftener | 


they have taken place, the more prone they are to recur. Gout, 


rheumatism, catarrh, and ophthalmia, are of this kind. Yet, | 


notwithstanding the general truth of this position, there are 
some persons who have had one attack of these maladies, and 
through a long life have never had a second. 

“ To contrast with this, there is another class of diseases 
which mankind in general are susceptible of contracting only 
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once. But each of these diseases have (has) assailed some in- 
dividuals more than oace; except one, whose first attack is 
supposed to be always mortal. 

“« Diseases of this second class are all produced by morbid 
poisons, either in a liquid or gaseous form; and are certainly 
of a less ancient origin than those distempers which are excited 
by cold, heat, moisture, surfeits, want, marshy vapours, and 
other causes, whose existence has been co-eval with the world. 

** The most terrible of the morbid poisons is the saliva of a 
dog affected with hydrophobia. Whenever this deleterious 
fluid has been deposited in a wound, and has begun to stimu- 
late the living fibre, the human powers are quite inadequate to 
expel, or to resist it: and as no remedy has been found out ca- 
pable of controlling its violence, the disease continues until 
the vital powers are extinguished. 

“ The syphilitic poison is also superior to the medical pow- 
ers of Nature, and would be as fatal as the hydrophobia, if an 
antidote had not fortunately been discovered to counteract its 
virulence. But as this disease can only be cured by the opera- 
tion of medicine, and not by the natural actions of the body, 
as soon as the influence of the medicine has ceased, the body 
again becomes susceptible of the disease; and this malady may 
be contracted again and again by repeated applications of the 
contagion. 

‘‘ The other morbid poisons, the plague, small-pox, chicken- 
pox, measles, hooping-cough, mumps, the scarlet, and perhaps 
some other fevers, are all distinct infections, yet regulated by 
similar laws. When a man in health contracts, for the first 

time, any of those infections, he is seized at a regular period 
with the peculiar symptoms of the malady; and there is form- 
ed in the contaminated body abundance of infectious vapour, 
which evaporates from his person. The disease sometimes 
proceeds in a tranquil, and at other times in a most tumultu- 
ous course. But if its progress is not interrupted by death, 
after it has reached to a certain height, and when infection is 
steaming from every pore, the symptoms meliorate, the pro- 
duction of the morbid matier declines and stops; that which 
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was formed is eliminated; the body becomes insensible to the 
poison, and gradually resumes a state of health. 

“‘ Unless this alteration in the body took place, all these 
maladies would be mortal in every instance; for there is no 
specific for any of them known. 

‘“‘ The old physicians, either from reluctance to acknowledge 
their incapacity of accounting for these favourable events, or 
from a facility of admitting mysterious words as adequate 
causes, imputed the whole to the medical powers of Nature. 
This continues, to the present times, a favourite phrase, and 
is even sometimes styled a Doctrine. But whatever produces 
that insensibility to the stimulus of these poisons, which is ac- 
quired in the progress of these diseases, the altered state of 
body usually continues through the remainder of life. Indivi- 
duals, therefore, who survive one attack of these distempers, 
commonly resist the infection ever afterwards. This general 
maxim, however, like all others, has its exceptions. It is uni- 
versally admitted, that the plague has frequently attacked the 
same persons repeatedly; and that the hooping-cough, mumps, 
and scarlet fever have sometimes seized the same individuals 
oftener than once, is rarely denied. But the recurrence of the 
measles has been disputed. This scepticism, however, is not 
certainly to be found in the very early writers, most of whom 
admit the occasional exception; and the evidence of later times 
is quite decisive. Richard Morton saw one case where the 
measles occurred twice; Professor De Haen (Ratio Medend: 
de Haen_) attended two patients of the same kind; and Bur- 
serius (Jnstit. Med. Pract. Burser. tom. 2.) has collected a 
number of examples, from unquestionable authority, where the 
measles took place twice. In addition to which, Dr. Baillie, a 
physician of the most clear and unbiassed judgment, lately 
observed, and distinctly described * eight examples of this 
incident; since which, this question seems to be considered as 
settled. 

“ That the small-pox was also governed by the same gene- 


* Transactions of a Society for the Improvement of Medical and Chirur- 
gical Knowledge, vol. iii. 
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ral rules was never doubted, until variolous inoculation and 
vaccination became subjects of medical feuds. But the friends 
of inoculation in the middle of the last century, and the ene- 
mies of vaccination of the present day, have ventured to deny 
that small-pox ever had attacked the same persons twice; 
which denials are in opposition to recorded affirmations from 
the highest authorities. The profession, indeed, of late, has 
been excited to.a close consideration of these points; and a 
multitude of examples has been published of smal!-pox having 
seized certain persons twice; which facts are so common, as 
no longer to excite particular attention.” P. 71—74. 

Our author is also of opinion, that though the effects of the 
vaccine virus upon the living body are far less virulent, still 
that they are regulated by the same general principles as the 
small-pox and all other morbid poisons. In fact, he argues, 
and with much probability, for such a radical resemblance 
between the two, that the vaccine lymph and variolous pus 
maintain a reciprocal control over the actions of each other; 
hence he concludes, that the former will never fail to prevent 
the small-pox, except in those very rare and peculiar habits 
which are susceptible of contracting the small-pox oftener than 
once. 

Now, though his reasoning is ingenious, we fear that his 
premises are faulty, or that he has over-looked something in 


‘this difficult discussion; for it does appear to us, either that 


his conclusion is rather premature, or else that those peculiar 
habits, susceptible of second attacks of small-pox, are not so 
rare ashe represents them. We admit, that the alleged are far 
more numerous than the actual failures of vaccination; that 
ambiguous eruptions, or severe cases of chicken-pox, occur- 
ring after cow-pox inoculation, are eagerly caught at, and 
sounded abroad, by the ignorant and the interested, as proofs 
of the inadequacy of the preventive: we can allow, also, full 
force to the fact he states, that out of 2,671,662 persons in 
France, who had been properly vaccinated, only seven had af- 
terwards taken the small-pox; nay, we can add another strong 
fact, of which we have been credibly informed, viz. that in 
Amsterdam, out of a population of 200,000 souls, such has 
VoL. VIII. 3X No. 32. 
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been the generality of the success of vaccination, that, during 
the first part of the past year, not an individual case of vari- 
ola has appeared:—but what shall be said to Dr. Dewar, who 
brings forward 54 cases of small-pox (visited by him in the 
town and neighbourhood of Cupar) occuring after the subjects 
had gone through the vaccine disease? Only ten of these, it is 
true, were inoculated by medical practitioners; but Dr. D. 
found no particular reason for disputing the genuineness of 
the vaccine disease which the other 44 patients had under- 
gone. It appeared to him, that the disease, in this particular 
epidemic, attacked indiscriminately the vaccinated and unvac- 
cinated; and although, in the former, it was generally milder, 
and the secondary fever often absent, still it was not always 
so; for some of them, those too who had been vaccinated un- 
der the superintendence of medical men, had the disease in a 
form of great severity. From all he saw, Dr. Dewar is of 
opinion, that 

“‘ It is evident vaccination did not ultimately prove a certain 
preventive of an attack of small-pox; yet it evidently gave, in 
some instances, a remarkable temporary or occasional protec- 
tection. On this point we have still much to learn; and, in the 
mean time, must remain centent with the general conclusion, 
that vaccination gives a probable, but not a certain, protection 
from an attack of small-pox; and in this respect it must even 
be admitted, that we find a marked distinction between it and 
the variolous inoculation.” P. 32—33. 

These things we recommend to the consideration of Mr. 
Moore: for our own parts, satisfied as we are of the general 
preventive power of vaccination, we leave the occult causes 
which produce occasional failures to be developed by time; 
for in the present state of our knowledge we have as yet too 
few facts. 

The author’s fifth chapter is on the subject of varicella or 
chicken-pox; and he evinces very considerable learning and 
research in tracing the notices and descriptions of it that are 
to be found in the early writers, both Arabian and European. 
He also enters at great length into the diagnosis between this 
digease and the genuine small-pox; but it is a difficult subject, 
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and it is scarcely any discredit to him when we say he has fail- 
ed of being clear. Verbal descriptions, though ever so accu- 
rate, can seldom teach what can only be rightly known by 
actual and careful inspection. No doubt, when each of these 
two diseases appear in its proper colours, the distinction is 
sufficiently apparent; but when small-pox is peculiarly mild, 
and chicken-pox extraordinarily violent, which is sometimes 
the case, then all the discriminating marks are obscured. The 
perplexity is increased, too, by our knowledge of the fact, that 
anew kind of small-pox, different from the mild species, has 
lately been observed in persons who had previously undergone 
vaccination; and that this malady neither proceeds according 
to the regular course of small-pox nor chicken-pox, but ap- 
pears like a new and intermediate eruption. 

We regret that our limits compel us entirely to pass over 
the chapters describing the reception of vaccination with the 
public in England—the parliamentary proceedings with regard 
to the remuneration bestowed on Dr. Jenner—the gradual 
establisnment of vaccine institutions—the extension of the 
blissful discovery, and its consequent benefits through Scot- 
land, Ireland, and all the British dominions and dependenciés 
in the East and in the West—and its ultimate diffusion through 
Germany, Prussia, Russia, Sweden, Denmark, France, Switz- 
erland, Italy, Spain, Persia, Africa, and America. This part 
of the work contains much curious and amusing matter; but, 
as it is less immediately connected with medical science, we 
must pass at once to the concluding chapter of this valuable 
volume, which has for its subject the right mode of perform- 
ing vaccination. 

Owing to the irritability of new-born infants, and the uncer- 
tainty of their organization being perfect, our author thinks 
the operation of inoculating with the vaccine lymph should be 
deferred till three weeks after birth; but should small-pox con- 
tagion be raging in the neighbourhood, the operation should 
be performed earlier, coute qui coute, for the danger of it is 
little, compared with the danger of infection. 

The only thing material with regard to this operation is, to 
ascertain that the vesicle has not acted locally, but effected the 
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desired change on the constitution; this is a matter of great 
importance, and has attracted to it, from practitioners, an ade- 
quate degree of attention. Hence has originated the practice 
of testing, first set on foot by Mr. Pearson of London, and 
Mr. Bryce of Edinburgh, who simultaneously, but without any 
knowledge of what was doing by each other, proposed to try 
the effect of re-vaccination, during every period of the progress 
of the vaccine vesicle. 

We are inclined to think that this practice was suggested by 
what was usually done, in the last age, by practitioners who 


_inoculated for the small-pox. They were wont to make a punc- 


ture every day, until the constitutional affection appeared, and 


were always much surprised to find, that, when this wished-for | 
affection did appear, all the successive punctures became ripe 
at the same time. Mr. Bryce, therefore, punctured the first | 


vesicle on the fifth or seventh day, took lymph from it, and 
made a second puncture on a part of the body different from 
the former. If the first had taken proper effect, the second re- 
sembled it in miniature, was accelerated by it, got ripe at the 
same time, and both desiccated together. If it had not, the 
second healed without any such effects. 

Mr. Dunning, of Plymouth, first pointed out the danger of 
puncturing and draining a vesicle of its lymph, as he conceiv- 
ed such practice left the patient, if originally of a high vario- 
lous susceptibility, still liable to be infected with the small- 
pox; and our author coincides with him in opinion, as the 
following quotation will better show: 

“In vaccination, the governing principle, which ought al- 
ways to influence the surgeon, is to infect his patient most 
thoroughly with the virus. Little is to be feared from any ex- 
cess of the vaccine fever; but an imperfect constitutional in- 
fection may produce a false security, and may diminish or 
frustrate the benefit expected from the operation. When three 
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or more vesicles have been excited, lymph may be taken from © 


this subject. But it is prudent always to leave two complete © 
vesicles to pass through their course untouched.” P. 290—1. © 


Mr. Moore seems, therefore, to lay very little stress on Mr. 
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Bryce’s test; while Dr. Dewar, on the other hand, thinks it 
ought to be invariably practised: 
** Wiio shall decide,” &c. 

For our parts, we cordially agree with the latter gentleman, 
because we think the ¢est rests on a philosophical principle, 
and has, moreover, been sealed by experience. All objections 
will be removed, if three punctures are made originally on dif- 
ferent parts of the body, and the lymph for testing be taken 
from this third vesicle, leaving the others to go through their 
course unpunctured and unmolested. 

‘The manner of performing this little operation is so well 
known to every body, that we extract the following quotation 
(and it shall be the last), not for the sake of the caveat it con- 
veys, but merely as a specimen of the serio-ludicrous tone 
which so frequently appears throughout the volume. 

** The prudent will not only avoid the perils proceeding from 
negligence and cold indifference, but will also eschew the prac- 
tice of a most zealous clergyman of the Methodist persuasion, 
whom I once saw operate. 

“This worthy man grasped his lancet firmly, but not after 
the fashion of surgeons. He continued alternately taking 
lymph from one infant, inserting it into another, and expound- 
ing his doctrine. A moment’s pause occurring in his discourse, 
I seized the opportunity, and, to stop a work of super-vaccina- 
tion, asked, ‘how many punctures he deemed necessary ?” 
He proceeded with fluency, ‘So innocent is the lymph, so 
transitory its workings, and so lasting its effects, that, be as- 
sured, you cannot pour too much into the flesh.’—In_ pro- 
nouncing these words, he impressed the epithets on his hear- 
ers with an elevation of the voice, and on the child with a 
depression of the lancet, who shricked at each gesticulation. 
Yet the mother, who would have been infuriate had a surgeon 
extorted such screams, looked quite placidly at her revered 
pastor; being inwardly convinced, that all the pains taken and 
given by him, would, in some mysterious way, do good to her 
suckling. —-As surgeons cannot expect to meet with the same 
indulgence, they are recommended to be more merciful in 
their mode of operating.” P. 292. 
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Here we must close our analysis of these two treatises. Of | 


Mr. Moore’s we have sufficiently spoken;—yet few readers of 
taste will be content, we presume, with our meagre extracts, 
when the original work itself is to be had. It must be eminent- 
ly serviceable to the cause of vaccination in times like these, 
when prejudice and misrepresentation are abroad. Dr. De- 
war’s little tract, also, will not be without its weight, inasmuch 
as it is written with the view of preventing the forging of some 
rumours, and the gross exaggeration of some facts and occur- 
rences which were likely to arise from what he had witnessed; 
and of holding forth “the favourable features of vaccination 
which remain unaffected.” He is a gentleman of great talents, 
united with great industry, and, from his addiction to the 
‘‘ muse@ severiores,” is well qualified for any intricate philoso- 
phical investigation, where a union of acuteness and cautious- 
ness are requisite. 

May we be permitted to hope, that truth will at last triumph; 
that vaccination will at last prevail; and that future generations 
will only be traditionally acquainted with a disease which was 
wont to sweep off one tenth of the human race—a disease to 
which the touching language of a modern classic might, a few 
years back, have been well applied: ** Pauci sunt quibus cog- 
nati, familiares, aut amici, hac febre abrepti, non sunt lugendi. 
Misera hec pestis, seva, atrox, et insensibilis, teneros et ama- 
biles depascens, cede et luctu patriam implet.”* 


Cases in Surgery. Part II. Of Diseased Prepuce and Scrotum; 
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illustrated with Etchings. By W1LL1AM Wapp, Esq. Sur- © 
geon Extraordinary to his Royal Highness the Prince Re- | 


gent. 4to. 
[From the London Medical and Physical Journal for April, 1818.] 


We are much pleased at the sight of another Number from 
this accurate physiologist, and hope that the custom of etching 


will be more generally adopted by surgeons who only can © 


judge of the importance of attending to the minuter parts. 


* Gregory, De Morbis Celi mutatione medendis, p. 42. 
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The present plates very much surpass the former in soft- 
ness and technical finish, though they cannot in correctness. 
They are twelve in number: we shall give a short account of 
each. The first contains three forms of diseased prepuce, 
boldly and correctly delineated. The introduction, part of 
which we shall transcribe, will show the intention of the au- 
thor. 

‘“‘ Probably the use of the prepuce is to protect the delicate 
thin skin of the glans in animals who have no artifical clothing, 
and, of course, in man in his savage state. That it is not ne- 
cessary for the purposes of the organ of which it makes a part, 
is evident by the variety in its natural figure, and by the fre- 
quency of circumcision. On this account, any impediment it 
may offer to the natural functions ought to be speedily re-. 
moved. 

“« But, however unimportant this covering of the glans pe- 
nis, or preputium, may seem, it is frequently, from malforma- 
tion or disease, the cause of much inconvenience to the func- 


_ tions of that organ, and sometimes of very serious impediment 


Me See 


to the ordinary functions of the bladder. 

‘‘Ina work, therefore, intended to represent most of the 
diseases which may be relieved by the surgeon, those of the 
prepuce naturally fall under this division. 

“Turner, though he includes the diseases of the prepuce 
among those of the skin, found it necessary to devote a chap- 
ter to two complaints peculiar to this part; namely,—Phymo- 
sis and Paraphymosis. 

“‘Phymosis is a contraction of the orifice of the prepuce, 


_ which prevents its being retracted or withdrawn, in the man- 


Re ner before described. It is sometimes congenital; and the in- 


convenience arising from it is now so well understood, that 


the difficulty of voiding the urine, occasioned by this state of 
_ the parts, is generally remedied by operation, before the pa- 


tient attains the age of puberty. Where this has been neglect- 
ed, diseases of the urethra and bladder have been the conse- 


/ quence. 


“ Paraphymosis is a condition of the prepuce, in which it is 
already retracted, but cannot be returned to its original form. 
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In this case it produces the effect of a ligature round the basis 
of the glans, and is, on that account, by some called Periphy- 
mosis. 

‘When the phymosis is complete, no part of the glans, nor 
even the orifice of the urethra, can be discovered. This occurs 
sometimes in advanced age, apparently from a gradual shrink- 
ing of the penis; after which, the projecting orifice of the pre- 
puce contracts to such a degree as to hinder the water from 
passing, even after it has escaped from the urethra. Hence, 
the whole cavity of the prepuce becomes filed with urine; a 


small quantity of which, constantly covering the glans, depo- 


sits a calculous crust, assuming the figure of that part. 

‘When the prepuce is thin, a division of the part with a 
phymosis knife, or curved bistoury, generally gives relief. 
When the prepuce ts thicker, some have proposed an opera- 
tion similar to that for the hare-lip, in order to obviate the 
deformity, from a separation of the two laminz of the skin: 
but, as the part is not exposed to view, this appears unneces- 
sary. 

‘‘ Others prefer circumcision; compressing as much of the 
prepuce as is necessary within the blades of the forceps, and 
cutting it off with one stroke of the knife. In hot climates, 
where the inhabitants are most exposed. to the inconvenience 
of morbid secretions from this part, Christians, as well as 
Jews, submit to this operation, according to an observation of 
Guido de Cauliaco,—‘ Propterea quod non congregantur sor- 
dities in radis balani et calefacerent ipsum.’ 

“ Fallopius proposes a gradual dilatation, without any inci- 
sion; which, in some cases, may succeed. 

‘‘ When phymosis has existed a long time, adhesions take 
place between the glans and the prepuce, which cannot always 
be separated. 

‘‘ Sometimes, if the pus formed between the prepuce and 
glans cannot escape by the orifice, ulceration takes place through 
the prepuce, by which the glans protrudes, and the lower part 
of the prepuce is thrown to one side, resembling the figure of 
a glove, open at its extremity. 

“The congenital phymosis in children sometimes goes off 
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in adult age, the prepuce enlarging in greater proportion than 
the glans. An operation should not, therefore, be advised, un- 
less other circumstances require it; though, to judge by my 
own experience, this natural cure of the constriction is of rare 
occurrence.” 

Two plates follow, showing the effects of phymosis on the 
urethra. Four specimens of disease in that membrane are 
given, where the gencral history affords no other probable cause 
than long continued resistance to its expulsatory power. The 
upper portion of urethra in plate II. is a fungus, which in for- 
mer times would have been denominated a caruncle. The low- 
er portion exhibits a membranous band across the urethra, be- 
hind which is an oval ulceration. In many parts of these ure- 
thre were appearances of disease and inflammation, which, 
not producing alteration in the form and figure of the part, 
cannot be delineated by the pencil. 

The two succeeding plates represent the state of the fore- 
skin, where urine, each time it was voided, filling the cavity, 
and partly resting on the glans, gradually induced a deposition 
of calculous matter on that organ. The natural opening was 
obliterated by inflammation, and the urine could only escape 
with difficulty through ulcerations on the side and under part. 
Here circumcision was necessary; and, when performed, ex- 
posed a margin of fungus and calculous incrustation: the latter 
was easily removed, and the fungus afterwards by the applica- 
tion of caustic. 

The sixth plate gives a representation of the effects of an 
abscess between the two layers of the prepuce, with suitable 
remarks. 

The seventh is an etching of a cancerous prepuce. Of this 
the author speaks with some caution; and, as the subject has 
been so recently before us, we shall do him the credit to 
show, by the following extract, that he, at least, is not among 
the number of those who are unmindful of their predecessors. 

“‘ Here were many of the characteristics of carcinoma. A 
sordid, sanious, fetid discharge. The erosions betwixt the 
fungi bled from time to time, and the serrated, indurated, re- 
torted edge, presented the external marks of cancer. 

VoL. VIII. 38 Y No. 32. 
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«¢ Many apparently trifling diseases of these parts, whether 
arising from mal-formation or want of cleanliness, derive their 
importance from their situation. Of this class are herpetic af- 
fections of the skin, and ulceration from the lodgements of the 
mucous secretion between the contracted prepuce and the pe- 
nis. These, when remarked with sufficient accuracy, may be 
always distinguished from syphilis. It is not so easy to de- 
scribe them by an appropriate character. Till Mr. Hunter’s 
time, there was no difficulty, because they were all called ve- 
nereal. A celebrated French author said formerly,—‘ On peut 
assurer que quand trente mille hommes combattent en bataille 
rangée contre des troupes égales en nombre, il y a environ 
Vingt mille Verolés de chaque coté;’—but grande verole, lues, 
and pox, are now obsolete terms. Writers have been ashamed 
to confound what Mr. Hunter separated with so much accu- 
racy; and, by slow degrees, the true venereal ulcer has been 
tolerably well ascertained. But a new language has been intro- 
duced, and threatens to confound all other distinctions. We 
had long been accustomed to the word proteiform, which 
proved a most convenient salvo, till Mr. Hunter showed the 
uniformity of nature in this as in all other causes and effects. 
Pseudo-syphilis now removes us a single step, and no more, 
in our labyrinth; but, what is much worse, it proves an apolo- 
gy for resting, instead of proceeding and marking our way. 
Mr. Hunter, though he gave no names to the other numerous 
complaints of this organ, yet described them with accuracy, so 
that, when we meet with them, we recognise what we have 
seen in his writings. If we are still at a loss for names, there 
is reason to believe most of them may be found in Celsus: sce 
his chapter, De obscenarum partium vitiis. Such is not, how- 
ever, the case with the two following. 

The plate to which the close of the foregoing extract refers, 
gives a representation of the enlarged prepuce, so common in 
the West-India islands, particularly in Barbadoes, as to be al- 
most endemic. This, as the author observes, is, by the mo- 
derns, termed elephantiasis, when seated in the foot and leg. 
The other remarks are very judicious, and the references to 
tbe best authors not less copious. To render the illustrations 
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more perspicuous, this case is followed by a figure of the pe- 
nis under the elephantiasis of Aretzus, in which that organ ap- 
pears somewhat retracted within the pubes, which is free from 
hair, and the prepuce appears elongated by the retraction and, 
probably, wasting of the glans within it. 

“ Aretzus (observes Mr. Wadd) is allowed to be the first 
author who notices this disease, and his description has been 
copied by every subsequent writer, till our own days. For the 
most part, it is admitted to be correct. If it is deficient in the 
parts under consideration, it should be remembered, that the 
author acknowledges his fear of contagion, which probably 
prevented his closer examination: nor is it unlikely that, when 
he speaks of the salaciousness of these unhappy creatures, he 
only relates a vulgar error. 

** A case of this kind lately occurred in St. Bartholomew’s 
Hospital, and is related in the Medico-Chirurgical Transac- 
tions, vol. vi. I did not see it, but the following is the descrip- 
tion given by Mr. Lawrence:—‘ Not only had the develop- 
ment of the generative organs been arrested from the time 
when the disease broke out, but they had actually undergone 
diminution and decay. The scrotum was shrivelled, and seem- 
ed empty; the testes could with difficulty be felt; they were soft, 
and about the size of small horse-beans.” 

The present number introduces the Affections of the Scro- 
tum, and closes with two most interesting plates of a disease, 
we believe, not before accurately represented on paper, and at 
present particularly requiring the attention of the faculty, on 
account of parliamentary enquiry. This is the chimney-sweep- 
ers’ cancer, of which four representations are given in its dif- 
ferent forms. We cannot admit space to enlarge on the author’s 
pathology of the disease, which is to us not less satisfactory 
than perspicuous. 

Such are the contents of this number, of which, by several 
hints interspersed, we expect a continued series. We sincere- 
ly hope Mr. Wadd will improve the leisure of the succeeding 
summers, as he has done the last. During the winter (to speak 
professionally) he is probably much better employed. 
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ORIGINAL PAPERS. 


FOR THE ECLECTIC REPERTORY. 
Case of Extra-Uterine Fatus.* By Joun Barp, M. D. 


New York, January 17, 1759. 
DEAR Srp, 

A case has lately fallen under my care, which, from its sin- 
gularity, I cannot help communicating to you. The wife of 
one Mr. Stag of this city, a woman of about twenty-eight 
years of age, after having one child, with whom she had a good 
time, was a second time taken with the common symptoms of 
pregnancy. At the end of nine months (though she had found 
her symptoms different from what she had observed before, 
being more disordered, frequently feverish, the swelling of her 
belly not so equal, and the life and motion of the fetus more 
feeble and faint,) she expected her delivery, and had some pains 
of labour, which, however, went off, and the swelling of her 
belly sensibly lessened. She was soon after taken with a 
regular return of her menses, which continued five months, 
during which time there remained a large, hard, insensible, and 
moveable tumour on the right side of her belly. Under these 
circumstances she was taken a second time with the usual 
symptoms of pregnancy, and during the whole nine months’ 
progress of it she had her health better, and her swelling grew 
more equal and regular than before; and at the end of the nine 
months, after a short and easy labour, was delivered of a fine 
healthy infant. The swelling which attended her, however, 
before this second pregnancy, still remained unaltered, and 
five days after her labour she was seized with a putrid fever, 
a purging, suppression of the lochiz, and profuse putrid sweats, 


* This paper may have been published; but we have received the original 
communication and insert it accordingly. —E pirors. 
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and brought into the greatest danger of death: at length, how- 
ever, she got the better of most of these symptoms, but the | 
loss of appetite, great weakness, and a continual slow fever, iy 
continued to attend her, till about six weeks after her delivery, i 
when she complained of an inflammatory pain in the tumour in ii 
her belly, for which I ordered a fomentation and an emollient Me 
poultice, and soon after perceived a fluctuation of matter, it 
which by degrees came forward, and had the appeararce of i 
the whole tumour’s having suppurated. Under these appear- 
ances I desired Dr. Huck, the bearer of this letter, to visit | 
the patient with me, and be present at my opening this vast : 
imposthumation, which, from the whole history of it, we were if 





u- | both of opinion would turn out an extra-uterine conception; ay 
of which indeed it proved. I made an incision, the first morning, | 
ht about six inches long, which discharged near a quart of mat- i 
dt ster very fetid. The woman fainting, was put to bed. The | 
of next morning, upon introducing my fingers into the incision 
id and conducting them towards the right side, I found an open- ‘ 
e, ing through the muscles about the bigness of a dollar, and — 

a plainly perceived the parts of a fetus; upon which, I imme- 
” diately lengthened the opening four or five inches further, in a : 
- slanting direction, which exposed the cavity wholly to us: we | 
- _ then found it necessary to extend the opéning through the “A 
- muscles into the sac where the infant lay, two or three inches, i 
Ss through which I extracted an infant, as large as is commonly ‘ , 
id met with at the end of nine months, in the ordinary course of 

” nature, with all its parts entire, even the skin, except the first 

* joints of the fingers of one hand and the bones of the cranium, 

. and the placenta and umbilical cord which were dissolved. Upon 

Pe extracting this fetus there followed a large discharge of mat- 

ai ter and putrified blood, as frequently happens from the matrix 

- upon natural deliveries. For many days there was a vast dis- 

ry _ charge from this cavity, which by degrees grew less and less 

d offensive; and the fever that this poor woman was afflicted | 
"> | with, which before this delivery resembled very much a putrid } 
3 _ hectic, has since gradually abated, upon the use of the bark 


with elixir of vitriol and a balsamic diet. It is now about four 
weeks since the operation, and the parts are amazingly con- 
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tracted, the discharge is perfectly sweet and of a good con- 
sistence; granulations of new flesh appear upon the external 
wound; her fever has left her; her appetite and sleep are re- 
stored, and she sits up and has all promising appearances of 
recovery. It proves, from all the symptoms, situation, and ap- 
pearance of the case, that the formation of this fetus has been 
in the right Fallopian tube. I should be glad to have your 
opinion in this particular, as well as the case in general. 

I had occasion to mention Dr. Huck; he is a gentleman who 
is here in the character of physician to the army, and goes to 
Philadelphia to attend General Forbes. His abilities in his pro- 
fession, and his character and manners as a gentleman, are 
such as I am sure you will be pleased with. 

My most affectionate regards wait on Mrs. Kearsley and 
your family, 

And an, dear sir, 
Your most obedient, humble servant, 
JOHN BARD. 


Doctor Joun Kearsuey, Philadelphia. 


FOR THE ECLECTIC REPERTORY. 


Uncommon Tumour of the Mamma. By Jort Lewis, M. D. 


Earty in the month of May, 1815, Mrs. G. aged fifty- 
eight, applied to me for professional advice, and gave the fol- 
lowing history of her case: 

In June, 1806, six months previous to the cessation of the 
menses, she was exposed for seventy-two hours, in descending 
the Allegheny river in a small skiff, to a heavy and incessant 
rain, without any other covering than a blanket. From this 
time, she was afflicted with erratic pains, sometimes appearing 
to be rheumatic, and at other times to arise from wind in the 
bowels, for three years; when a small indurated gland was ob- 
served in the right mamma. This gradually increased till the 
summer of 1812, when it was as large as a pullet’s egg, and 
discharged a bloody-coloured fluid from the nipple. From this 
moment, all morbid sensation was completely absorbed from 
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the other parts of the body and concentrated in the diseased 
breast. The pain there was constant, and a few days previous 
to the discharge, which was as regular in its monthly appear- 
ance as the menses had been, it was exceedingly severe, and 
of the lancinating and burning kind; accompanied with a stric- 
ture of the integuments, extending nearly across the anterior 
part of the thorax. The disease continued in this form, while 
the tumour was gradually increasing in size, till early in the 
autumn of 1814, when the discharge ceased. From this period, 
till within a few days of the operation, the pain was excruci- 
ating, and the tumour had an unusually rapid growth, attain- 
ing to nearly double its former size. Its colour was now of a 
dark leaden hue, and exhibited an alarming appearance. Af- 
ter mature deliberation, there appeared to me no other means 
of relieving my patient but by excision, which I strenuously 
advised. The operation was performed on the eighteenth day 
of May, in the presence of two physicians and several pupils. 
The tumour was extirpated in less than two minutes, and the 
dressings were completed in twelve minutes. We supposed 
that not more than a gill of blood was lost during the opera- 
tion. For a few hours there was a considerable smarting of 
the wound; but afterwards she complained of no uneasiness 
whatever, and no unpleasant symptoms supervened. On the 
third day she sat at the table with her family, and on the six- 
teenth was discharged cured. She now attended to her domes- 
tic concerns, and declared herself to be in better health than 
she had been for many years previously. Four months have 
elapsed since the operation, and she continues perfectly well. 
The tumour weighed twelve ounces: it was then punctured, 
and six ounces of a fluid, perfectly menstrual, flowed out. A 
free incision was now made into the tumour, and presented to 
our view a large sac whose sides were nearly as thick asa 
cent, and in the bottom of which was situated a diseased gland 
of the size of a hickory nut. This gland was somewhat circu- 
lar, but irregular in its form and ragged about the edges. It 
was evident that this morbid gland originated the disease; and 
the sac increased with the quantity of the secretion until it 
feached he size above mentigned, The secretion was put inte 
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a phial and kept for several days, during which time it was 
submitted to the inspection and examination of several medi- 
eal friends, who coincided with me in the opinion that it was 
unquestionably the menstrual fluid. 


REMARKS. 


This is the only instance within my recollection, on medical 
record, of vicarious menstrual secretion. There are many in- 
stances of vicarious hemorrhages from the nose, the lungs, the 
nipple, the hemorrhoidal veins, the stomach, the bowels, and 


even the gums. The advocates for the sanguineous nature of 


the menstrual discharge, place much reliance upon this fact. To 
prove the futility of such reasoning, it is only necessary to state 
that this is a favourite mode by which nature relieves the sys- 
tem of the morbid irritability, sensibility and repletion, conse- 
quent to the suppression of any important secretion, or any 
customary discharge, which becomes important from habit. A 


scirrhous liver, or spleen, or pancreas, the too sudden checking 


of an habitual alvine discharge, and the healing of old ulcers, 
have all been the cause of hemorrhage. But what visionary 
speculator could believe that these discharges, although clearly 
vicarious, are discharges of bile, of pancreatic juice, of alvine 
secretion and excretion, or of purulent matter, in their respec- 
tive cases? Such a belief would not be more absurd and ridi- 
culous, than that of those physiologists who declare the menses 
to be a sanguineous discharge, because, in obstructed menstru- 


ation, hemorhages are occasionally vicarious. In the case of 


Mrs. G. we have an indubitable instance of vicarious secretion. 
The discharge was as regular as her menstruation had been; 
was precisely similar in its appearance and in its being incoa- 
gulable, and its elaboration was effected by a glandular appa- 
ratus. Like menstruation, this discharge varied in duration 
and quantity. The same symptoms of nervous irritation which 
precede menstruation also preceded this discharge. The stric- 
ture of the integuments extending nearly across the exterior 
part of the thorax, the lancinating pains, the heat of the parts, 
the chorded sensation emitted to the fingers on pressure, the 
depression of spirits, and the languor of body, are abundant 
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testimony of the increased action, irritability and sensibility of 
the part, all of which were essentially necessary to the elabo- 
ration of this fluid. he importance of this function is further 
proven, by the constant and powerful efforts of nature, for so 
long a time, to establish it, and by its completely relieving all 
the nervous symptoms with which she had been previously 
afflicted. In the autumn of 1814 this function became obstruct- 
ed, and her former complaints returned with increased vio- 
lence. Small and frequent hemorrhages from the nose, miti- 
gated, in a slight degree, her sufferings, till their fiaal removal 
by the operation. 
JOEL LEWIS, M. D. 
Pittsburgh. 


OF 
Qn Ovarian Disease and Abdominal Steatoma. By THomAs 
Henpverson, M. D. of Georgetown, Recording Secretary 
of the Medical Society of the District of Columbia. 


Read before the Society at the Stated Meeting in July, 1818. 


AxsoutT the first of October, 1816, I was desired to see negre 
woman Peggy, who had been complaining for some months 
occasionally, and now was ill. She was about eighteen years 
of age, was raised in the immediate service of her mistress, 
had been treated with great kindness, was considered as a 
healthy servant, and married about eighteen months since. She 
conceived immediately, and about ten months after marriage 
brought forth a healthy child. She was well daring the month, 
and came out as usual, but soon manifested symptoms of loss 
of health; frequently complained; became weaker and droop- 
ing; she lost her flesh and spirits. Her change of health was 
attributed to her change of lodging; for, being aceustomed 
previous to her marriage to sleep in her mistress’s close cham- 
ber, she slept in, comparatively speaking, a very open cabin. 
Her debilitated state did not affect her lactation; she was an 
abundant nurse, and her child was healthy and thriving. 

Vout. VIII. 3Z No, 32, 
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A few days before I saw her, she was seized with a chill, 
which was succeeded, as she informed me, by a very high 
fever, pain in her right side, cough dry and constant, pain in 
her head, costive bowels. These symptoms continued severe 
when I was called in, and in addition her pulse was 130, tense, 
not full but strong; her tongue was white, skin not very hot, 
great dyspnea; this last so distressing as to prevent the hori- 
zontal posture at night. In short she had every symptom of 
violent pleuritis vera. The symptoms continuing and increas- 
ing, for six or eight days, the most active practice was pur- 
sued. She was bled every evening for four days, took Ol. 
Ricin. and antimonials; was blistered largely; had mucilagi- 
nous drinks and expectorant mixtures and inhalations of steam, 
with suitable diet. All which, together with a bleeding on the 
sixth and eighth days, reduced the force and tension of the 
pulse, . lieved the pain in the side, produced a lax state of the 
bowels, rendered the cough loose, removed in a considerable 
degree the dyspnea, and softened her skin. I saw her occa- 
sionally and believed her convalescent. 

The pulse continuing at 118 in the morning and 120 to 130 
in the evening, the cough remaining troublesome, the dyspnea 
still preventing rest in the horizontal posture, gave me reason 
to apprehend some effusion in the cavity of the thorax, and I 
accordingly ordered Tinct. Digital. in doses through the day, 
and opiates at night. She continued in this state, improving 
somewhat for several days, when the pain in the side returned, 
and after venesection I ordered a blister to be applied to the 
right side. It was applied, and in dressing it, the nurse’s hand 
slipped towards the umbilicus, and a tumour was discovered, 
to which my attention was called the ensuing day. 

My astonishment can scarcely be imagined, on discovering 
a monstrous tumour, occupying the hypogastric, the umbilical, 
the iliac, the lower part of the hypochondriac and epigastric 
regions, very prominent, tense, not at all painful, immoveably 
adhering on all sides. And it is very remarkable, that the 
mother, who had constantly slept in the same room, who 
nursed and assisted her during her long illness, and who was 
incessant and anxious in her devotion to her child, declared to 
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me she was perfectly ignorant of the existence of the tumour, 
yntil the attendant discovered it in the manner above men- 
tioned. On enquiring of her husband, he knew of it; and the 
midwife who had delivered her nine months before, informed 
me that she then had a tumour, to use her own expression, 
‘Cas big as her fist.” The direct cause of the obstinacy of the 
cough, dyspnea and irritation of the pulse, was sufficiently evi- 
dent; and probably the predisposing cause of the pneumonic 
inflammation under which Peggy laboured, may be referred to 
the tumour, which, from its pressure on the diaphragm, may 
have contributed to render the pleurisy so violent and dan- 
gerous. 

On enquiry, I discovered, that about five months before the 
birth of her child, which was born in February, 1816, she fele 
a lump in the right side of her belly low down; that is, in Sep- 
tember, 1815, in the fourth month of pregnancy she observed 
it, and from her account the place where she discovered it was 
near the anterior superior spinous process of the ilium, and 
then it was as large as a hen’s egg; that as pregnancy ad- 
vanced, the tumour grew very slowly, and was, by the evolu- 
tion of the womb, thrown in front of the belly at the lower 
part, viz. just above the symphisis pubis; that it caused her no 
pain, that it was moveable; that at the time of delivery it was 
as big as a man’s fist; that a few weeks after the birth of the 
child it commenced its increase, and in fourteen months from 
its discovery the tumonr had reached the bulk and occupied 
the space I have above stated. 

The case was extraordinary; it was dangerous, it was evi- 
dently tending to a fatal termination. I believed it to be a dis- 
eased ovarium. I was persuaded, that unless the tumour could 
be lessened, by an evacuation of its contents, death must 
be the consequence. The woman’s frame was in constant irri- 
tation, chiefly from the pressure of the tumour on the organs 
of respiration; for the fecal and urinary evacuations were na- 
tural; and the violent attack of pleurisy had debilitated her so 
much, that I felt persuaded, from the state of the pulse, from 
its uncontrollable rapidity, that the action of the heart would 
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ere long be worn down. The appetite, with the exception of a 
few days, was tolerably good. > 
The situation and size of the tumour when first observed, 7 


its commencement during pregnancy, its appearance at the 


time of my seeing it; the freedom from pain, the certainty of | 


its not being a disease of the uterus or bladder, induced me to 
believe that it was a disease of the ovarium. I have said, from 
its commencement during pregnancy; (at least from its size 
when first discovered and its gradual increase, I believe it took 
its rise at or soon subsequent to conception,) for I thought it 
not unreasonable to suppose that the excitement of the right 
ovarium at the period of conception, might at the same time 
have produced a genuine ovum, and a diseased action in the 
organ of the same side; or that the ovum might be formed in 
the left ovarium, and morbid excitement created in the right, 
the result of which morbid excitement was the tumour. I 
thought it further reasonable to entertain this view, from be- 
lieving that the growth of the fetus might have prevented the 
increase of the tumour, as the progress of pregnancy retards 
some other disorders. How far the change of situation, above 
alluded to, and the adhesion of the tumour, should have affect- 
ed my opinion, I will not decide. 

I need not occupy any time, in giving my reasons why I was 
positive as to the freedom of the uterus and bladder from dis- 
ease. 

I have said that relief was, in my opinion, solcly to be ob- 
tained by an evacuation of the contents of the tumour. The 
absorption of the mass was not to be expected, either from a 
natural process, or from the power of the absorbents excited by 
remedies, or from the result of experience in similar cases. 
Therefore I determined on Paracentesis Tumoris. I called a 
consultation and my friend Dr. Cooke attended, and an exa- 
mination as to the nature and probable contents of the tumour 
took place. We agreed in opinion as to the pathology of the 
tumour. Although no fluctuation could with any precision be 
decided on, yet we hoped to relieve our patient; for it may 
readily be conceived, that a sac may be so entirely and tensely 
distended with fluid as to deny any fluctuation, when examined 
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into with the view of ascertaining it, by percussion or other- 
wise. We were, however, prepared for a gelatinous state of 
contents. 

The operation was fairly done by me; and, as we supposed 
probable, nothing was evacuated. As soon as the trocar en- 
tered the tumour, I felt its progress through the gelatinous 
mass and informed Dr. Cooke of it. 

Not being disposed further to attempt the evacuation of the 
tumour, or its removal by excision, I reluctantly gave up all 
expectation of restoring my unfortunate patient to health. I 
informed the master of the woman, and directed only pallia- 
tives. The case went on, without any remarkable circumstan- 
ces, for three weeks. I will only observe, that the rapidity of 
the pulse continued and the dyspnea increased regularly till 
her death, which taking place, leave was obtained to open her 
body. 

If there be any one part of the detail of this case particularly 
interesting, it is the history of the dissection; but I regret very 
much that I shall not be able to do justice to the subject. 
From the prejudices of the people, amongst whom I have prac- 
tised, against opening dead bodies, opportunities scarcely ever 
occur, except in those cases, the symptoms of which are so pro- 
minently remarkable as to excite the curiosity of friends as 
well as the enquiries of the physician. In this case, it was thus 
obtained, particularly as the mother and husband of the wo- 
man were under the impression that her death was occasioned 
by poison. They not only gave consent, but were anxious to 
have the cause of her death ascertained. From my inexperi- 
ence in dissecting, I fear I shall not be enabied to give a lively 
colouring to description, not having been in the habit of com- 
paring the appearance of healthy and diseased parts; added to 
these, the dissection was done in haste, and without taking 

notes of the minute state of the parts exposed by the knife. I 
trust, however, that I shall be enabled to give a tolerable idea 
of the nature of the tumour, and its connections, which may 
lead to an application not altogether uninteresting. 

On cutting through the integuments covering the tumour, a 
very thin firm membrane was found investing it on the ante- 
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rior surface; the posterior surface was supported and covered 
by the peritoneum. The tumour adhered closely on each side 
to the edges of the abdominal muscles, through which it seemed 
to have protruded, separating and throwing them to each side, 
and the investing membrane adhered below to the os pubis. 
The peritoneum on the posterior and upper surface of the tu- 
mour was thickened, and those parts of it were harder, and 
small portions of the mass approached nearly in appearance to 
scirrhus of the firmest kind. The tumour was a Steatoma; the 
suetty matter was contained in cysts of different dimensions, 
from the size of a grape to that of a hen’s egg. The colour of 
the -steatoma was various, as the size of the cysts in which it 
was contained; being in some parts of the tumour of the colour 
of coagulated blood, and.again white, with all the intermediate 
shades. There was some variety in the consistence of the mat- 
ter contained, and about a pint of serum was discharged in the 


course of the examination. 
Except the adhes:1ns to the edges of the abdominal muscles, 


to the pubis, and to the spinous process of each ilium, the mass 
seemed to have no connection with any other part. The abdo- 
minal viscera were quite natural in their appearance, except the 
liver, which was somewhat increased in size. The left ovarium, 
the uterus and bladder, were perfectly healthy and natural in 
appearance and situation. The right ovarium was as large as 
the gall bladder of an adult, containing thin purulent matter, 
and almost full of black hair; a part of the hair growing from 
the internal surface of the organ, the rest loosely lying in the 
purulent matter.* 

Drs. Cooke, Digges and myself, present at the dissection, 
computed the weight of the tumour to be between eight and 
ten pounds. 

It is from the dissection satisfactorily proven that this tu- 
mour was not what we believed it; and although the fact is re- 
markable that the right ovarium was singularly diseased, yet, 
I cannot see much reason for believing the tumour I have de- 
scribed to be connected with that part either in its origin or 


progress. 


* The Fallopian tubes in a natural state 
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I can safely place my opinion of the case before the profes- 
sion, because I had every reason to believe the disease to be 
in the ovarium and no where else. The propriety of tapping 
was evident. 


REMARKS. 


The object which every friend to humanity and medical 
science has in detailing cases, which present uncommon as- 
pects and symptoms, and the morbid appearances of such cases 
on dissection, is to improve the powers of the healing art. 
To present them with a view to excite “ stupid wonder,” or 
to detail them in a manner which cannot be useful, is alike in- 
consistent with the philanthropic and philosophic mind. It 
would be highly gratifying to me, could I be as well persuaded 
that I had effected the latter, as that I have wished to avoid 
the former. I have this assurance, that although to present 
purposes the above case may subserve nothing, yet it is a faith- 
ful detail, and may prove one of those facts which future obser- 
vation and intelligence shall apply with interesting effect. 

Nor is the relation devoid of interest because it directly 
leads to no positive conclusion or practical inferences. An 
accumulation of facts leads to the determination of general 
principles; and the latter can never be considered as sure un- 
less derived from the former: and I am well persuaded that 
pathological principles are not more obscure or unsatisfactory 
in their application to any parts of the human body, than those 
which belong to the organs: of generation in the female sex. 
Now, to what this consideration will lead, genuine philosophy 
at once declares; viz. Observe closely the diseases of those 
parts, distinguishing them from those with which they are apt 
to be confounded; mark their origin, symptoms, progress, 
treatment, termination; and in fatal cases, above all, the appear- 
ances on dissection; and the experience of all ages, on all sub- 
jects presented to the investigation of the mind of man, gives 
to the diligent observer the most positive assurances that his 
labour shall not be in vain. 

Let us not defeat our own views by aiming at too much. 
Let one generation be content to lay the foundation by accu- 
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rate observation faithfully detailed, on which those who come 
after, may erect a superstructure. Truth, Lord Bacon has ob- 
served, is not the child of authority but of time. Nor should 
we allow apathy or mental indolence to render the object of 
our pursuit unattainable by believing it to be so: * for were we 
to allow ourselves to suppose (let the subject be what it may, 
provided it be liable to experiment) that nothing more or new 
could be taught, it is pretty clear that nothing more or new 
would be learnt.” Let the halo of professional glory which 
encircles the heads of Cullen, Hunter, Jenner, Rush, Le Gal- 
lois and Davy, offer irresistible inducements to the enquirer 
after truth, “‘to climb the steep where fame’s proud temple 
shines afar.” And for encouragement we may regard the hum- 
ble instrumentality which is used to evolve the most important 
discoveries. That blessing which may be considered second 
only to Christianity, was suggested to the attentive mind of 
Jenner by obscure herdsmen: the persevering research of 
Rush guided him to the successful treatment of the most 
dreadful epidemic which ever visited our great cities; and the 
clue was a little communication from a country practitioner in 
Virginia, who dissected two or three negroes, and accurately 
described the morbid appearances: and those researches which 
the National Institute of France justly declare to constitute an 
era in physiology, were effected by Le Gallois, in consequence 
of observing an obstetric case. How powerfully these consi- 
derations speak to a mind capable of being influenced, the 
‘intelligence of the members of this society will at once ac- 
knowledge; and will plead my excuse for presuming to occupy 
their time by the detail of the above case, and the very imper- 
fect remarks which follow. 

Nor should the incurable nature of ovarian disease, if such 
indeed be the fact, which I doubt very much, bar an inquiry. 
I repeat, that which contributes most to render practice im- 
potent is a persuasion on the mind, a preconceived notion, that 
it will prove so; and nothing affords a clearer proof how pre- 
posterous it is to cease inquiry, than the result of this dissec- 
tion. That which was believed to be ovarian disease, was 
proved not to be so; and if this mode of investigation was 
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more attended to, and even if one writer in the Eclectic Re- 
pertory, Dr. M‘Dowell, had been more considerate in the ex- 
amination and detail of his cases, and with all due respect I 
would suggest, that zt zs still his duty to be so, some thing very ™ 
interesting might have been presented to the profession on this 
subject. 

The motives for prosecuting inquiries as to the nature of 
such cases are very high. The diseases arising from affections 
of the female organs of generation are numerous, complex and 
obstinate; their pathology we are too ignorant of, and their 
treatment is yet very unsatisfactory. 

The first question which presents itself, is, whence the ori- 
gin of thistumour? I do not believe that it had any connection 
with the disease in the ovarium. Its nature was evidently of 
the class of encysted tumours called steatoma, which occur so 
frequently in the celular membrane. There certainly can be 
no ground for asserting that it proceeded from the ovarium, 
notwithstanding the diseased state of the latter; although Mor- 
gagni mentions one case where the ovarium burst, and threw 
out a steatoma. The ovarium in this case was a perfect cyst. 
Mr. Latta mentions the frequency of steatomatous tumours, on 
each side of the umbilicus, but never saw one in the middle 
region. Now, this tumour originated on the side, and might 
have been more confined to that side but for the evolution of 
the uterus. Another reason for concluding that it was not con- 
nected with the ovarium is the rapidity of the growth, for the 
latter are very slow in their progress. The only arguments for 
supposing any connection between the two diseases are, that 
the right ovarium was actually diseased, and that we have very 
good reason to believe that this tumour took its rise about the 
period of conception; when the left ovarium produced the 
genuine ovum, and the right partaking of the excitement, may 
have produced the tumour. I do not rest on this at all, and 
the society will duly appreciate it. I find myself compelled 
then to believe that there was no connection, and that it form- 
ed as steatomatous tumours generally do. 

Secondly. [t is a very interesting and not an irrelevant 
inquiry, if there be any diagnostic symptoms of diseased ova- 
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rium. One of the first reflections which crossed my mind on 
noting this case, was, that it would be practically usefdl to col- 
lect from various sources, those symptoms which have been 
considered as pointing to diseased ovarium. I have no doubt 
that tumours such as I have described, have been repeatedly 
mistaken for diseased ovarium, and so far a knowledge of dis- 
tinguishing symptoms is of great importance; because it may 
be safely affirmed, that whatever may be the scruples as to the 
extirpation of diseased ovarium, there can be no doubt of the 
propriety of taking out steatomatous enlargements, with cer- 
tain acknowledged precautions: The remarks as to this head, 
will be confined chiefly to the condition of tumours after con- 
siderable progress; for we are too seldom called on to examine 
them at an early period. 

When, therefore, we are called on to decide as to the 
nature of a large tumour, it may be important to keep the fol- 
lowing circumstances in view; with them, and a liberal con- 
sideration of all the facts in the case, we may hope that Mor- 
gagni may yet be mistaken in asserting positively that dis- 
eased, enlarged, and dropsical ovaria cannot be decided on. 

1. There is a sympathy between the generative organs and 
stomach which obtains in enlargement of the ovarium, and 
not in steatomatous tumours of the cellular membrane. I am 
aware that one or two writers are opposed to this sentiment, 
but the fact is positively stated by several eminent men; posi- 
tively as to enlarged ovarium, and no mention do I find made 
of wens producing any sympathetic affections except by me- 
chanical influence in advanced stages. Ferriar gives a case 
where there was thirst and scanty urine in dropsy of ovarium. 

2. In affections of the ovarium there have been noticed en- 
largements of the liver, spleen, and pancreas. In the above case 
the liver was enlarged. In Michener’s case the pancreas was 
much enlarged and scirrhous. 

3. In the early stage of enlarged ovaria and steatomatous 
tumours they are both moveable, but wens are more apt to 
form adhesions in the advanced stages. 

4. Morgagni says, you will more readily suppose disease to 
be dropsy of ovarium, when the temperature of the body, the diet 
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and diseases, have been of such a kind as to dispose women to 
dropsies. Darwin says, they are produced by cold, fear, hun- 
ger, and debilitating causes, and gives two cases from the two 
first mentioned sourees. 

5. In all cases make an examination per vaginam, and at- 
tend to the effect which moving the os uteri has on the tu- 
mour. If the latter is diseased ovarium it will move with the 
former, not so if the swelling be ascites. 

6. It is not to be inferred because conception has taken 
place, that the ovarium is net diseased—nor does the presence 
of catamenia in abdominal tumours always prove that the ute- 
rus is not affected. See Baldwin’s case, Med. Mus. vi. 106. 

7. In enlarged or dropsical ovarium the lower extremity of 
the same side is swelled; and Burns observes, that there is 
pain in the corresponding mamma. 

8. Fluctuation is more obscure in dropsy of ovarium than 
in ascites; and in steatoma there is none. When a puncture is 
made it is found that the fluid in Hydrops ovarii is darker 
than in ascites, viz. of a coffee colour. 

9. Ovarian disease most frequently occurs in advanced life, 
although cases are often seen in young females. Reference 
need not be made to the situation of the ovaria and the place 
where they are first discovered to be diseased. 

10. In ovarian enlargements there is very frequently an in- 
equality on the surface of the tumour which does not obtain in 
ascites. 

11. Steatomatous tumours, tumours in the mesentery, and 
ascites are more rapid in their progress than ovarian enlarge- 
ments. 

12. When the tumour is in the mesentery, it will be found 
that it commences higher up than ovarian disease, that the 
pains are great in the region of the bowels, and that the stru- 
mous habit prevails. 

13. The most difficulty must be in distinguishing diseases 
of the fallopian tubes and ovarium—the distinction is not of 
so much practical importance. 

14. Think, if you doubt whether or not the ovarium is af- 
fected, what other part, a viscus of the pelvis or abdomen 
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could be so deranged as to produce a tumour which might be 
confounded with enlarged ovarium. 

In this desultory sketch of diagnostic symptoms, I have 
merely wished to call the society to reflect on this subject. I 
am sensible of its imperfections and of the difficulties attend- 
ing the inquiry; but I believe under no one head will be found 
arranged so general a collection of distinguishing symptoms. 
This may facilitate future enquiry, and very much is required 
on this interestin~ subject. I have referred to negative evi- 
dence: on this it ~ay be well to recollect and refer to Pem- 
berton’s excellent observations on its importance. It is cer- 
tainly so much accomplished in a difficult enquiry to ascertain 
where a disease is not situated, or that it is not of a particular 
kind. 

How far a knowledge of the causes, seat, and nature of dis- 
eased action goes to improve the treatment of cases, I need 
not stop for a moment to enquire; but will conchude with a few 
desultory, imperfect practical observations on the treatment of 
ovarian disease and steatomatous tumours. 

Boerhaave says a dropsy of the ovarium is never cured. 
How true this assertion is we will now enquire. Mr. Percival 
records a case of cure of disease of ovarium by vomiting. Fer- 
riar gives a case where an entire cure was performed by gam- 
boge and spir. nit. dulc.; and another where great relief was 
given by crem. tart. and gamboge. Denman says he has met 
with several very unexpected cases of cure. These coming 
from such unquestionable authority, certainly are entitled to 
be set in opposition to Boerhaave, who stands alone in this 
positive declaration, at least so far as my researches inform 
me. I have purposely avoided noticing particularly the reme- 
dies recommended in the cases. 

There is however another mode of treatment which pro- 
mises more in ovarian and steatomatous cases; viz. the surgi- 
cal treatment either by puncture or extirpation. It is advised 
jn cases of collections in the ovarium to puncture with a large 
canula, for a very obvious reason; and I would suggest the 
safety and consequent propriety of making a puncture or small 
incision where there is any doubt as to the nature of the con- 
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tents. It is no objection that Morgagni urges that paracentesis 
ovarii is not to be done because of the cellular nature of the 
contents: for although the operation may fail, yet it will not 
endanger the patient, and proves satisfactory to the surgeon. 

Can an ovarium be extirpated, and the woman recover? I 
believe this question may very well be answered by enquiring 
whether there is any doubt of that fact. It may be confirmed 
by the practice of rude hands on tender animals; it is confirm- 
ed by analogy derived from operations on parts of the human 
body more essential to life, and it is established by actual ex- 
perience. For there is authority which is within the reach of 
every member of this society to this point. Cases are on re- 
cord where the operation has been done on monstrously en- 
larged ovaria; and if practicable under those circumstances, 
surely there can be no doubt but that in the earlier stages be- 
fore the health is impaired, and before the danger from ex- 
tensive exposure of cavities, that the operation will prove 
successful. Here, then, the importance of diagnosis is mani- 
fest. Let the surgeon be satisfied that the tumour is ovarian, 
that the most fair and effectual trial has been given to medi- 
cine, that the tumour has no forbidding attachments or adhe- 
sions, and that it is on the increase; then the question must be 
decided on these grounds, whether the uncertainty of diagno- 
sis and the danger from the operation, are equal to the results 
which almost invariably obtain from suffering the tumour to 
enlarge and terminate spontaneously. I believe the operation 
would be decided on. 

The propriety of extirpating a steatomatous tumour, such 
for example as the one I have this day read of to the society, 
is still more obvious. Who can doubt, from the state in which 
it was after delivery, of the safety and certainty, with which 
an attempt might have been made to extirpate it? And an ex- 
amination of those cases where immense quantities of suetty 
matter have been evacuated by incision, and recoveries have 
ensued, gives great encouragement to the bold, yet skilful 
operator. 

Houston records a case, where from an incision one inch in 
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length, astonishing quantities of steatomatous matter were dis- 
charged from a tumour, and the woman recovered. Some 
French surgeons have operated under circumstances which 
did not premise much, and their boldness was crowned with 
success. But a communication more to our purpose, than any 
to be found, is made in the Eclectic Repertory, vol. vii. p. 242, 
by Dr. M‘Dowell; and which has been the subject of some re- 
marks from Dr. Michener, in the same work, vol. viii. p. 111. 
While I unite with the latter gentleman in expressing my deep 
regret that amore particular detail has not been presented of these 


-remarkable cases; yet, in one point of view, they are completely 


satisfactory in proving that an operation may be successful in 
cases which have, I fear, too frequently been allowed to proceed 
undisturbed to a fatal termination. In all such cases it may be 
observed, that two considerations must weigh with much im- 
portance on the surgeon’s mind, viz. 

ist. The connections which the tumour may have formed. 

2d. The state of the patient’s general health. 

Let the surgeon reflect on the progress which has been made 
within the last century, in distinguishing the seats and charac- 
ters of internal diseases: let him contemplate the astonishing 
powers which the constitution manifests in restoration from 
injuries: let him exercise the same decision in the use of the 
knife which Dr. M‘Dowell displayed, and that research in all 
fatal cases, which Dr. Michener manifested in enquiring into 


' the cause and seat of the diseases, and the latter gentleman 


will probably live to see the time when he will with pleasure 
acknowledge the inapplicability of the views held out in his 
last paragraph, to the power of the surgeon’s discernment and 
the effect of his knife. 
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Muhlenberg’s Grasses and Flora. 
{From the New England Journal of Medicine and Surgery, for Jan. 1818. } 


Mr. S. W. Conrad, of Philadelphia, has published the post- 
humous work of the late Dr. Muhlenberg, on the American 
grasses. It constitutes an octavo volume of three hundred 
pages, and contains minute botanical descriptions of the 
grasses, and of plants allied to them, found within the United 
States. The work is written in Latin, and being destitute of 
the common claims to popular favour, it must depend on its 
own intrinsic excellence for patronage. We can have no better 
evidence of the maturity of science among us, than the sup- 
port given to works of this character. We trust there are 
botanists enough in this country to appreciate correctly a pro- 
duction, which fills a chasm in our natural history, and throws 
light on an important, but difficult order of vegetables. In the 
preface to this book, the editor announces another work of the 
same distinguished botanist, about to be printed from the ma- 
nuscripts he has left. This is the Flora Lancastriensis, a full 
account of the plants in and about Lancaster in Pennsylvania. 
This Flora will doubtless be more extensive than its name in- 
dicates, and will probably present a good view of the botany 
of the middle states, like that given by Mr. Elliott of the 
southern states. Among other things, we understand it will 
contain the characters of all the cryptogamous plants named in 
Dr. Muhlenberg’s catalogue, the knowledge of which is at 
present a great desideratum. In botanical knowledge, expe- 
rience, and accuracy, Dr. Muhlenberg had no superior in 
America. 
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Sulphate of Zinc recommended as a remedy in Psora, by Dr. 


and Pror. Hartes, of Erlangen. 
{From the same work, for April, 1818] 


SuLpHATE of Zinc, or white vitriol, has hitherto not been 
recommended as an external remedy in psora, except in the 
form of an unguent, as in the Ung. antiscabios. Jasseri; in this 
form however it does but seldom answer our expectations, 
from the same reason, that other powerful remedies do fre- 
quently disappoint us in curing this disorder. 

Dr. H. has had a vast number of scabious patients in the 
clinicum at Erlangen, and consequently had ample opportuni- 
ties, to try and compare the effects of a great variety of such 
remedies, whose effects had been particularly praised on dif- 
ferent occasions. 

Sulphur given internally as well as externally, inthe dry and 
simple itch, did not only frequently disappoint both the Dr. 
and the patient, but generally did no service at all, in the pus- 
tulous and wet dartrous itch. The cure was generally too 
tedious; the exantheme reappeared with increased strength, 
after being seemingly cured, and got even worse instead of 
better. 

Of the external application of the well known mercurials, 
the solution of sublimate, and the Ung. Werlhofhi, and parti- 
cularly of the former, Dr. H. saw sometimes good effects, they 
appeared however in ‘the ivflammatory state of the exantheme, 
and in plethoric and irritable habits, to act rather prejudicial, 
by increasing both pain and inflammation. Besides this, the 
process of absorption is to be regarded, on which account 
those remedies must not be continued too long. 

Tartarized antimony Dr. H. has but twice made use of ex- 
ternally, in a herpetic itch, once in a watery solution, and once 
as ointment, but was soon forced to give it up, on account of 
the disorder getting worse. 

As to the use of the diluted sulphuric acid, he found that 
this remedy is not only very slow in its operation, and that it 
sometimes entirely disappoints; but also that its being appli- 
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cable can be but very limited, as it can be applied with good 
effect, only when a general debility of the lymphatic and cuti- 
cular system, together with cacochymy, prevails. 

The treatment with an aqueous solution of soap, he consi- 
ders to be a very good adjuvans, in cures of simple itch, but 
alone, it is in most cases of no greater service than the decoc- 
tions of mucilaginous, or mucilaginous-astringent vegetables, 
of which elm bark is the most useful. 

Among the acrid vegetables Dr. H. has hitherto given the 
preference to the Elecampane in saturated decoctions, in the 
form of ‘a wash, yet he thinks it far less efficacious, than the 
analogous remedies of the mineral kingdom, particularly white 
precipitate of quicksilver, sublimate, diluted ley and soap. 

The result of all his experiments and observations was, that 
none of these remedies acted so quick as might be wished, and 
a watery solution of sulphate of zinc used as a wash, was al- 
ways found the best. Dr. H. has used this remedy in more 
than forty of the most different cases, and always with a 
speedy and perfectly good success, and without any further 
consequences. The eruption did not, as is the case with the 
other remedies, increase in the beginning, but decreased from 
the very first days, and was generally completely removed 
after a perseverance of eight or ten days. Only in a rather 
inflammatory form of the pustulous itch, this remedy could 
not be applied, for the same reason, as it cannot be indicated 
in syphilitic itch. 

If the disorder has been of long standing, a few mild purges 
being previously given, the patient takes for a few days some 
sulphur and cream of tartar, and after this, all the places, 
where there is any eruption, are washed twice or thrice a day 
with the following wash: 

R Sulphatis Zinci 3]. ad 3. 
Decoct. ulm. Ziss. ad Zij. M. 

The proportion of the white vitriol was but in very few 
instances increased. In very recent and slight cases, the wash 
was employed without any previous preparation; warm baths 
are often employed at the same time. 
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This method is also to be recommended on account of its 
cheapness, a point deserving particular notice in civil and mi- 
litary hospitals, where the disorder spreads in an uncommon 
manner.—Continental Medical Repertory. 
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The following interesting letter from Doctor Jenner should have appeared 
in another part of the Eclectic Repertory, had it been received in time. 
It was written in answer to the enquiries of one of our fellow-citizens, 
who was desirous to know Doctor Jenner's present sentiments on the 
preventive powers of Vaccination against Small-Pox, and is deemed of 
too much importance to be delayed until the publication of our next 
number. 


To Wn. Dituwyn, Esq. Higham Lodge, Walthamstow, F 


Essex. 


Dear Srp, 

It is a curious and most delightful fact, that while the dis- 
putations you allude to are here and there going on among 
individuals, with regard to the efficacy of Vaccination, the | 
small-pox is flying before it in all directions. In a wide dis- | 
trict around me, embracing the most populous part of the 
county of Gloucester, which abounds with manufactories, the 
small-pox is scarcely ever heard of; and if it does happen to 
appear from infection brought by the wandering pauper, it 
either finds itself insulated, or is rendered incapable of spread- 
ing, by giving immediately the vaccine security to those within 
its atmosphere who may happen to remain unprotected. In 
these few words, sir, I think I have answered the main part 
of your letter; but I will add a few more; and you have my 
full consent to transmit what I say to your friends either on 
this or the other side the Atlantic. Wherever Vaccination has 
been universally practiced, there the small-pox ceases. to ex- 
ist. It matters not how wide the district or how populous the 
city, the result is, and, from the nature of things, must be the 
same. There is scarcely any part of the civilized world that 
cannot bear testimony to the truth of this position. For ex- 
tent of territory, we may turn our eyes to our possessions in 
the East, and to various parts of South America; and to 
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towns and cities, many of the most conspicuous in Europe. 
As a cheering document, with regard to the extinction of the 
small-pox throughout a kingdom, I shall take the liberty of 
enclosing the report from Sweden.* Now, as the good sense 
of the Swedes directed them to employ Vaccination for bring- 
ing about this great event, why should not Britain avail her- 
self uf this great gift, and employ it in a similar way? Here 
the Boon is distributed with a partial and sparing hand, and 
consequently the small-pox still exists in several parts of our 
island. However, I have the happiness to say, that since the 
first promulgation of my discovery, in the year 1798, the 
deaths by small-pox in the British realms, according to the 
best estimate I can form, are reduced from more than 40,000, 
to less than 6,000. The metropolis for the last ten or twelve 
years exhibited a reduction of about one half only; but during 
the last two years, Vaccination has been more extensively 
practiced than ever, both from the benevolence of private in- 
dividuals of the Faculty, and the public institutions; and this 
year promises a far greater reduction in the number of deaths 
than any that has preceded it. You may, perhaps, at the India 
House, have acquaintances who will furnish you with copies of 
their reports from Calcutta, Bombay and Madras. A copy of 
one of these I have enclosed, that it may be seen with what 
vigour the new inoculation was prosecuted in a country too 
distant for the approach of prejudice. In the island of Ceylon, 
the ravages were dreadful, although many efforts had been 
made to lessen its fatality by variolous inoculation. This, 
wherever it was practised, produced a spreading of the dis- 
ease, and made a bad matter worse; so that the people would 
have nothing to do with it. But after a little time, they took 
to the vaccine very readily; and by referring to Dr. Christie’s 
publication on the subject, which you may find at any of the 
medical booksellers, you will observe that the small-pox be- 
came totally extinct. However, in spite of glaring facts of 
this description, I must candidly acknowledge, I am not. at all 
surprised, that both in our country and in other parts of the 


* Published in the fifth Volume of the Eclectic Repertory, 1815. Ed. 
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world, a partial prejudice should now and then lift up its head. 
It is called into existence, not from any thing faulty in the 
principle of Vaccination, but from a wrong and injudicious ap- 
plication of that principle. For example, a child or a family of 
children, may be in such a state that the action of the vaccine 
fluid when applied to the skin, shall be either wholly or par- 
tially resisted. It may either produce no effect at all, or it may 
produce pustules, varying considerably in their rise, progress, 
and general appearances, from those which have been desig- 
nated by the term correct. It was about the year 1804, that I 
was fortunate enough to discover the general cause of these 
deviations, and no sooner was it fully impressed on my mind, 
than I published it to the world. Though all may have access 
to the paper* with the greatest facility, yet few, very few in- 
deed, among those who vaccinate, have paid any attention to 
it; yet I am confident from a review of the practice on an im- 
mense scale, and through a period of more than twenty years, 
that it is a matter which has a greater claim on our attention, 
than any one thing besides connected with Vaccination—in- 
deed I may say than every other thing. What I allude to isa 
coincident eruptive state of the skin, principally bearing what 
we call the herpetic or irritative character. If we vaccinate a 
child under its influence, we are apt to create confusion. The 
pustule will participate in the character of the herpetic blotch, 
and the two thus become blended, forming an appearance that 
is neither vaccine nor herpetic; but the worst of it is, that the 
patient does not receive that perfect security from small-pox 
infection, which is given b) the perfect pustules. It by no 
means always happens that the appearance of an eruption of 
this, or any other description, prevents security; but it is so 
commonly the case, that I cannot too much enforce the neces- 
sity for rigid attention in the inoculator, whenever a child is 
presented to him for vaccination, under such circumstances. 
If the case admits of no delay, these irritative affections of the 
skin should be removed at once; which may be done with ease, 


* A copy may be found in the London Medical and Physical Journal, for 
the month of August, 1804. 
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and the most perfect safety, when they are not very numerous 
and of long standing; medicine in that case may be necessary 
in conjunction with an application. But on this subject I need 
not enlarge, as it is more particularly spoken of in the paper 
referred to. However, I may now just say, that the applica- 
tion [ make use of for destroying these eruptions, is the un- 
guentum hydrargyri nitrati of the last Londen Dispensatory. 

One word more with respect to prejudice. How frequently 
have we seen, in a variety of the public prints, paragraphs of 
this description—*‘* A gentleman’s family, consisting of three 
or four or half a dozen children, were vaccinated by an emi- 
nent surgeon, and all went through the disease in the most 
satisfactory manner, and were pronounced safe; yet, on being 
exposed to the infection of the small-pox, they all had the 
disease, but happily they all recovered.” Here, sir, the mind 
becomes entangled with a false association. The public con- 
ceive, that an eminent surgeon must be a perfect master of this 
little branch of our art; but it often happens that he has not 
stooped to look at any thing beyond its outline; and when de- 
viations arise in the progress of the pustules, to that extent 
which I have pointed out as momentous, they pass by without 
attracting any particular attention. 

Pray excuse me—lI find myself spinning out my letter into 
an essay, and at last was like to have forgotten the most im- 
portant part of your inquiry, namely, “ whether I myself had 
not renounced my opinion of the efficacy of Vaccination.” 
This question has been often put to me—why? I cannot con- 
ceive. It came not long since, through a medical friend of 
mine in London, from a very respectable lady in the country, 
whose children had been vaccinated. I know not how to give 
you more complete satisfaction on this point, than by a quota- 
tion from the letter written to my medical friend in reply. 

““The ghost that has appeared to Mrs. C. has taken an 
annual stalk over the country for these ten years past. I find 
no great difficulty in laying it; but I cannot give it final repose; 
the phantom will rise again in spite of me. If you will look 
over your records relating to Vaccination in Ireland, you will 
find, by one of the annual reports distributed by Dr. Labatt, 
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that this spirit appeared in Dublin not many years since, and 
made many furious menaces, disturbing the tranquillity of 
some of the inhabitants of that fair city. There you will see a 
letter of mine written to the doctor, so much in point with 
regard to Mrs. C.’s enquiry, that really I cannot add any thing 
to it, as my opinion of the powers of Vaccination is precisely 
the same now as it was then. Indeed, if it had wanted strength 
at that time, it has since obtained it most abundantly. I beg 
then that you will let Mrs. C. know, my confidence in the effi- 
cacy of the Vaccine, to guard the constitution from the small- 
pox, is not in the least diminished. That exceptions to the 
general rule have appeared, and that they will sometimes ap- 
pear, I am ready to admit. They have happened after small- 
pox inoculation; and by the same rule, as the two diseases are 
so similar, should they not happen after the Vaccine ?” 


Believe me, dear sir, with great respect, 


Your obt. and faithful servant, 


EDW. JENNER: 


Berkeley, Gloustershire, 
19th August, 1818. 


Method of reducing Hernia in Russia. 


Joun Conrap HiLtTesranpt ona kind of large dry cup- 
ping machine, used by the Russians for reposing incarcerated 
ruptures. They take a pot capable of holding about a few 
pounds of liquid, stop up the hole it has got at the bottom 
with a cork, rarify the air ‘contained in it by lighted tow, and 
put it along with the burning tow upon the abdomen, previ- 
ously rubbed with oil or soap. Thus the abdominal parietes 
and bowels are, not without pain, drawn into the pot, and the 
parts contained in the rupture into the abdomen. The pot is 
removed by drawing the cork, and if the effect is not yet com- 
plete, the pot is again replaced. This popular remedy, the 
author, like many other physicians, has found very efficacious 
and harmless. He cured with it incarcerations, where vomit- 
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ing and singultus had already taken place, where the pulse was 
quick, hard and small; and where the operation was going to 
be resorted to, other remedies having been found ineffectual. 
In an inflammatory state, blood should be drawn first; in lus- 
ty, dropsical or pregnant people, this method finds no appli- 
cation. The common Russians, however, make also use of it 
in childbed, hemorrhages and spasms; which, according to 
their theory, they derive from an irregular position of the 
uterus. Continental Medical Repertory. 


Newly discovered Membrane in the Eye. 
24, Aungier Street, Dublin, June 13, 1818. 


Doctor Jacob, Demonstrator of Anatomy in the University 
of Dublin, has discovered, and demonstrated in his lectures on 
the diseases of the eye, this spring, a membrane covering the 
external surface of the retina, in man and other animals. Its 
extreme delicacy accounts for its not having been hitherto no- 
ticed. He arrived at the discovery by means of a new method 
of displaying and examining this and other delicate parts. He 
argues from analogy, the necessity of the existence of sucha 
membrane, as parts so different in structure and functions as 
the retina and choroid coat must otherwise be in contact, in 
contradiction to the provisions of the animal economy in ge- 
neral. A detailed account of the discovery, with the method 
of displaying the membrane, is in preparation, and will shortly 
be laid before the public. 

Fournal of Science and the Arts, No. X. 


On a Mode of preserving some Vegetable Remedies. By Mar- 
SHALL HA LL, M. D. 


It is an object of much regret, that all the modes of pre- 
paring vegetable remedies hitherto employed are defective, 
and that no mode of preserving these substances with their 
virtues unimpaired, should have been discovered. Sometimes 
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the process of preparation injures the virtues of the remedy, 
or extracts them partially only; in other cases, their subsequent 
preservation is imperfect. Dried vegetable remedies, extracts, 
tinctures, infusions, and decoctions, are all liable to one or 
more of these objections. 

Might not some of the vegetable remedies be preserved with- 
out subjecting them to any previous process, or to the action 
of any external agent, by which their virtues are partially de- 
stroyed, or only partially extracted? In the case of digitalis, 
cicuta, hyoscyamus, &c. the writer has taken the fresh herb, 


' collected free from dew, and having rubbed the leaves into 


the finest pulp, he has simply formed a properly consistent 
mass, by the addition and careful intermixture of white sugar, 
or of dried soap. In this manner the vegetable may be long 
preserved; and the advantages are obtained of administering 
it throughout the year in its pristine state, and without previ- 
ously subjecting it to any operation, or to the agency of any 
substance by which its properties might be enfeebled or de- 
stroyed. It must remain to be decided which of the two modes 
is the preferable one, and whether each may not be better 
adapted than the other, for the preservation of particular sub- 
stances. Either compound may be formed into pills, or me- 
chanically suspended in a draught or mixture.—7d. 


On the Moiré Metallique, or Fer blanc moire. 


This is an article of Parisian manufacture, much employed 
to cover ornamental cabinet work, dressing boxes, telescopes, 
opera glasses, &c. &c. and is prepared in the following man- 
ner. 

Sulphuric acid is to be diluted with seven or nine parts of 
water, then dip a sponge or rag into it, and wash with it the 
surface of a sheet of tin, which speedily will exhibit an appear- 
ance of crystallization, which is the Moiré.* 

This effect, however, cannot be easily produced upon every 
sort of sheet tin, for if the sheet has been much hardened by 


* The word Moiré signifies watered, as La Soie Moirée, watered silk. 
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hammering or rolling, then the moiré cannot be effected until 
the sheet of tin has been heated so as to produce an incipient 
fusion on the surface, after which the acid will act upon it and 
produce the moiré. Almost any acid will do as well as the sul- 
phuric, and it is said that the citric acid dissolved in a suffi- 
cient quantity of water, answers better than any other. 

The moiré has of late been much improved by employing 
the blow-pipe, to form small and beautiful specks on the sur- 
face of the tin, previous to the application of acid. 

When the moiré has been formed, the plate is to be varnished 
and polished, the varnish being tinted with any glazing colour, 
and thus the red, blue, green, yellow, and pearl coloured moirés 
are manufactured.—ib. 


=—_——= 
Pennsylvania Hospital. 
Patients remaining in the house, April 26th, 1817, 181 
Admitted from that time to April 25th, 1818, 638 
-—819 


Of these the numbercuredis . ... . . . 385 
ee a he one ke =e ae 
pomowey o 2. 3 he te wl! 
women safely delivered . . 17 
infants born and well . . . = 11 
discharged disorderly . . . 3 
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College of Physicians of Philadelphia. 
JuLy 7TH, 1818. 
OFFICERS OF THE COLLEGE ELECTED. 
_ PRESIDENT, 
Doctor Thomas Parke. 
VICE PRESIDENT, 
Doctor Samuel P. Griffitts. 
CENSORS, 
Doctor William Currie, 
Thomas T. Hewson, 
Plunket F. Glentworth, 
Henry Neill. 


TREASURER, 
Doctor Thomas C. James. 


SECRETARY, 
Doctor Joseph Parrish. 


University of Pennsylvama. 


SEPTEMBER 1, 1818. 


The Medical Lectures will commence as usual on the first 
Monday of November. 
Anatomy, .. . Dr. Dorsey, 
Surgery, - + + -« Dr. Puysick, 
Practice of Physic, : Dr. CuapMan, 
Materia Medica, .' . Dr. Coxe, 
Midwifery, . . . Dr. James, 
Chemistry, . . . Dr. Hare. 
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Meteorological Observations made at Augusta, Georgia, from 
January 13, to September 30, 1817. 


—_= 
Fanuary. 
Thermometer—Lowest in the morning, 12—19th day of the 
month, 
Highest, evening, 66—21st do. 
Mean, 40 
February. 
Thermometer—Lowest in the morning, 28—6th day of the 
month, 
Highest at 2, P. M. 68—20th do. 
Mean, 45 
Snow on the 4th—Generally fine weather. 
March. 
Thermometer—Lowest in the morning, 32—2d day of the 
month, 
Highest at 2, P. M. 80—25th do. 
Mean, 50 
Thunder, the 12th—Little rain—Clear weather. 
April. 
Thermometer—Lowest in the morning 50—I1st day of the 
month, 
Highest at 2, P. M. 84-——9th do. 
Mean, 72 
Clear weather—One heavy rain. 
May. 
Thermometer—Lowest in the morning, 58—11th day of the 
month, 
Highest at 2, P. M. 86——24th do. 
Mean, 75 


Some rain. 
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Fune. 
Thermometer—Lowest in the morning, 69—11th day of the 
month, 
Highest at 2, P. M. 85—8th do. 
Mean, 77 
Frequent rains. 
Fuly. 
Thermometer—Lowest in the morning, 62—18th day of the 
month, 
Highest at 2, P. M. 94—7th do. 
Mean, 78 


Much thunder and lightning, with rain—Intermitting fever 
the prevailing disease. 


August. 
Thermometer—Lowest in the morning, 63—27th day of the 
month, 
Highest at 2, P. M. 92—19th do. 
Mean, 80 


Some heavy rains—Almost every rain attended with thun- 
der and lightning this season—Very unhealthy this month— 
more so than for many years; as well at Augusta as in the ad- 
jacent counties—Bilious intermittents and remittents very pre- 
valent. 


September. 
Thermometer—Lowest inthe morning, 55—28th day of the 
month, 
Highest at 2, P. M. 95—10th do. 
Mean, 75 
Beginning of the month becoming more healthy, though 


still very sickly and number of deaths alarming—Not much 
rain. 
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usually performed. With a Description of a Series of New and : 
Improved Operations. By Sir William Adams, 8vo. a 

Surgical Observations: being a Quarterly Report of Cases in a 

‘Burgery. By Charles Bell, Surgeon of the Middlesex Hospital, & 
Vol. II. Part I. 8vo. bi 

An Attempt to estimate the Power of Medicine in controlling ia 

Fever. By William Brown, M. D. a 
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Uteri. With a History of the Successful Extirpation of that Organ, 
&c. By W. Newnham, Surgeon, 8vo. 

Practical Observations on the Treatment of the Diseases of the 
Prostate Gland. Hlustrated with Pilates. By Sir E. Home, Vol. II. 
octavo. 

Report of the London Committee for Curing the Diseases of the 
Eye. 

"Asserts on Typhus Fever, 8vo. 

A Treatise on Tetanus and Hydrophobia. By J. Reid, Esq. 8vo. 

General Views, relating to the Stomach, its Fabric and Func- 
tions. By J.C. Speers, M. D. 8yo, 

Observations, with Cases illustrative of the Sedative and Febri- 
fuge Powers of Emetic Tartar. By William Balfour, M. D. 

An Account of the Life, Writings and Character of the late Dr. 
Alexander Monro, Secundus. Delivered at the Harveian, Oration 
of Edinburgh. By, Andrew Duncan, senr. M.D. 
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THOMAS DOBSON & SON, 
NO. 41, SOUTH SECOND STREET, PHILADELPHIA, 
KEEP CONSTANTLY FOR SALE. 


Al General Assortment of Medical Books. 


THEY HAVE RECENTLY PUBLISHED: 
ABERNETHY’S Surgical Works complete, 2 volumes, (some 


of the Treatises separately. ) 


Baudelocque’s Midwifery, abridged and improved by Dr. Dewees 
of Philadelphia, with plates, 8vo. 
Coxe’s Orfila:—Practical Chemistry, or < description of the Pro- 


cesses by which the various Articles of Chemical Research in 
the Animal, Vegetable and Mineral Kingdoms are procured: 
together with the best Mode of Analysis, illustrated by eight 
Copper Plates; translated from the French of P. M. Orfila, 
author of the General System of Toxicology; by John Redman 
Coxe, M. D. Professor of Materia Medica in the University of. 
Pennsylvania; to which is added, a variety of Subjects of Practi- 
cal Utility; and a copious Glossary of Chemical Terms, and 
Synonimes. 

Carmichael’s (Richard, M. R. I. A.) Essay on the Venereal Dis- 
eases which have been confounded with Syphilis and the Symp- 
toms which exclusively arise from that poison. Illustrated by 
coloured Plates of the Cutaneous Eruptions of the true Syphilis 
and the resembling Diseases, with an Introductory Discourse by 
N. Chapman, M. D. 

Cutbush’s (Edward, M. D. of the United States Navy) Observa- 
tions on the means of preserving the Health of Soldiers and — 
Sailors, and on the Duties of the Medical Department of the 
Army and Navy; with Remarks on Hospitals and their Internal 
Arrangement. 

Coxe’s (J. M., M. D.) Practical Observations on Insanity, in which 
some suggestions are offered towards an Improved Mode of 
treating Diseases of the Mind, and some rules proposed, which 
it is hoped may lead to a more humane and successful method 
of cure. To which are subjoined, Remarks on Medical Jurispru- 
dence as connected with Diseased Intellect. 

Coxe’s American Dispensatory, containing the operations of Phar- 
macy; together with the Natural, Chemical, Pharmaceutical and 
Medical History of the different substances employed in Medi- 
cine. Illustrated and explained according to the prinaples of 
Modern Chemistry. The arrangement simplified, and the whole 

adapted to the Practice of Medicine and Pharmacy in the Uni- 


» P OY - O&O 


NY NSN WY Oe Gr Ww 


Sarai 3t hae 


eon YO WO GQ ee N ON NY WD HW 
Senna dha ooo 


Lo) 






ted States; with several Copper Plates exhibiting the new system 
of Chemical Characters, and representing the most useful Appa- 
ratus. Fourth edition, much improved, by John Redman Coxe, 
M. D. Professor of Chemistry in the University of Pennsylva- 
nia, &c. : 

Cullen’s First-Lines of the Practice of Physic, with Notes and 
Selections from Currie, Hamilton, Fordyce, Hunter, E. Home, 
Saunders, Baillie, and other celebrated writers. In two volumes, 
handsomely printed, and bound in one large volume. 

Coxe’s Philadelphia Medical Dictionary, containing a concise 
Explanation of all the terms used in Medicine, Surgery, Phar- 
macy, Botany, Natural History, Chemistry and Materia Medica, 
compiled from the best authorities ancient and modern. 

Dessault’s Surgical Works; or statement of the doctrine and prac- 
tice of P. J. Dessault, Surgeon in chief of the Great Hospital 
of Humanity at Paris, by Xavier Bichat, his pupil, adjunct Phy- 
sician of.the same hospital. Translated from the original, by 
Edward Darrell Smith, M. D. Professor of Chemistry, etc. in 
the South Carolina College: in 2 vols. 8vo. with plates. 

Duncan’s Medical and Philosophical Commentaries, 20 vols. 
printed in 10 vols. 8vo. : 

Gregory’s (Professor, of Edinburgh) Dissertation on the Influencé 
of Climate in the cure of Diseases, translated by Barton. 

Jones on the process employed by Nature in Suppressing the Hz- 
morrhage from Divided and Punctured Arteries; and on the use 
of the Ligature. With Observations on Secondary Hzmor- 
rhage: the whole deduced from an extensive series of Experi- 
ments, and illustrated by fifteen plates, 8vo. in boards. 

North American Sylva, or a description of forest trees of the Uni- 
ted States, Canada and Nova Scotia, considered particularly with 
respect to their use in the arts and their introduction in com- 
merce; to which is added a description of the most useful of the 
European forest trees, by F. Andrew Michaux, illustrated by 
150 coloured engravings. This splendid work is now publishing 
in Paris; one half is finished. 
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Thomas Dobson and Son have in press, and will publish in the 


course o' a few weeks, 
Sir William Adams on the Eye. 
Scudamore on Gout. 









They are preparing to put to press, 
Blackall on Dropsy. 

















